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Hello everyone!!!
We are all getting so antsy about getting out and working in our yards if the weather would cooperate. Feel bad for the local folks for having to contend with the river water. I’ve been told that the weather doesn’t settle down and get nice while the river is at its elevated levels. Hopefully the river will crest and go on its downward way and we can start getting the nice days that we all look so forward too.
Make sure to get your plants or baked goods ready for the Spring Plant Sale which is coming up on Saturday, May 7 in the PetMed parking lot. We like to have the plants all potted a few weeks in advance if possible because they sell so much better that way.

Happy Mother’s Day to all our moms on Sunday, May 8! Hope you all have a great day!
-- Mary Ann Emery
Mission Statement

     The mission of the Master Gardener Program is to provide current, research-based, home horticulture information and education to the citizens of Iowa through ISU Extension programs and projects. Through their participation in educational activities, Master Gardeners also increase their own personal knowledge in horticulture. Master Gardeners extend Iowa State University Extension’s consumer horticulture education programs through volunteer activity.
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                Master Gardener News Items
Please mark your calendars with these important dates. 
Thanks Everyone!

a) Master Gardener Advisory Committee Meeting; 2nd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm at the Extension Office.  These meetings are open to all Master Gardener’s, Trainees (interns) and invited guests.  Please come and support your Extension programs. M.G. Advisory Committee Meeting: Monday,May 9, 2011  at 6:00 pm at the Dubuque County Extension Office.
b) Spring Plant Sale Saturday, May 7, 2011, starting at 7:00 a.m, and going until noon at the Dubuque Farmer’s Market in the PetMed parking lot.
c) Master Gardener Picnic, Sunday, August 27, starting at 5 p.m. at the Dubuque Arboretum.
NOTE:  These events have been approved for volunteer hours toward gaining or maintaining your Master Gardener certification.  Please contact Marv Stoffel at (563)582-4764 or by email at stoffel19@mchsi.com  if you want to be a volunteer at any of these events.  Watch this area for more exciting events to come.

From Marv Stoffel, President
Master Gardener Advisory Committee

     Our Call Center is up and running. The calls and questions are really starting to come in. If you haven't signed up to help with this yet, please call Trish or me to sign up. We need lots of volunteers to make this a success. Thanks to the people who have volunteered so far. You're Great!! This is another great opportunity to get volunteer hoursin and have fun doing this at the same time.
     We are sure getting some rain this Spring. You know what they say, "April Showers Bring May Flowers". There are many Spring flowers blooming and lots of perennials growing in my garden. I'm sure everyone that gardens are really busy with all the Spring clean-up and early plantings in their yards and gardens.
     Speaking of plantings, we are having our Master Gardeners Spring Plant Sale on May 7th in the Pet-Med parking lot, 12th and Iowa Street. I hope that many of you can donate plants, etc., and attend the Plant Sale. This is always a fun event. Details should be with this mailing. "The Plant Sale will not be a success without you". Hope to see you there!!!
 
Ask the ISU Extension 

Gardening Experts
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 When is the best time to plant asparagus? 
     Early spring (April) is the best time to plant an asparagus bed in Iowa. Since asparagus is a perennial crop, carefully consider possible sites. Asparagus performs best in well-drained soils in full sun. In poorly drained sites, raised beds may be a solution. Avoid shady sites near large trees and buildings. 
What are some good asparagus varieties for home gardens in Iowa? 

     Asparagus is dioecious. Dioecious plants produce separate male and female plants. Male asparagus plants live longer and are more productive than female plants. Excellent all-male asparagus varieties for the home garden include ‘Jersey Giant,’ ‘Jersey Knight,’ ‘Jersey King,’ and ‘Jersey Supreme.’ ‘Mary Washington’ and ‘Martha Washington’ are good standard asparagus varieties. (A planting of ‘Mary Washington’ or ‘Martha Washington’ will include both male and female plants.) ‘Purple Passion’ is a distinctive variety with purple shears. 
How do you plant asparagus? 

     Asparagus crowns should be planted in shallow trenches or furrows. The planting depth depends on the soil type. Asparagus crowns should be planted 6 to 8 inches deep in light, sandy soils, but only 4 to 6 inches deep in heavier soils. A small amount of well-rotted manure can be worked into the soil at the bottom of the trench before planting. Space the crowns 12 to 18 inches apart in rows that are 4 to 5 feet apart. Spread the roots out in the trench with the buds pointing upward. After planting, completely fill in the trench with soil. (Though commonly done in the past, it’s not necessary to gradually fill in the furrow as the plants grow.) 

