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Hello everyone!!!
Here it is almost the end of January and guess who is still trying to pack away Christmas decorations. Slowly getting things packed, but it just seems to take forever. We did get out a couple of days for a nice long walk. Can’t wait for spring to get here so we can get out everyday.
Is everybody ready for the Spring Seminar? I sure appreciate the chance to go every year.  We have lots of great speakers lined up and it should be a great day for everyone. Hope to see you there.

Spring will be here before we know it and we will all be busy in our yards uncovering, cleaning up and planting new beds and trying new flowers again this year. We are all looking forward to a new growing season.
-- Mary Ann Emery
Mission Statement

     The mission of the Master Gardener Program is to provide current, research-based, home horticulture information and education to the citizens of Iowa through ISU Extension programs and projects. Through their participation in educational activities, Master Gardeners also increase their own personal knowledge in horticulture. Master Gardeners extend Iowa State University Extension’s consumer horticulture education programs through volunteer activity.
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                Master Gardener News Items
Please mark your calendars with these 
important dates.  Thanks Everyone!

a) Master Gardener Advisory Committee Meeting; 2nd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm at the Extension Office.  These meetings are open to all Master Gardener’s, Trainees (interns) and invited guests.  Please come and support your Extension programs. M.G. Advisory Committee Meeting: Monday, February 14, 2011  at 6:00 pm at the Dubuque County Extension Office.
b) Spring Seminar, Saturday March 5, 2011 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. NICC Town Clock Center.
NOTE:  These events have been approved for volunteer hours toward gaining or maintaining your Master Gardener certification.  Please contact Marv Stoffel at (563)582-4764 or by email at stoffel19@mchsi.net  if you want to be a volunteer at any of these events.  Watch this area for more exciting events to come.

From Marv Stoffel, President
Master Gardener Advisory Committee

     Does anyone out there have Cabin Fever? Well, I have a remedy that helps me,--It's looking at Seed Catalogs and attending The Spring Seminar.
   This year has started out a little bit different. We regretfully decided to not have the Master Gardening Classes this year due to low enrollment sign-up. So, hopefully we will have them next year. Please get the word out to whoever you think might be interested in taking these classes next year.
     We will have the Call Center again this year starting in March on Mondays. Please read all the details with this mailing. We need lots of volunteers to make this happen. We can't do this without all our great volunteers. Thank you!!!  You're great!!!
     Our next big event this year will be the Spring Seminar coming up on March 5th. Cathy Darrah is chairing this event, and has a great lineup of speakers. Look for all the details with this mailing. We need many volunteers, so please help out and have fun doing this. Hope to see you there!!!
Spring Seminar

     The Spring Seminar scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2011, at the NICC downtown campus will be here before we know it. If you have anything that you can donate for door prizes all items are always greatly appreciated. Everyone likes having their number drawn for a prize so please keep the seminar in mind when you are out shopping for something to donate. We also will accept any extra seed catalogs as well for that day.
     Everyone is asked to please bring either something for breakfast or a dessert to go with lunch. Please call Cathy Darrah at 563-588-0743 to let her know what you will be bringing to share at the Seminar.

     We will be having some new speakers this year but we will also be having Sara Carpenter back again. It should be a very informative day so please plan on attending. You need to get your reservations in to Trish by March 1st. And please be sure to indicate your choice for the lunch that will be provided. Thanks and hope to see all of you there.

     If you are looking for volunteer hours, help will be needed on Friday the 4th at 4:30 to help set up. We will need help setting up tables, stuffing folders and there will be other miscellaneous tasks that need to be completed. So if you can help just please be at the downtown center. Thanks in advance.

Ask the ISU Extension 

Gardening Experts
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Will a fluorescent light fixture provide sufficient light for seedlings?  

     A standard fluorescent shop fixture containing two 40-watt tubes will provide sufficient light to grow seedlings indoors. For best results, place one cool white and one warm white tube in each fixture. Place the fluorescent lights no more than four to six inches above the seedlings. The lights should be on for 12 to 14 hours each day.  
What type of germination medium should I use to start seedlings indoors?  

     The germination medium should be lightweight, porous and free of pathogens. Excellent seed-starting media are commercially prepared soilless mixes, such as Jiffy Mix. Use a high quality, well-drained potting mix when transplanting seedlings into individual pots or cell packs.  
When should I sow my flower and vegetable seeds indoors?  

