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A note from Rhondaééééé 

Dear 4-H Families and Friends,  

With the restructuring of the Extension Service, will come some changes for Buena Vista County.  All  of the 

County Extension Education Director positions in Iowa have been eliminated.  (That is my position.)   I am eligi-

ble for retirement so I have chosen to take early retirement.  The Buena Vista County Extension Office will re-

main open.   Debbie Erpelding, County Youth Coordinator will remain in her position and the council will be 

filling the office assistant position in the near future.  Field Specialists also retained their positions and discus-

sions are underway for where the field specialists will have their óoffice home.ô   Our county has become a part 

of a six county region: Pocahontas, Calhoun, Buena Vista, Sac, Cherokee, and Ida. 

I began working on June 1, 1975 in Madison and Adair Counties and have enjoyed a very fulfilling 34 plus year 

career with Iowa State Univeristy.   I have especially enjoyed working with the many 4-H members and families 

in Buena Vista County.  Your hard work and dedication to 4-H amazes me each year as you showcase your pro-

jects at the County Fair.  Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your lives through 4-H.  I am lucky to have 

had a job that allowed me creativity and helped me grow as an individual.  I have valued the many working rela-

tionships and friendships that I have developed through the Extension Service.  I will be supporting the transition 

of the Extension Service with my last day in the office  being Jan. 29, 2010.  You are welcome to stop and see 

me at the office between now and the end of January. 

I hope all of you make the best and most of each day ahead! 

Warmly,  

Rhonda K. Christensen, M.Edu 

County Extension Education Director (until January 30, 2010) 

ISU Extension - Buena Vista County Staff 
Rhonda Christensen (rchris@iastate.edu)éééé....County Extension Education Director 
Debbie Erpelding (deberp@iastate.edu).éééééééééé.County Youth Coordinator 
Carol Ehlers (xehlers@iastate.edu)ééééééééé....................Youth Field Specialist 
Karen Schmidt (kschmid@iastate.edu)éééé.ééééééé...ééé.  Office Manager  
Sarah Thiessen (thiessen@iastate.eduéé..Program Assistant for Families Programming 
Virginia Carlson (carlsonv@iastate.edu)...é.ééé..éééé...Part-Time Office Assistant 
Kris Kohl(kkohl1@iastate,edu)éééééé.é...éééé.....Ag Engineer, Field Specialist 

2009 Hall of Fame Honoree Jane Duncan 

For 15 years, (1976-1991)Jane Duncan was in-

volved in the 4-H Horse Club, the BV Hoof-

beats.  Jane started leading the club with Delbert 

Tibbets, Linn Grove.  When Delbert passed away 

Jane continued the club leadership with the help of 

Jane Rosenthal, followed by Jo Heschke.   Jane 

provided strong leadership to those interested in 

horses and she encouraged 4-Herôs to show their animals and held many show-

manship practices at the fairgrounds during her tenure as 4-H leader. She 

helped sponsor 4-H horse shows in BV county and worked on improvements 

to the show ring.  Fun and safety were two important words in Janeôs vocabu-

lary. Jane was acknowledged at the Iowa State Fair on August 23, 2009.      
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Buena Vista 4-H  
County Youth Council 

 Will you be in grades 8-12 this fall?  

 Are you interested in getting to know 
other youth from around the county?  

 Are you looking for fun and leadership op-
portunities?  

Then County Youth Council is for you! This is 
a great opportunity to get involved on the 
county level and to learn about the area and 
state opportunities as well. County Youth 
Council members coordinate the March Bas-
ketball Festival, Buena Vista County Fair 
Scavenger Hunt, and help with many other 
projects throughout the year. If you are inter-
ested, please contact the Extension Office. 
Also, watch your mail for a letter inviting you 
to the 2009-2010 Kick-Off meeting for next 
years council.  

Mark your calendars for the 2009 Buena 
Vista County 4-H Recognition Day 

which will be held on Sunday, November 15, 2009 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Storm Lake High School. The     

Providence Go Getters  will be the hosts 
for this day. More information to come.  

German Feast                                       
St. John Lutheran Church in Hanover               

Saturday, September 19, 2009       
Times 5 pm, 6:15 pm and 7:15 pm        

Call 434-5630/284-1230/or 282-4459  
for reservations                                                     

A portion of proceeds will benefit the   
Alex Hermsted family and                         
The Lordôs Cupboard. 