After planting asparagus, how long must I wait before I can begin to harvest spears? 
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     Asparagus plants should be allowed to become well established before any spears are harvested. No spears should be harvested during the first growing season. Asparagus can be harvested over a three to four-week period during its second growing season. In following years, asparagus plantings can be harvested until early to mid-June. Harvest asparagus by cutting or snapping the spears when they reach a height of 6 to 8 inches. 

Is it possible to move an established asparagus bed? 

     The roots of established asparagus plants are deep and quite extensive. As a result, transplanting attempts are usually unsuccessful. Large, old plants will be severely injured during the transplanting procedure. Some may die. Those that survive may never produce a good crop. The best way to establish an asparagus planting is to purchase one-year-old plants or crowns from a garden center or mail-order nursery. 
When should I apply a pre-emergent herbicide to my lawn to control crabgrass? 

     The key to the successful control of crabgrass in lawns is the correct timing of the pre-emergent herbicide application. Crabgrass seeds begin to germinate when soil temperatures reach 55 to 60 F and continue to germinate over several weeks from spring into summer. Pre-emergent herbicides normally should be applied in early to mid-April in southern Iowa, mid-April to May 1 in central Iowa and late April to early May in the northern portion of the state. Spring weather often varies considerably from year to year in Iowa. Accordingly, gardeners should make minor adjustments in the timing of the pre-emergent herbicide application. If the weather in March and April is consistently warmer than normal, apply the pre-emergent herbicide early in the normal period. Apply the herbicide late in the recommended period if the state is experiencing a cool early spring. If you're still uncertain when to apply a pre-emergent herbicide, Mother Nature provides some helpful (colorful) clues. Pre-emergent herbicides should be applied when the forsythia blossoms start dropping or when redbud trees begin to bloom. Crabgrass seed germination typically begins after these events. 

When mowing the lawn, what is the proper mowing height? 

     Kentucky bluegrass lawns should be mowed at a height of 2 ½ to 3 inches in the spring and fall months.  Mow bluegrass lawns at a height of 3 to 3 ½ inches in June, July and August. A higher mowing height in summer helps to cool the crowns of the turfgrass plants, encourages deeper rooting and provides more leaf area for photosynthesis during the stressful summer months. 

     Mowing below the recommended range may scalp the turf and cause the turfgrass to deteriorate.  Extremely low mowing heights decrease the total leaf area, carbohydrate reserves and root growth, creating a situation where the turfgrass plants are unable to produce enough food to meet their needs.  This makes the plants more susceptible to drought, high temperature and wear injury. In addition, the bare areas created by a decrease in turfgrass density increase the chances of weed problems. 

     Mowing too high also can create problems. Mowing above the recommended range reduces tillering and causes matting of the grass. Reduced tillering results in fewer and coarser plants, while matted grass creates a micro-environment that encourages disease development. 

How often should I mow my lawn? 

     Mowing frequency is based on the growth rate of the turfgrass and mowing height. As a general rule, never remove more than one-third of the total leaf surface at any one mowing. Shorter mowing heights require more frequent mowing. A lawn maintained at a 2-inch height should be mowed when the grass reaches a height of 3 inches, while a lawn maintained at a 3-inch height should be cut when it reaches a height of 4 ½ inches. One inch of growth is removed when the lawn is maintained at a 2-inch height, one and one-half inches of growth is removed when the grass is maintained at a 3-inch height. During favorable growing conditions it may take grass five to six days to grow one inch, eight or nine days to grow one and one-half inches. Irrigation and fertilization practices, weather conditions and other factors determine the growth rate of the turfgrass. 

Should I bag my grass clippings when mowing the lawn? 

     When the lawn is mowed properly, grass clippings do not need to be removed or bagged. Small clippings filter down into the turf and quickly decompose, returning essential plant nutrients to the soil. Lawn clippings do not significantly contribute to thatch development. 

     Grass clippings may need to be bagged or raked and removed when mowing extremely tall grass. You also may want to bag the grass clippings and use them as mulch in vegetable and flower gardens. 
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How do I control violets in my lawn? 