     The growth rate of the seedlings and the outdoor planting date determine when to sow seeds indoors. The crop time (number of weeks from sowing to planting outdoors) for several popular flowers and vegetables are as follows: 10 to 12 weeks - geranium; eight to 10 weeks - petunia and impatiens; six to eight weeks - marigold, pepper and eggplant; five to seven weeks - tomato, cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower; three to four weeks - cucumber, watermelon, muskmelon and squash.   
Which types of containers can be used to start seedlings indoors?  

     Various containers can be used to germinate and grow transplants. Gardeners can purchase flats, trays, cell packs, pots, compressed peat pellets and other commercial products. Cut-off milk cartons or plastic jugs, paper cups and egg cartons also can be used to start seeds. Previously used flats, trays and pots should be cleaned and disinfected before re-use. Wash the containers in soapy water; then disinfect them in a solution of one part chlorine bleach and nine parts water. Holes should be punched in the bottom of milk cartons, jugs, paper cups and similar containers to allow for drainage.  
Do I need to purchase a heat mat to successfully germinate seeds indoors?  

     Most seeds germinate best when the medium temperature is consistently 70 to 75 F. Placing containers in a warm location in the house, such as on top of a radiator or near a heat register, usually works fine. In cool environments, electric heating cables or mats can be used to ensure warm medium temperatures.  
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Geraniums are relatively easy to grow from seeds. 

When should I sow geranium seeds indoors?  
     Geraniums are relatively easy to grow from seeds. However, geranium seedlings are slow growing. Geranium seeds should be sown in early to mid-February to produce flowering plants for spring. Flowering occurs approximately 13 to 15 weeks after sowing. Suggested seed-grown geraniums for Iowa include varieties in the Elite, Orbit, Maverick, and Multibloom Series. (A series is a group of closely related varieties with uniform characteristics, such as height, spread and flowering habit. Generally, the only characteristic that varies within a series is flower color.)  

What should I do with my amaryllis after it is done blooming?  

     Some individuals discard their amaryllis after it is done blooming. However, it’s possible to save the amaryllis and force it to flower again next year.  

     Proper cultural practices must be followed to successfully grow and reflower amaryllis bulbs. After the flowers fade, cut off the flower stalk with a sharp knife. Make the cut one to two inches above the bulb. Don't damage the foliage. In order for the bulb to bloom again next season, the plant must replenish its depleted food reserves. The strap-like leaves manufacture food for the plant. Place the plant in a sunny window and water when the soil surface is nearly dry. Fertilize every two to four weeks with a dilute fertilizer solution.  

     The amaryllis can be moved outdoors in late May. Harden or acclimate the plant to the outdoors by initially placing it in a shady, protected area. After two or three days, gradually expose the amaryllis to longer periods of direct sun. The amaryllis should be properly hardened in seven to 10 days. Once hardened, select a site in partial to full sun. Dig a hole and set the pot into the ground. Outdoors, continue to water the plant during dry weather. Also, continue to fertilize the amaryllis once or twice a month through July. Bring the plant indoors in mid-September. Plants left indoors should be kept in a sunny window.  

     In order to bloom, amaryllis bulbs must be exposed to temperatures of 50 to 55 F for a minimum of eight to 10 weeks. This can be accomplished by inducing the plant to go dormant and then storing the dormant bulb at a temperature of 50 to 55 F. To induce dormancy, place the plant in cool, semi-dark location in late September and withhold water. Cut off the foliage when the leaves turn brown. Then place the dormant bulb in a 50 to 55 degree location for at least eight to 10 weeks. After the cool requirement has been met, start the growth cycle again by watering the bulb and placing it in a well-lighted, 70 to 75 F location. Keep the potting soil moist, but not wet, until growth appears. The other option is to place the plant in a well-lighted, 50 to 55 F location in fall. Maintain the amaryllis as a green plant from fall to early to mid-winter. After the cool requirement has been met, move the plant to a warmer (70 to 75 F) location.  

     Additional information about foliage and flowering house plants and succulents is available in the ISU Extension publication Indoor Plants, PM 0713. This publication includes 180 color photos and 110 plant descriptions and can be ordered from the ISU Extension Online Store at www.extension.iastate.edu/store/. 