.Citizenship Washington Focus 2010  

June 4 ð June 12  Or  June 18-June 26 

When :  BUS # 1 - Depart early evening of Friday, June 4 & return home late Saturday June 12 

  BUS # 2 - Depart early evening of Friday June 18 & return home late Saturday June 26 

Who :  Northwest Iowa 4-H members currently in grades 10-12 

What is it?   CWF is a program coordinated by the National 4-H Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland. The     
4-H Center is located 1 mile from Washington, D.C. Delegates from across the U.S. attend the week-long 

program. Highlights include: tours of Washington, D.C., workshops to enhance leadership & citizenship 

skills, assemblies with powerful keynote speakers, and ample time to create new friendships. Note: We 

will make an overnight stop at Gettysburg, PA, on the way to D.C. 

Cost : Estimated- NOT FIRM: $1,200 per person (includes lodging, transportation, tour admission, & most    
meals) Campership is available.  

Want to come along?   Check out the web at  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/buenavista/ and fill out this form and 

send it in to get registered for a òproposedó Northwest Iowa 2010 trip. Indicate which bus you wish to participate with.  

Space is limited so get your form and deposit in by Friday, October 23, 2009. Seats are on first-come, first-served ba-

sis.  A $250 deposit should be made payable to the extension office and is due Friday, October 23, 2009 with the 

form below.   

Reminder 

If you havenôt already sent your thank youôs 
to trophy donors and livestock premiums, 
please do so right away.  We wouldnôt be 

able to offer trophies and livestock premium 
checks, without donor support. 

Congratulations to the Buena Vista County  
Livestock Judging Team for placing 4th at the 

State Contest and to Chris Sievers for      
placing 3rd on August 29! 
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Master Producers  

Information 

Just a reminder to those who 
exhibited swine Pen of 8, 
sheep Pen of 2, or beef Junior 
Feeders, you are eligible to 
apply for the Master Producer 
Awards. There are cash awards based on your 
records. Appropriate worksheets including a 
yearly summary, project record, and market 
animal worksheets are needed. Other support-
ing materials such as weigh tickets and pic-
tures are also beneficial. Please let your lead-
ers know if you would like to apply for these 
awards so your record book can be turned in to 
the Extension Office. More information can be 
provided by contacting the Buena Vista County 
Extension Office or by looking at the specific 
judging criteria in the 2009 Buena Vista County 
Fairbook.  

Awards  Information and Club News 

Award Applications 

Project Award Applications are available at 
the Extension Office for all 4-H members who 
have been enrolled in the same project areas 
for two years. Junior 4-Hôers will be evaluated 
on their record book materials in the specific 
project area and Intermediate/Senior 4-Hôers 
will be evaluated on the supporting material . 
Please tell your leader if you are applying for 
this award to ensure, that the office is given 
your record book. 

Outstanding Junior Achievement Applica-
tions are available at the Extension Office for 
all 4-H members in grades 4-6 who have been  
enrolled in 4-H for at least two years. This 
award needs to have comments from your 
club leader, therefore plan accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

Special 4-H Awards Applications are avail-
able at the Extension Office for Intermediate 
and Senior level 4-Hôers. Each of these 
awards are for different categories, as listed 
on the application form and up to five pages of 
support material can be included with the ap-
plication. ALL award applications are DUE on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2009 to the Buena 
Vista County Extension Office. 

Adult Nomination forms are available 
at the Extension Office for the 4-H Busi-
ness of the Year, Adult Volunteer, and 
Retiring Volunteer. This is a wonderful 
way to thank and recognize an adult or 
business who has made outstanding 
contributions to Buena Vista County 4-H. 
Nomination are due by Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, 2009, in the Extension Office. 

Nominate someone for the 2010 4-H Hall of Fame who has given much of their time and tal-
ents to the 4-H program in Iowa over the years. Is there a 4-H leader or volunteer who has 
greatly influenced you in your 4-H career or is there someone who has dedicated much of 
their life to 4-H? Please stop by the Extension Office and fill out a nomination form if you 
have someone in mind.  Previous Recipients: Doris Fondroy, Myron Sievers, the late Kathy 
Fahr, Cindy Glienke, Rusty Corderman, and Jane Duncan. 
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2009 State Fair 

