Cycling Back to Nature:  Soils Alive!
From Tiny Rocks to Compost

Target Audience:  4th-8th grade
Description:  Activities in this curriculum are designed to stimulate a sense of stewardship for the environment through group discussion, role playing, experimentation, demonstration, and simulation.  
Format:  This curriculum is divided into 5 chapters with activities on the following:
Chapter 1:  Rocky Beginnings:  Soil’s Nonliving Components
· Apple Earth

· Mineral Cycle

· Mineral Comparisons

· Looking at Rocks

· Turning Rocks into Soil

· Soil Particles

· Tiny Rocks

Chapter 2:  Soil Boosters:  Soil’s Organic Components

· What’s Organic Material?
· Soil Stuff

· Digging For Answers

· Let’s Get Growing!

Chapter 3:  Don’t Eat Those Mudpies:  Soil’s Living Components
· Bacteria at Work
· Effects of Fungi on Decomposition

· Micro Monsters

· Earthworm Observations

· Make a Vermi-Composter

Chapter 4:  From Soil to Supper:  Our Reliance on Soil Organicw
· Traveling Tomatoes
· Peanut Farming

· Organics in Our Town

Chapter 5:  Cycling Back to Nature…with Organic Residue
· Organic Leftovers
· How Composting Works

· The Composting Tree

· Make a Point with Clay

· Make a Commitment

· From Tiny Rocks to Composting

“Cycling Back to Nature:  Soils Alive” curriculum guide can be borrowed for one month.