     Violets are difficult to control in turfgrass areas. Digging up the plants is an option for home gardeners with a small infestation of violets. Broadleaf herbicides are the most practical solution when dealing with large numbers of violets. Broadleaf herbicides containing triclopyr usually provide good control of violets.  Applications can be made in spring (when the violets are blooming) or fall. Two applications, two to three weeks apart, are usually necessary to achieve good control. 
What would be a good strawberry variety for the home garden? 
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     Home gardeners can choose from three types of strawberries. June-bearers are the most widely planted type of strawberry. They produce one crop per year, the majority of fruit ripening in June. A second type of strawberry is the everbearing strawberry.  Everbearing varieties typically produce fruit in June and late summer/early fall with little flowering or fruiting in the intervening weeks. Day-neutral varieties are the third type of strawberry. Day-neutral varieties flower and fruit throughout the growing season if temperatures are moderate. Flower and fruit production stop during hot weather. 

     Suggested June-bearing strawberry varieties for Iowa include "Earliglow," "Allstar," "Honeoye," "Surecrop," "Redchief," "Jewel" and "Kent." "Ozark Beauty" and "Ogallala" are good everbearing varieties. "Tristar" and "Tribute" are the best performing day-neutral varieties. 

When establishing a new strawberry bed, can I move plants from an existing bed or should I purchase plants from a garden center? 

     Purchase plants from a reliable garden center or mail-order nursery. Plants from an old planting may be disease infested. Plants purchased from reputable garden centers and mail-order nurseries should be disease-free.

I can’t plant my strawberries because the soil is too wet. What should I do with the plants? 

     If planting must be delayed after purchase, place moist material, such as wood shavings or sphagnum moss, around the plant’s roots and place the plants in a plastic bag. Store the plants in the refrigerator at 32 to 40 degrees Fahrenheit. The strawberries can be safely stored in the refrigerator for one to two weeks. 

What would be a good planting site for strawberries? 

     When selecting a planting site, choose an area that receives full sun and has a well-drained soil. Planting sites should receive at least six hours of direct sunlight per day. Leaf and root diseases are often problems in poorly drained, wet soils. Do not plant in areas that are heavily infested with perennial weeds. Perennial weeds, such as quackgrass, are extremely difficult to control in a strawberry planting. Also, avoid sites where strawberries, tomatoes, potatoes and peppers have been grown within the last two years to prevent possible root disease problems. 

What is the proper way to plant strawberries? 

     When ready to plant, trim off the older leaves, place the roots of the plants in water for an hour, then plant immediately. Set each plant in the ground so the crown of the plant is even with the soil surface.
     The type of strawberry determines plant spacing. June-bearing strawberries should be planted 18 to 24 inches apart in rows spaced 4 feet apart. Runners will develop and root freely to form a matted row about 2 feet wide. Everbearing and day-neutral strawberries are typically planted in beds consisting of two or three rows. Space rows 1 foot apart. Plants are spaced 1 foot apart within the rows. A 2-foot-wide path should separate the beds. Any runners that develop on everbearing and day-neutral strawberries should be removed and the plants maintained as large, single plants. 

     Immediately after planting, water the strawberry plants and apply a starter fertilizer solution to aid establishment. A starter fertilizer solution can be prepared by dissolving one or two tablespoons of an all-purpose garden fertilizer, such as 10-10-10, in one gallon of water. Apply one to two cups to each plant. A starter fertilizer solution can also be prepared using a water soluble fertilizer. Follow label directions when preparing the solution. 

I planted strawberries this spring.  Do I need to remove this year’s blossoms? 

     During the first growing season, all the blossoms should be removed from June-bearing strawberries. If the flowers are allowed to develop into berries, their development will reduce plant growth, runner production and the size of next year’s crop. Check the strawberry plants once a week and remove the blossoms by pinching or cutting. Flower production on June-bearing strawberries should stop by early July. 

     With everbearing and day-neutral strawberries, remove all blossoms until early July.  Any flowers that bloom after this period may be allowed to develop into fruit. The first berries should ripen in August and continue until frost.
     After a long, drab winter, most gardeners anxiously await the arrival of spring. One sure sign that spring has truly arrived is the bright yellow flowers of the forsythia. This week Iowa State University Extension garden experts have answers to questions about this deciduous shrub named after William Forsyth, an 18th century Scottish horticulturist. Gardeners with additional questions can contact the experts by emailing or calling the ISU Extension horticulture hotline at hortline@iastate.edu or  515-294-3108.