Which plum varieties can be successfully grown in northern Iowa?  
     Several hybrid plum varieties developed at the University of Minnesota are reliably hardy in northern Iowa. These hybrid plums include ‘Alderman’ (burgundy red skin, yellow flesh), ‘Pipestone’ (red skin, golden yellow flesh), ‘Superior’ (red skin, yellow flesh) and ‘Underwood’ (dull red skin, yellow flesh). The aforementioned hybrid plums are self-unfruitful. (Self-unfruitful trees cannot produce fruit from their own pollen.) A pollinator, such as ‘Toka,’ needs to be planted to pollinate the hybrid plums. ‘Toka’ produces small red fruit with yellow flesh in addition to being an excellent pollinator.  

     ‘Mount Royal’ is a self-fruitful European plum variety that is hardy in northern Iowa.  ‘Mount Royal’ produces small fruit with bluish black skin and greenish yellow flesh.  

     Why Fruit Trees Fail to Bear, PM 1083, an ISU Extension publication available for download from the Online Store, further explains the factors affecting a tree's ability to begin and continue to bear fruit.
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Which trees and shrubs provide food for birds during the winter months?  
     When attempting to attract birds to the landscape, trees and shrubs that provide food during the winter months are extremely important because natural foods are most limited at this time of year. Trees that provide food for birds in winter include hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), hawthorn (Crataegus species), eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) and crabapple (Malus species).  Shrubs that provide food for birds include red chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia), northern bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica), sumac (Rhus species), roses (native species and Rosa rugosa), snowberry (Symphoricarpos species), nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) and American cranberrybush viburnum (Viburnum trilobum).  

     To learn how to make your backyard more inviting to many birds, order Bird Feeding: Tips for Beginners and Veterans, G 3176  from the ISU Extension Online Store at www.extension.iastate.edu/store.


What should I do with my poinsettia after the holidays?  
     If given good care in the home, poinsettias should remain attractive for two to three months. Toss the poinsettia when you grow tired of it or it becomes unattractive.  

     For those home gardeners who enjoy a challenge, it is possible to get the poinsettia to bloom again next season. Cut the stems back to within four to six inches of the soil in March. The poinsettia also may be repotted at this time. When new growth appears, place the poinsettia in a sunny window. Continue to water the plant when the soil surface becomes dry to the touch. Fertilize every two weeks with a dilute fertilizer solution.  

     In late May, move the poinsettia outdoors. Harden or acclimate the plant to the outdoors by placing it in a shady, protected area for two to three days, then gradually expose it to longer periods of direct sun. The poinsettia should be properly hardened in seven to 10 days. Once hardened, dig a hole in an area that receives about six hours of sunlight and set the pot into the ground. To obtain a compact, bushy plant, pinch or cut off the shoot tips once or twice from late June to mid-August. Continue to water and fertilize the plant outdoors.  

     The poinsettia should be brought indoors in mid-September. Place the plant in a bright, sunny window. The poinsettia is a short-day plant. Short-day plants grow vegetatively during the long days of summer and produce flowers when days become shorter in the fall. To get the poinsettia to flower for Christmas, the plant must receive complete darkness from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily from early October until the bracts develop good color, usually early to mid-December. Protect the plant from light by placing it in a closet or by covering with a box. During the remainder of the day, the poinsettia should be in a sunny window.  


How do you care for a cineraria?  
     The cineraria (Pericallis x hybrida) is a flowering plant that is typically sold at floral shops and other retailers from mid-winter to early spring. Plants produce clusters of 1- to 3-inch-diameter, daisy-like flowers. They are available in a wide range of colors, including pink, red, lavender, purple and blue. Many flowers have white eyes.  

     Cinerarias should be placed in bright, indirect light with a temperature near 60 degrees Fahrenheit. Keep the potting soil evenly moist, but not saturated. If the potting soil becomes dry, the plant will wilt rapidly and may die if not promptly watered. The pots of most flowering plants purchased at floral shops and other retailers are placed inside decorative pot covers. When watering the plant, carefully remove the pot cover, water the plant in the sink, let it drain for a few minutes, then drop the plant back into the pot cover.  