Iowa State Fair  

Name   Club         Project Area______Ribbon 

MVA 4-H Club MVA    Ag & Natural Resources- Blue 

Brea Baumhover Providence  Clothing -Blue 

Brea Baumhover Providence  Clothing- Blue 

Brea Baumhover Providence  Home Improvement- Blue 

Brynna Baumhover Providence  Clothing- Blue 

Jessy Bibler  MVA    Visual Art- Red 

Callie Buske  Fairfield  Photography -Blue 

Tate Carlson  Providence  Visual Art -Blue 

Jill Christiansen Newell Achievers Clothing -Blue 

Megan Christiansen Newell Achievers Child Development -Blue 

Megan Christiansen Newell Achievers Clothing -Blue 

Anna Marie Ehlers Newell Boosters Home Improvement -Blue 

Stacie Glienke  MVA    Personal Development -Red 

Stacie Glienke  MVA    Personal Development -Blue 

Geneva Heschke MVM    Visual Art- Blue 

Olivia Heschke MVM    Food & Nutrition- Blue 

Chance Johannsen Fairfield  Photography -Blue 

Stephen Kieser Fairfield  Issues -Red 

Josh Larson  MVA    Home Improvement- Blue 

Connor Napierala MVA    Home Improvement- Blue 

Ange Rehnstrom MVA    Science & Engineering- Blue 

Alyssa Sievers  Providence  Food & Nutrition- Blue 

Katie Sievers  Fairfield  Food & Nutrition -White 

Katie Sievers  Fairfield  Photography- Blue 

Chyann Smith  Providence  Ag & Natural Resources- Blue 

Taler Stanton  MVM    Photography -Blue 

Jayden Van Berkum MVA    Photography -Blue 

Cole Wise  Newell Boosters Science, & Engineering- Blue 

Chyann Smith  Providence  Champion Maintainer Heifer 

John Eddie  Providence  Crossbred Derby Barrows - Red 

State Fair  

Communication  

Results 

Education Presentation 

Austin Ehlers-Excellent 

Chyann Smith Excellent 

Jayden VanBerkum and 
Josh Larson-Merit 

Rachael Arnts and  

Ashley Peterson-Merit 

  

 

Working Exhibits  

Brooke Belcher and 

 Olivia Thompson-
Excellent 

Taler Staton-Merit 

Katie VanBerkum-Merit 

Brea Baumhover and 
Ellen Converse-Excellent 

 

Share the Fun-Fairfield 
Pioneers 

Congratulation  to 
all the State Fair            

Participants  

Fall  Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
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 New 4-H Year 
September is the beginning of a new 4-H year. In an effort to continue to improve the 4-H program in 

Buena Vista County we have more exciting events and opportunities planned this year.   

 Re-enrollment and new enrollment , Code of Ethics and Health Waivers will be given out at the next 
club meeting;.  ALL  4-Hõers and their parents must complete and return these forms by  Tuesday, 

December 1.  

 

  The Iowa 4-H program fee is $30 per member per year. Buena Vista Fee will be $20 per 4 -Hõer  as 

a result of donations  from the Buena Vista County Extension Council, Hog Slot and Alta Implement.  

If you have not enrolled in 4-H by January 1, 2010 the fee will be $25.00. Please contact Debbie for 

questions. If the fee is a financial hardship for your family, scholarship money is available. 

 

 Your 4-H club is being challenged to grow in family involvement.  4-Hõers whose families are in-
volved learn more and are more highly satisfied with their 4-H experiences.  Look for leadership 

opportunities  in your club.  

 

The Extension staff would like to thank our volunteers, members and parents for a great year.  

National 4-H Week October 4-10, 2009 

What are you and your club planning for National 4-H Week? 

Here is a list of ideas to get you startedé 

 Submit a story to your local newspaper about your local club activities.  Include an invi-
tation and information about how to join. 

 Deliver cookies or other treats or send a note to òthankó local supporters of 4-H. 

 Ask to display 4-H projects in your classroom. 

 Ask your school if you can have ò15 second radio spotsó during announcements. 

 Visit 4th grade classrooms and tell about your 4-H experience and tell them how they can join your club.  
(The Extension Office has recruitment packets available to give to 4th graders.) 

 Call the Extension Office and volunteer to tape local radio promo spots to be aired during National 4-H 

Week. 

 Plan one club meeting to which every member brings one friend who is not a 4-H club member.  4-H has 

lots to offer.  Letõs share the fun with everyone! 

 Set up an exhibit at a library, school or other community center where 4-H members can showcase the 
learning experiences they have gained through 4-H. 

 Plan a community-wide service project. 

Everyone (kids and adults) plan to wear a  

4 -H T-shirt on Wednesday, October 7.  

Join together and make a statement! 

4-Hõers ð Please pick up your  

State Fair Exhibits from the office. 
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Fair Premium Checks 

With the end of the fair, comes time to start figuring up the fair premium checks. This is the 
money that you receive for all static and livestock exhibits shown at the fair based on your rib-
bon placing. For all of your hard work and outstanding exhibits at the 2009 Buena Vista County 
Fair, the Buena Vista County Fair Board will get checks to 4-H clubs to disperse in November. 