My forsythia shrubs are vigorous and healthy, but don’t bloom well. Why? 
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Forsythias bloom on old wood. Unfortunately, the flower buds on some varieties are not reliably cold hardy in Iowa. For example, the flower buds on ‘Lynwood Gold’ and ‘Spring Glory’ are hardy to minus 10 degrees Fahrenheit.  Since most areas in Iowa experience winter temperatures below minus 10 F, these cultivars often don’t bloom well in the state. 

     Improper pruning is another possible cause. Flower buds on forsythias begin to develop by early summer.  Pruning the shrubs anytime from mid-summer until just prior to bloom will drastically reduce flowering. To achieve the best floral display, forsythias should be pruned immediately after flowering.

What are some good forsythia varieties for Iowa? 

     When selecting a forsythia, choose a cultivar that reliably blooms in Iowa. The flower buds on some varieties are not reliably cold hardy in Iowa. For example, ‘Lynwood Gold’ and ‘Spring Glory,’ typically don’t bloom well in Iowa as their flower buds are often killed by cold winter temperatures.

     Forsythia varieties that grow well and bloom reliably in Iowa include ‘Meadowlark’ (bright yellow flowers, grows 8 to 10 feet tall, has arching spreading form), ‘Northern Sun’ (medium yellow flowers, grows 8 to 10 feet tall, has arching spreading form, University of Minnesota introduction), ‘Sunrise’ (medium yellow flowers, grows 5 to 6 feet tall, dense growth habit, an Iowa State University introduction), and ‘Northern Gold’ (yellow gold flowers, grows 8 to 10 feet tall). 
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When is the best time to prune forsythias? 

     Since they bloom on old wood, forsythias should be pruned immediately after flowering. Pruning the shrubs anytime from mid-summer until just prior to bloom will reduce flowering in spring. When pruning mature forsythias, it’s best to remove one-fourth to one-third of the oldest (largest) stems at ground level every other year. New shoots will emerge from the ground and bloom in following years. Old, neglected forsythias can be rejuvenated by pruning them back to within 3 to 4 inches of the ground in late winter or early spring.  The shrubs will grow back quickly and should begin blooming again in one or two years. 

What would be a good planting site for forsythias? 

     Forsythias grow and bloom best in areas that receive at least six hours of direct sun. They will grow in partial shade, but won’t bloom as heavily. Forsythias adapt to a wide range of soils. However, they do not perform well in wet, poorly drained sites. 
      The forsythia is an excellent plant for mixed shrub borders. It can also be utilized as an informal hedge.  Low-growing cultivars can be used as groundcovers. 

How do you propagate forsythias? 

     The forsythia is easily propagated from softwood cuttings. Softwood cuttings should be made from the current season’s growth in late June or early July. Using a sharp knife, cut off 4 to 6 inch long shoots. Pinch off the leaves on the lower half of the cutting. Dip the base (cut end) of the cuttings in a root-promoting compound. Root the cuttings in a large pot or flat containing coarse sand or perlite. Insert the bottom two inches of the cuttings into the rooting medium and firm the material around the base of each cutting. After all the cuttings are inserted, water the medium and let it drain. Cover the container and cuttings with a clear plastic bag or dome to reduce water loss. Then place the cuttings in bright light, but not direct sunlight. Forsythia cuttings should root in six to eight weeks. When the cuttings have well developed root systems, remove them from the rooting medium and transplant into individual pots using a well-drained potting mix. 

     About the Authors: Richard Jauron, Horticulture, 515-294-1871 , rjauron@iastate.edu; Willy Klein, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0662, wklein@iastate.edu
Garden Natives and Invasives Webinar Series Offered by Master Gardener Program

By Jennifer Bousselot and Willy Klein 

     The Iowa Master Gardener program is once again offering a series of summer webinars. The 2011 series  titled "Garden Natives and Invasives" will be hosted by Iowa State University Extension county offices on the fourth Tuesday of the month, May through August.
     "Plant Communities of Iowa," the first session in the series, is scheduled for May 24. During this session, the history and relevance of native ecosystems across Iowa will be discussed; including geology, soils, climate and human intervention. Information on the role plant culture, such as aspect, slope and soil type, plays in proper plant selection will also be discussed. By learning some of these principles, participants will be better able to design their own landscapes using native plants. Suggested species of native plants for each plant community will be mentioned. The session presenter is Howard Bright of Ion Exchange, Inc.,Harpers Ferry, Iowa.