     Cinerarias should remain attractive for two to three weeks if given good care. After the flowers dry and shrivel, discard the plants.

     Two publications available from the Iowa State University Extension Online Store are helpful when considering indoor plants. Indoor Plants, PM 713, by Cynthia Haynes, is a 2006 Garden Writers Association Silver Award of Achievement winner. It covers foliage and flowering house plants and succulents and florists' plants and includes 180 color photos and 110 plant descriptions. Lighting & Houseplants, RG 0402, is a Reiman Garden publication that can be downloaded from the Online Store.

     To ask the ISU Extension garden experts questions, call the Hortline at 515- 294-3108, Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m., or e-mail hortline@iastate.edu.

     Contacts : Richard Jauron, Horticulture, 515-294-1871, rjauron@iastate.edu, Laura Sternweis, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0775, lsternwe@iastate.edu 

Annual Forest Stewardship Conference Is March 12

[image: image8.jpg]



     AMES, Iowa — The 2011 Tri-State Forest Stewardship Conference is Saturday, March 12, at Sinsinawa Mound Center, Sinsinawa, Wis. This is the 17th year for the conference, which annually draws 550 woodland landowners from Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa. 

     According to Jesse Randall, Iowa State University Extension forester, “It has become one of the largest private woodland owner conferences in the nation. The conference regularly fills to capacity, so those interested in participating are encouraged to register early to secure their place and receive the ‘Early Bird’ registration discount.”

     More than 25 presentations will cover a wide range of topics focusing on private woodland owners, including growing and maintaining backyard fruit trees, timber marketing in today’s economy, the how twos of woodland burning, surveying the land for wildlife, introductory beekeeping, emerald ash borer and gypsy moth updates in the tri-state region, design and layout of forest roads and trails to stop erosion, raising/collecting forest edibles, and crop tree release techniques to maximize tree growth. A full list of topics with each presenter’s biographical sketch can be found online at www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/. 

     Participants also will have the opportunity to interact with state and federal forest managers, as well as to see the most recent advances in forestry technology at the vendors fair.  

     “This year, there will be a two-hour chainsaw safety discussion taught by STIHL Safety Instructors and a two-hour estate planning workshop,” Randall said. “Enrollment for both the chainsaw safety and the estate planning workshop will be limited to the first 50 individuals.” 

     Additional conference information is available online at www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/, including the conference brochure and registration materials.

     Randall encouraged woodland owners to take advantage of the Early Bird Registration Discount. The adult registration fee is $40 per person on or before Feb. 19 and $50 per person after that date. The fee includes a continental breakfast, buffet luncheon, refreshments, resource packet and handouts. 

     The deadline to mail registrations is March 2. Advance registration is required; no walk-in registrations on the day of the conference will be allowed. Participation is limited to 550; so early registration is encouraged and will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Registration materials can be found at www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/.
     The conference is presented in partnership with the Cooperative Extension Services at Iowa State University and University of Illinois; the Department of Natural Resources from each of the three states; the Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management at Iowa State University; and the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

     The Sinsinawa Mound Center is located in Wisconsin, a few miles east of Dubuque, Iowa. 

      For more information, contact Jesse Randall at 515-294-1168 or send email to randallj@iastate.edu.
     Contacts : Jesse Randall, ISU Extension Forestry, 515-294-1168, randallj@iastate.edu , Laura Sternweis, Extension Communications and External Relations, (515) 294-0775, lsternwe@iastate.edu 
Give Yourself Wellness for Holidays and Beyond

     AMES, Iowa – Holiday gift givers shouldn’t neglect their needs during the holiday season.
     “As you get caught up in the holiday frenzy, remember to give yourself a gift — wellness,” said Sarah Francis, an Iowa State University assistant professor and ISU Extension nutrition specialist. “If you stay well, then you are in a better position to help others.”

     According to the National Wellness Institute, wellness requires active choice. People decide what they will do to be healthy.

     “Wellness is ongoing; there’s no definitive stopping point. This means we have a continuous opportunity to improve ourselves so that we can reach our full potential,” Francis said.

Types of Wellness

     Whole person wellness has several aspects, Francis explained.
· Physical wellness recognizes the importance of regular physical activity and diet.

· Emotional wellness enhances one’s ability to form meaningful relationships. 

· Intellectual wellness helps people better understand the world around them.