4H Executive Council Members 

Rhonda Christensen, Extension Staff                        Wendy Groth, Fonda                                  

Bob Baschke, Extension Council                           Todd Sievers, Albert City 

Michael Groth, Youth Rep. Fonda                          Cindy Glienke, Aurelia                                                             

Kent Smith, Storm Lake                  Vicki Larson, Alta 

Debbie Erpelding, Extension Staff 

  

   

Buena Vista County 4-H Participating  

at Clay County Fair 

Buena Vista Consumer Judging Team and the           
Buena Vista Livestock Judging Team:              

Haven Chase, Shelby Meyer, Leslie Murphy, 
Newell Achievers, Jeremy Peterson,              

Chyann Smith, Ellen Converse, Anna Marie 
Ehlers , Danielle Peterson, Austin Ehlers,                     

Michelle Pederson, and Ryan Peters 

 Good Luck! 

OFFICE MANAGER POSITION OPEN  

ISU Extension ð Buena Vista County  is seeking a trustworthy, reliable individual, moti-

vated for quality and complete work for the position of Office Manager (32- 40 hours per 

week).  The selected applicant will provide assistance to other ISU Extension office staff 

through general office tasks.  Applicants should have strong organizational and computer 

skills in Word, FileMaker Pro, Excel, PowerPoint, and Publisher.  Bilingual in English and 

Spanish desired by not required.   Any combination of clerical office experience and/or 

post high school secretarial training equivalent to five years of full-time employment and 

experience in working with the public is desired.   Job description and application proc-

ess is available by contacting the ISU Extension Office-Buena Vista County at 824 Flindt 

Drive, Storm Lake, 712-732-5056, or rchirs@iastate.edu 

Application deadline, Saturday, September 12, 2009 -  Open until filled.  

Equal Opportunity Employer  

Buena Vista County Extension Council Members 

Leann Baumhover, Storm Lake  Nancy Sargent, Storm Lake 

Bob Baschke, Storm Lake                Mark Williams, Storm Lake 

Darla Weiland, Storm Lake    Linda Henrichs, Rembrandt 

Shelley Hohneke, Storm Lake  Roger Skelton, Rembrandt            

                              Linda Patterson, Linn Grove 

Congratulations to Stacie 

Glienke and Austin Ehlers 

for receiving                   

State Project Awards.  

Stacie is a 8 year MVA member who 

received her a Leadership Award.  

Austin, a Newell Booster 7 year 

member, received a Beef Award and 

will be attending National Congress.  

Congrats!!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
 
 

3 4 
 
 
 

5  MVA   Potluck 

Meeting Alta Elem 
 
 

6 7  
Newell Boosters 
6pm Allee Farm 

Office Closed 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14  Extension     
Council 5:15pm 
 
BV Equine  Meeting  
 

Shooting Sports  
Jrs.& Int. 7pm 

 

15 
Awards Due 
 
CYFAE Mtg 4pm 

 

16 17 
4-H Executive  
Council 7pm 

18 19 
 

 
 

20 MVM  MTG.  
 

21 
 
 

22 23 24 25 26 

27  CYC Meeting        

2 pm Extension Office 
28  Providence Go-

Getters Club Mtg.  
7pm 

29 30   
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OCTOBER 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 2 
 

3  Newell Boosters 

MVA  Meeting  

                                       
Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

4  

Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

 

5 6 7 
 

8 9 10 
Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

11 
Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

12 BV Equine  Meeting 
 

Shooting Sports  Jrs.& 
Int. 7pm 
Extension Council 5:15 

13 14 

 

15 16 17 Newell Achievers 

Mtg. 
Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

18 MVM  MTG.  
Pumpkin Patch Open 1-4 pm  

 
 

Fairfield 6pm 

19 20 21 
 

22                    
4-H Executive  
Council 7pm 

23 24 

25CYC Meeting        

2pm Extension Office 
26  Providence Go-

Getters Club Mtg.  7pm 
27 28 29 30 31 

2009 Clay County Fair 

Clay Fair 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

Clay Fair 

National 4-H Week 



ISU EXTENSION  

Buena Vista County Extension 

824 Flindt Drive, Suite 101 

Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5056 - phone 

712-732-5006 - fax 

xbuenavista@iastate.edu 

NONPROFIT STD 

US Postage Paid 

Storm Lake, IA 

Permit No. 100 

Important Dates 
 Record Books Due to Leaders - Tuesday, September 8, 2009 

 4-H Award Applications Due - Tuesday, September 15, 2009 

 Clay County Fair, Spencer - September 12-20, 2009 

 National 4-H Week - October 5-10, 2009  

 4-H Awards Program-November 15, 2009 

 Buena Vista County Fair July 22-25, 2010 

 

  

 