     "Identification and Management of Invasive Woody Plants in Iowa" is the session scheduled for June 28. It will look at some of Iowa's most notorious invasive woody plants, their potential impacts and the life history characteristics of woody plants that increase the likelihood of their invasiveness. Additional topics will be a closer look at how a specific invasive plant (common buckthorn) contributes to the establishment of other invasive pests, and a citizen-scientist project that participants can join to help manage buckthorn. Two presenters from Iowa State University – Jan Thompson, Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management, and Matt O’Neal, Department of Entomology – will conduct this session.

     Participants will discover the history and reach of the Tallgrass Prairie Center during the third session on July 26. The Tallgrass Prairie Center develops research, techniques, education and source-identified seed for restoration and preservation of prairie vegetation. Daryl Smith, from the Tallgrass Prairie Center and University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, is the presenter.

     The final session on August 23, "Native Friends and Invading Forces," will highlight the importance of native species and discuss the problems and related issues with invasive species in Iowa. An attempt will be made to define the elusive terms “native” and “invasive.” Participants will learn about appropriate and inappropriate uses of native materials, and also tips on selection of plant materials for use in landscapes with a better chance of not overstaying or overgrowing their welcome. Because gardening success is often largely dependent on choosing materials to fit planting sites, an exploration of reasonable site adaptations will be included in the session. The program will help tie together information that has been presented in earlier programs in the series and will be presented by Rich Pope, Harrison County Extension Coordinator from Logan, Iowa.
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     To locate a participating county, visit http://www.mastergardener.iastate.edu/info/summerwebinar2011.html or contact your county extension office.

     About the Authors: Jennifer Bousselot, Master Gardener Coordinator, 515-294-4813, jmbouss@iastate.edu;  Willy Klein, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0662, wklein@iastate.edu.
Sustainable Landscape Designs and Water Features Detailed in New Publications

By Ann Marie VanDerZanden, and Willy Klein 

     AMES, Iowa — Creating a sustainable landscape or an outdoor living space that includes a water feature is made easier with expert advice, and that is what Ann Marie VanDerZanden, Iowa State professor of horticulture and extension landscape horticulture specialist, offers in her two most recent publications. “Sustainable Home Landscapes,” co-authored with former horticulture student Josh Schultes, was released this month; “Ornamental Water Features for the Midwest,” co-authored by VanDerZanden, Cynthia Haynes, ISU horticulture, and Richard Clayton, ISU aquaculture, was released in January.
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     People who desire a low-maintenance landscape that uses limited outside resources, is environmentally friendly and economically feasible, and is aesthetically pleasing are looking for a sustainable landscape. The benefits of a sustainable landscape are that it uses fewer inputs (water, chemicals – fertilizer and pesticides, and labor) and creates minimal outputs (green waste), but is still aesthetically pleasing.

     “In many cases, homeowners can add sustainability to their landscape by making a few changes relative to the plants they include and the hardscapes they use,” VanDerZanden said.

     VanDerZanden gives the following as ways to add sustainability, “Removing a concrete walkway and replacing it with permeable pavers can reduce the amount of stormwater that leaves the site. Keeping rainfall on the site where it falls is an important part of a sustainable landscape. Or, replacing high input plants (those that need a lot of water, fertilizer, pesticides) like hybrid tea roses with a low input shrub rose, is a good way to improve sustainability.”

     In “Sustainable Home Landscapes,” she tells how to design two categories of sustainable landscapes – those that are new construction and ones that involve retrofitting an existing design. The full-color photographs compliment the information about plant and turf selection, hardgoods and irrigation, as well as inspire the reader. The publication is available through the ISU Extension Online Store, www.extension.iastate.edu/store, for $6.50, plus shipping and handling. 
     The second publication, “Ornamental Water Features for the Midwest,” was designed to discuss the nuances of Midwest water features which wouldn’t necessarily be covered in a general “how to build a water feature” publication. “Water features in the Midwest are a little tricky relative to warmer parts of the country,” VanDerZanden  said. “Because of our extreme cold temperatures, the materials used for the water feature, such as the liner material, pump and plants, must be able to handle the cold. It also means that if fish are in the pond that the pond must be deep enough to allow the fish to overwinter.”