· Occupational wellness acknowledges personal satisfaction in life through work and other activities.

· Spiritual wellness recognizes the search for meaning and purpose in life. 

· Social wellness supports better communication and improved relationships with others, making healthy choices and helping the community.

     “Looking at wellness from a holistic perspective allows us to see how all aspects of life interact — diet, exercise, relationships, jobs, knowledge and sense of purpose. It’s important to seek activities that address each of these areas,” Francis said. “So as the holidays come to a close and you start looking forward to the New Year, try to find activities that will contribute toward your own personal wellness.”

Live Healthy Iowa

     Join the Live Healthy Iowa 100-Day Challenge. This team-based weight loss and physical activity program helps Iowans make positive changes that lead to a healthier lifestyle. The 2011 program begins Jan. 20. For more information or to register visit www.LiveHealthyIowa.org. Live Healthy Iowa is a partnership of the Iowa Department of Public Health, Iowa Sports Foundation and Iowa State University Extension.

Learn More about Wellness

     ISU Extension specialists in family life, nutrition and health, resource management, and general family matters serve Iowa. Contact an ISU Extension county office for more information. For more information on nutrition and health or to receive a weekly e-mail from ISU Extension including a food, recipe and activity of the week, visit www.extension.iastate.edu/healthnutrition.

     Contacts : Sarah L. Francis, Food Science and Human Nutrition, 515-294-1456, slfranci@iastate.edu, Laura Sternweis, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0775, lsternwe@iastate.edu 


Emerald Ash Borer Update: Holding Steady in NE Iowa 

By Mark Shour, Department of Entomology

     In May, 2010, four larvae of the invasive beetle, emerald ash borer (EAB), were found under the bark of one ash tree growing on Henderson Island in the Mississippi River, in northeast Allamakee County, Iowa (2 miles south of Minnesota). The news was not unexpected, as EAB was found across the Mississippi River in southwest Wisconsin (April 2009) and across the border in southeast Minnesota (April 2010). 
      Since that initial discovery, no additional EAB infestations have been found in Iowa.
     EAB detection efforts in Iowa carried out by collaborating partner agencies in 2010 are listed below. The agencies involved are the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS), Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR), USDA APHIS Plant Protection Quarantine (PPQ), and Iowa State University Extension.
· 1,846 purple sticky traps were placed in 70 counties at high risk areas in or near ash tree canopies during the summer months, then removed and insects caught in glue were checked.

· 412 sentinel trees (standing ash trees) were bark peeled (see photo below) to inspect the cambium layer for EAB larvae; only native borers were found. These trees were set up during the fall of 2009 in campgrounds and other high risk sites. 

· 1,267 trees were visually surveyed for signs/symptoms of EAB. These trees were located in 235 campgrounds, 29 active sawmills, and selected residential areas.

· Approximately 350 ornamental plant nurseries, involving 2,200 acres were inspected.

· 79 wood product industries (22 firewood dealers, 14 logging/timber buyers, 5 mulch operations, 10 pallet manufacturers, 15 sawmills, and 13 tree services) were visited. Compliance agreements were started between ten of these industries, IDALS and PPQ.

· Hundreds of phone calls and emails from concerned citizens asking about EAB or to report suspect ash trees were received.  IDALS and PPQ inspectors visited several suspect sites.

· Numerous outreach activities were conducted, including media interviews, public information meetings, educational articles, displays at the state and county fairs, and one-on-one events.

     The result of all these various efforts to look for emerald ash borer during 2010 is that the only site confirmed to have EAB in Iowa is Henderson Island, in the Mississippi River, in Allamakee County.  In addition to the initial EAB find (one tree), one positive purple sticky trap (13 adult specimens) was found there. To date, no other site in Iowa has been confirmed with EAB.
      Starting January 1, 2011, IDALS will require all firewood sold in Iowa to have the county and state of harvest location on the label packages and the delivery ticket for bulk firewood. It is hoped that this will slow the primary long-distance spread of this destructive insect. See the firewood regulation article in this newsletter.
 
