2011
Information for Potential 4-H Sheep & Meat Goat Exhibitors

What do I need to do to identify my animals?

All market lambs and market meat goats (wethers and does) must be weighed and tagged at a countywide weigh-in Saturday, May 14th. The weigh-in will run from 8:30-noon at the Adair County Fairgrounds. No appointments necessary, unless you plan to exhibit your animals in 4-H at the Iowa State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben.

4-H exhibitors planning to verify market lambs or market meat goats for the Iowa State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben should call and set up an appointment to weigh, tag, and retinal image/pull DNA samples on May 14th between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. Please set up your appointment by Monday, May 9th  by calling Donna at 743-8412 or e-mailing wallaced@iastate.edu. If we do not have any appointments by this date, we will cancel the retinal imaging technician. 
We encourage you to bring breeding ewes and breeding meat goats to the weigh-in, but it is not required. If you do not bring breeding ewes and does to the weigh-in you must have them listed on your ID sheet. ID sheets are due to the Extension office by May 15th.

Are there separate classes for home raised and purchased market lambs?

There will be separate classes for home-raised and purchased market lambs. To be eligible to be exhibited in home-raised classes, the dam of the animal must be owned by the exhibitor or an immediate family member at the time of lambing and the exhibitor must provide primary care for the lamb from birth through county fair. You will need to indicate which market animals are home-raised during the weigh-in on May 14th. You may mix purchased and home-raised market lambs in your pen of three, but if the pen contains any purchased lambs, they must be shown in the purchased division.
How many lambs can I identify and show? 

Each exhibitor may tag 20 market lambs. (If you are a 4-H and FFA member, you are considered as two separate exhibitors.)  Exhibitors are limited to exhibiting three market individuals, one pen of three, two bottle lambs, and one junior feeder pen (3-5 head). Exhibitor may identify 10 purebred and 10 commercial ewes and show 2 ewes per class.  Classes will be provided for both ewe lambs (born after 1/1/11) and yearling ewes (born between 1/1/10 and 12/31/10). Separate breed classes are provided for purebred yearling ewes and purebred ewe lambs. Complete rules and class listing are available on the web at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/info/adaircountyfairinfo.htm
How many meat goats can I identify and show?

Each exhibitor may tag 10 market meat goats and show a total of 3 at county fair. Wethers and does may be shown in the market division. Does exhibited in this division cannot be shown in the breeding division. Classes will be divided by sex of the animal and fair weight. Minimum weight at county fair is 40 pounds. 
Each exhibitor may identify up to 14 does (breeding meat goats) and show 2 does per class. Does will be shown in age classes from birth to 37 months and older. A doe can not be shown in both this division and the dairy goat division. Complete rules and class listing are available on the web at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/info/adaircountyfairinfo.htm 
Do I need to decide now if I will show an animal in the market or breeding division?

No, you don’t need to decide until the fair. However, if you wish to have the option to show in either division, the doe or ewe must be weighed and tagged and must also have a birth date listed. Bring the birth date to weigh-in so it can go on your ID form. 
What is a junior feeder pen?

It is a pen of 3-5 market lambs raised to mimic feedlot production.  They will be judged in the pen.  Criteria used in judging the feeder pens will be profitability.  Rate-of-gain, lamb conformation, and market readiness along with knowledge of the exhibitor will be the primary factors used in judging this division.
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How much will it cost to tag my market lambs and meat goats?
Official 4-H ear tags must be purchased at weigh-in. Each market animal must be tagged. The cost is $1.50 each. Checks can be made payable to Adair County Extension. 
How big should my lamb be at weigh-in?
To produce carcasses in the specified weight range, live weights will need to be in the range of 110 pounds to 136 pounds.  Use this range of ending weights to estimate how heavy your lambs should be May 14th.  The following example illustrates the process.

A. Fair time weight target: 125 pounds






B. Expected average daily gain is: 0.75

C. The feeding period from May 14 to July 21 is 68 days

D. Expected feedlot gain = B x C or 0.75 x 68 = 51 lbs.

E. Beginning weight should be A – D = 74 lbs.

Starting with a lamb that weighs between 60 and 75 pounds on May 14th will help you reach your goal of having a finished lamb at the fair.
Are there any special health requirements for sheep and goats? Yes, all sexually intact sheep and goats, both market ewes/does and breeding ewes/does must have an individual Scrapie Flock of Origin identification tag in their ear. All does must be identified with an individual Scrapie Flock of Origin identification tag or by an official tattoo registered with USDA (to register, call 1-866-USDA-TAG.) If you purchase your lambs or meat goats, insist on the seller tagging the ewe lamb or doe meat goat before you take possession. If you raise your own lambs you’ll need to handle this requirement. For more information about getting Scrapie flock tags, contact the Extension office.

What is “sore mouth” and what should I do if my animal is infected? “Sore mouth” is a viral infection primarily found in sheep and goats. Early stages of the infection appear as sores found on the lips, muzzle, and in the mouth. The infection is highly contagious as the scabs of infected animals contain the virus; the scabs can fall off, remain in the environment and serve as a source of infection to other animals. A flock can become infected through contaminated bedding, feed or trucks, or by direct contact with infected animals. If you should see signs of sore mouth in your flock, contact your veterinarian immediately to determine if it is definitely sore mouth. The infection doesn’t usually affect appetite unless the mouth gets really sore. Animals don’t usually die from sore mouth; the infection will usually run its course in 10-14 days. If you discover your animals have the infection or signs of the infection, please call the Extension office prior to weigh-in so we can make alternative arrangements. DO NOT BRING LAMBS OR GOATS WITH SORE MOUTH TO WEIGH-IN.
When are Adair County Fair entries due?  All 4-H and FFA entries for county fair are due by July 6th.

When is the Adair County Fair Meat Goat Show? The Adair County 4-H and FFA Meat Goat Show is Friday, July 22nd at 9:00 a.m. 
When is the Adair County Fair Sheep Show?  The Adair County 4-H and FFA Sheep Show is Sunday, July 24th beginning at 9 a.m.
What if I want to show market lambs and/or meat goats at the Iowa State Fair in the 4-H division? 
You must be in 5th grade or above to show at the Iowa State Fair.  Market lambs must be tagged, weighed, and have retinal images taken during our regular weigh-in to be eligible for the Iowa State Fair.  Only meat goat wethers may be shown in the market meat goat class at the State Fair. They must be tagged, weighed and have retinal images taken during our regular weigh-in to be eligible for the Iowa State Fair. Nomination fee for Iowa State Fair will be $12 per head (includes ear tag).
What if I want to identify additional lambs and/or meat goats for AK-SAR-BEN?  You must be in the 5th grade or above to show at Ak-Sar-Ben. All lambs and/or meat goats acquired between May 15th and June 15th for shows after September 1 – basically for Ak-Sar-Ben, must be verified by June 15th. They must be weighed, tagged with Iowa 4-H ear tags, and DNA samples taken to be eligible to show at Ak-Sar-Ben. Nomination fee for Ak-Sar-Ben will be $5 per head.
Check out complete rules on our website at: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/info/adaircountyfairinfo.htm 