     This 24-page publication is divided into 5 chapters — Ecosystems, Types of water features, Design and construction considerations, Selecting water garden plants, and Rain gardens — and features more than 50 photographs and illustrations to dramatically bring the information to life. The publication is available through the ISU Extension Online Store, www.extension.iastate.edu/store, for $7, plus shipping and handling.
Boxelder Bugs in the Springtime
By Donald Lewis, Department of Entomology

     Iowans are accustomed to seeing the familiar and well-known black-and-red boxelder bug (BEB) adults cluster on the south side of the house and invade during late fall in some years. These adults are following an ages-old habit of migrating from the trees to wintertime hiding places such as protected cracks and gaps where they can hunker down and hibernate out of the weather.
      As late winter turns to spring those BEB adults that have survived the winter hidden behind exterior siding and in attics, wall voids, window/door casings, and similar protected areas attempt to make the return trip from hiding place to trees. At this time of year, overwintered bugs may be noticeable in the air on sunny days, and on cooler days may be "hanging around" on the house siding or in the lawn.
     Spring is also the time of year when there may be renewed activity by these (and other) accidental invaders inside the house. Some bugs attempting to escape to the outdoors make a wrong turn inside the wall void and move inward into living areas, emerging from beneath baseboards, window and door frames, light fixtures, vents, etc.
      Homeowners often seek immediate and complete relief from the annoyance of accidental invaders. Unfortunately, this simply is not possible, since the bugs are emerging from hidden areas that are inaccessible to insecticides. Household foggers ("bug bombs") will not penetrate and control pests in these areas. Residual sprays generally kill invaders too slowly to be considered successful.
      The best way to dispose of ladybugs and boxelder bugs appearing indoors is with a vacuum cleaner. Both insects tend to emit substances that can stain surfaces, making a broom less desirable. Repeated vacuuming may seem inefficient and monotonous, but it remains the most practical control.
      During the summer months, BEBs live, feed and reproduce on trees, shrubs and other plants (including boxelders, maples, ashes and others). They feed on sap from their host plants but do not cause significant damage. The bright red, soft-bodied nymphs are occasionally seen in midsummer in unlikely places such as in the lawn or flower beds, and on shrubs, sidewalks and driveways.
      It is not necessary and probably unwise to attempt to control boxelder bugs in early spring. These are not the same bugs that will invade the house in the fall. The overwintered bugs produce offspring in early summer that mature into adults and reproduce in July.  It is this second generation of the summer that produces the accidental invader adults in October, that is, the "grandchildren" of the BEB in the lawn in April. The number that will be present in October is dependent on the upcoming weather, and killing some adults now will not make as much difference as will the weather in July.
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Boxelder bug adults come out of hibernation in early spring.
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Boxelder bug nymphs are bright red with black head and wing pads.
Dealing With Tree Damage After the Storm

By Richard Jauron and Willy Klein 
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     AMES, Iowa — Stormy weather frequently damages trees throughout Iowa. In most cases, the extent of tree damage isn't due to the luck of the draw.
     According to Richard Jauron, Iowa State University Extension horticulturist, certain tree species are much more susceptible to storm damage than others. For example, silver maple, Siberian elm, willow and green ash are quite vulnerable to strong winds. Oaks, lindens and sugar maples are less susceptible to storm damage. In addition to tree species, the age of the tree, its condition and maintenance history also determine the extent of storm damage. Large, old trees with a structural weakness, such as some trunk decay and those with narrow branch angles are particularly susceptible to damage. No tree species can withstand the fury of a tornado.
 
Assessing storm-damaged trees
     Carefully examine trees to determine the extent of damage. Give immediate attention to trees that are hazards to people or property. If a power line is involved, utility company personnel are the only ones who should be working in the area. After the elimination of hazardous situations, individual tree care can be assessed.
      Storm damage to a tree can vary from a few small broken limbs to complete destruction. Severe damage to the main trunk often warrants removal of the tree. Trees that have sustained major trunk damage are no longer structurally sound and may come down completely in the next storm. Trees that have the majority of their crown destroyed are probably not salvageable.
 