Background
      EAB is a small dark metallic green beetle, about as long as Mr. Lincoln’s image on a penny. Adult beetles produce minor feeding damage to ash leaflets, but the flat, white, legless larvae kill ash trees by cutting through the plant’s internal plumbing just beneath the bark. Trees affected display thinning/dieback of branches in the crown, water sprouts (epicormic shoots) along the trunk and major branches, “D-shaped” exit holes cut through bark, and extensive woodpecker feeding on the tree.
      This pest was first discovered in Detroit, Michigan in 2002. Since that time, people have unknowingly transported EAB into 14 other states (IA, IL, IN, KY, MD, MO, MN, NY, OH, PA, TN, VA, WI, and WV) by moving infested firewood, landscape trees, and other ash wood products. The USDA PPQ has states/counties under quarantine in an effort to slow the spread.  See the US Forest Service distribution map. 
      Things that can be done to help Iowa minimize the spread of EAB are:

· ASSIST collaborative partners in their survey efforts by permitting access to property.

· VOLUNTEER to help your community develop a tree inventory.

· PROTECT your trees from mechanical injuries; WATER during dry periods.

· REPORT suspect ash trees or beetles to ISU Extension Entomology (515) 294-1101 or the State Entomologist (515) 725-1470.

· TALK with city managers, county officials, state legislators, and US congressional members. Ask them to include EAB prevention in fiscal budgets.

· ENCOURAGE local firewood purchases when friends or relatives come to Iowa for camping, fishing, or hunting. Look for the new IDALS label when purchasing firewood.

· RESIST the urge to apply a preventive insecticide until EAB has been confirmed 15-20 miles away. Refer to ISU Extension publication PM2084. 

· KEEP INFORMED through ISU Extension offices and specific Web sites:  ISUE Pest Management & The Environment, Iowa Tree Pests, Iowa DNR Forestry, and Emerald Ash Borer-dot-info. 



Shannon Peterson [Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Bellevue] bark peeling a sentinel ash tree. Photo by M.H. Shour, ISU Extension.

New Iowa Firewood Regulations 

By Rich Pope, Harrison County Extension Program Coordinator

     On January 1, 2011, a new regulation went into effect in Iowa requiring that anyone who sells or distributes firewood in the state must have it labeled with the county and state of origin. The county of origin means where the wood was harvested and not the mailing address of the seller. The labeling requirement applies to both packaged firewood and bulk firewood. The bulk firewood harvest location can be included on the delivery ticket. This rule applies to any length of tree that has been cut and intended for burning. 
      Iowa firewood labeling requirements now include the following:

· the identity of the wood, whether all one species or mixed (i.e., 50% ash, 50% oak)

· the net quantity in cubic feet or cubic meters (a cord is 128 cu. ft.)

· the name and address of the manufacturer or distributor

· the unit price

· and the county and state where the wood was harvested. 

      Details of the labeling requirements are available from the Iowa Dept of Agriculture & Land Stewardship Entomology & Plant Science Bureau (515-725 – 1470) and the ISU Extension Pest Management website.
      The new labeling requirement is one of many ongoing efforts to limit or stop the spread of several bad, and some very bad tree pests.  For example, emerald ash borer (EAB) is an invasive species that readily infests and kills ash trees, and is a significant threat to the millions of ash trees in Iowa. The long distance spread of EAB has been through tranport of infested firewood, landscape trees, and ash logs and wood products. Along with the new firewood labeling requirement other activities to slow the spread of EAB include campground and park regulations prohibiting firewood brought in from outside and voluntary citizen compliance with the "Buy Local, Burn Local" and "Buy It Where You Burn It!" campaigns.
      EAB adults and other injurious insect pests and diseases can move very few miles on their own each year.  However, transport of logs, firewood and wood products can easily carry pests and diseases into new areas in the time it takes to drive across the state.  Other invasive insect pests that can be transported in firewood include Sirex wood wasp, Asian longhorned beetle, gypsy moth, as well as plant pathogens causing beech bark disease, sudden oak death, thousand cankers disease of walnut, and oak wilt.
     The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources staff will be checking firewood bundles at retail sales outlets for the new labeling. In the meantime, please do your part: do not carry firewood from place to place, buy it where you burn it, and burn firewood as soon as possible.  
 

