A copyright and/or a trademark are legal methods used by artists, photographers, writers, and others to protect their original and creative works. Protected items may range from professional photography and books to music, sport logo insignias, corporate and brand name logos to art designs. It is the responsibility of individual 4-H’ers to be aware of copyright/trademark regulations when developing 4-H exhibits and communication activities for county and state fairs.
The symbol © indicates the owner of the material holds a copyright. However, the copyright symbol is not legally required in order to copyright something, so assume that anything published is copyrighted. Rights to trademarks (or brand names) are protected by either of the following symbols: trademark ™, service mark SM, or registered ®. If an item is protected by copyright, trademark, or patent, that means complete or portions of the materials cannot be reproduced without permission and proper crediting of the source.
One area that often causes a copyright violation is creating a drawing or painting from a photograph or other artistic work. This is clearly a copyright issue covered by the concept of derivative work, and only the original copyright holder can give permission for someone else to create a copy, even if the copy is made using different technique. Another area that can cause problems is material obtained from the Internet. Because material may be publicly available does not mean that the material is free for the public to use. Read and follow any license agreements and terms of use statements on websites.
It is not possible to address all situations that may occur. However, following these simple guidelines will begin to help 4-H members comply with copyright laws and regulations: 1) Create something original, 2) If it's not yours, obtain permission, 3) Give proper credit, even when you have permission.
4-H members should review the following resources. The first is State Fair Exhibit Frequently Asked Questions located at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/SFExhibitFAQGen.htm . This reference contains several Q&A related to copyright, along with many other exhibit questions. You’re likely to find that a question similar to yours has been asked and answered in previous years. Pay special attention to the section about Visual Arts and Copyright, as well as the questions that discuss various terms of use and license agreements. Communication event participants will want to read the questions in the Communication and Copyright section.

The second reference is “Use of Copyrighted/Trademarked Material in 4-H Fair Exhibits and Activities, available at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/Documents/SF1G1UseofCopyrightVI010401.pdf . This reference piece was originally prepared for extension staff and exhibit judges, but may also be of use to 4-H members and families. This article also includes information about how to ask for permission from the copyright holder to use protected material.
If you have questions about copyright and your fair exhibit, call the Extension office at 743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE399 for help BEFORE the county fair. 