Caring for storm-damaged trees
     When pruning damaged trees, use correct pruning techniques to minimize the size of the wound and avoid flush cuts. Remove stubs by pruning back to an undamaged side branch, main branch or trunk. Generally, pruning paints are not necessary. However, wounds that occur on oaks between March 1 and July 1 should be painted to reduce the potential transmission of the fungus responsible for oak wilt. When painting pruning cuts on oak trees, use a latex house paint rather than asphalt or creosote-based paints.

     The pruning of large branches and damaged branches high in the tree canopy should be left to trained arborists. Cabling and bracing may be appropriate if the cost involved can be justified. Cabling and bracing do not save trees that have suffered extensive structural damage.
 
Tree removal and replacement
     If tree removal and replacement ends up being your only alternative, Jauron recommends selecting tree species and cultivars with a sturdy reputation. Excellent maple species include black and sugar. Oak species for Iowa include white, swamp white, bur and red. Linden (both American and littleleaf), American hophornbeam and ginkgo are other possibilities. Selection of a sturdy tree species alone will not ensure a strong tree. Proper pruning when small is imperative.

     ISU Extension publications contain additional information on caring for trees damaged during storms:
Managing Storm-damaged Trees – Sustainable Urban Landscapes (SUL 6); Choosing an Arborist (RG 214); Pruning Trees: Shade, Flowering, and Conifer – Sustainable Urban Landscapes (SUL 5); and Understanding the Effects of Flooding on Trees – Sustainable Urban Landscapes (SUL 1) can all be downloaded from the ISU Extension online store.
Control of Nimblewill in Lawns 

 By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture

    When Kentucky bluegrass and other cool-season grasses begin to green-up in spring, some home gardeners are dismayed to see brown spots in the lawn. In some cases, the brown spots are dead patches of bluegrass. However, in other cases, the brown spots are a different type (species) of grass that greens up later in spring. One grass species that is easy to spot in bluegrass lawns in early spring is nimblewill.
      Nimblewill (Muhlenbergia schreberi) is a warm-season perennial grass. Nimblewill is a thin, wiry grass that is pale green or gray-green in color. It spreads by aboveground shoots or stolons, often forming circular spots in the lawn. Nimblewill also spreads via seeds. Plants flower and produce seeds in late summer/early fall.
      Nimblewill grows in sun or shade. In home lawns, nimblewill is most often found in shady areas. Kentucky bluegrass doesn't grow well in shady sites. Nimblewill (like most lawn weeds) is most successful in establishing itself in thin, poorly growing stands of turfgrass.
      Nimblewill is easy to spot in lawns because it greens up late in spring (typically May in Iowa) and turns brown in early fall. Nimblewill is objectionable in the lawn because of its gray-green color and delayed green-up in spring and early browning in fall.
      Nimblewill is difficult to control in bluegrass lawns as control options are limited. One way to control nimblewill infested areas is to completely destroy the nimblewill with an application of glyphosate (Roundup). Another option is to dig up and destroy the nimblewill. Bluegrass or other cool-season grasses have to be reestablished by seeding or sodding after the nimblewill is completely destroyed. There was no way to selectively control nimblewill growing in Kentucky bluegrass or other cool-season grasses.
      While the selective control of nimblewill was not possible in past years, it is an option as of 2011. Tenacity (mesotrione) is a systemic herbicide that selectively controls nimblewill in bluegrass lawns. (It is also safe for perennial ryegrass, tall fescue, and the fine-leaf fescues.) Tenacity can only be applied by lawn care professionals. It will not be available to home gardeners. When treated with Tenacity, nimblewill stops growing, turns white, and eventually dies. Three applications (at two to three week intervals) are usually necessary to control nimblewill. Occasionally, white tips can also be seen on Kentucky bluegrass and other cool-season grasses following treatment. This is a temporary symptom, as the grass tips will be removed during subsequent mowings.
 

Nimblewill forms patches that turn green much later in the spring than surrounding turfgrasses in the lawn.
Gardening Tip:

     Make sure that you are up to date on your tetanus shots. It is too easy to get cut this time of year and we need to make sure that we have protected ourselves so make sure you are current on your vaccinations.  If you have any tips that will help other gardeners, please email them to me at gordycat24@aol.com. Please put the words Gardening Tip in the subject line and I will put them in upcoming newsletters.  Thanks for sharing your tips. Mary Ann Emery
 Iowa State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability.  
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