Master Gardener Symposia, 2011 

By Jennifer Bousselot, Department of Horticulture

     In 2010, over 2300 Master Gardeners volunteered across Iowa. Between their local volunteer projects and striving to learn more about gardening, they logged more than 88,000 hours. Hopefully you were impacted by a Master Gardener this past year. One of their most important community goals is to help provide education and information to Iowa gardeners. Therefore, many programs are available this winter, some of which are listed below.
      The 2011 Winter Gardening Fair on Saturday, February 19 in Cedar Rapids, IA at Kirkwood Community College thanks to the Linn County MGs. There will be over 60 presentations to choose from on a variety of horticulture topics ranging from yard art to common tree problems and from building raised beds to gardening in small yards and containers. Tuition is only $49 and includes lunch.
      The 8th annual Think Spring! Garden Seminar is on Saturday, February 26 in Indianola, IA on the Simpson College campus. Guest speakers are Susan Appleget Hurst, Consultant and Speaker, Mike White, ISU Extension Viticulturist, Dr. Jesse Randall, ISU Extension Forestry Specialist; and, Sheila O'Riley, "The Ugly Gardener," MG and USDA Earth Team volunteer. This seminar is presented by Warren County MGs and Indianola Parks and Recreation. Tuition is $40 and includes a catered luncheon.
      The 5th annual Buchanan County MG Public Daylong Symposium will be on Saturday, February 26 in Independence, IA at the Heartland Acres Events Center. Tuition is $25 if registered by Feb 5 or $30 at the door and includes lunch.
     The Dubuque County MG 2011 Spring Seminar is planned for Saturday, March 5 from 7:30 a.m .to 2:30 p.m. at the Northeast Iowa Community College, Town Clock Center. Speakers include Steve Pregler, Rand Atkinson, Clyde Holverson and Sara Carpenter. The cost is $15 and includes a box lunch.

      The Henry County MG 2011 Symposium is planned for Saturday, March 5 in Mt. Pleasant, IA. Speakers include Kelly Norris, Ann Marie VanDerZanden, Gerald Hobbs, Marty Schnicker and Jennifer Bousselot.
     Hort In the Heartland is planned for Saturday, March 5 in Clinton, IA at Clinton Community College. The Bickelhaupt Arboretum and the Clinton County MGs have teamed up to host an incredible list of speakers. Cost is $30 and includes a light breakfast and lunch.
      The Jackson County MG Conference will be hosted on Saturday, March 12 in Maquoketa, IA at the Maquoketa Middle School.
      The Art of Gardening conference on Saturday, March 19 in Muscatine, IA is co-hosted by the Muscatine County MGs, ISU Extension, and Muscatine Community College. Lunch will be catered. Door prizes will be given away following the session - must be present to win! Tuition is $40.
      The Atlantic Garden Seminar, on Saturday, March 19 in Atlantic, IA at the Atlantic High School from 8am-5pm, is hosted by the Cass County MGs.
      The West Pottawattamie Spring Gardening Conference, on Saturday, March 26 in Council Bluffs, IA at the Senior Citizen Center, is hosted by the West Pottawattamie County MGs. Tuition is $30.
  

Dogwoods for Iowa Landscapes 

 By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture

     There are about 45 species of dogwoods. Most are shrubs or small trees. Several dogwoods are valuable additions to home landscapes. A list of suggested dogwoods for Iowa, along with a brief description of each, is provided below. 
      The Tatarian dogwood (Cornus alba) is an 8- to 10-foot-tall shrub. Plants produce small, yellowish white flowers in spring followed by bluish white, berry-like fruit. The Tatarian dogwood is grown chiefly for its red-colored stems in winter. (Plants should be pruned frequently as young stems possess the most vivid red color. As a general rule, prune out a few of the oldest stems each year in late winter.) Plants perform best in moist, well-drained soils in full sun. 'Argenteo-marginata' and Ivory Halo® are two cultivars that produce green leaves with creamy white margins. 
      The pagoda dogwood (Cornus alternifolia) is a large shrub or small tree. Its mature height and spread is 15 to 25 feet. The pagoda dogwood is native to northeastern Iowa. It is typically found at woodland edges and forest openings. Ornamental characteristics include a horizontal branching habit, yellowish white flowers in late spring, and reddish purple fall foliage. The pagoda dogwood performs best in moist, well-drained soils in partial shade. Protected locations and eastern exposures are generally the best planting sites. The cultivar Golden Shadows® possesses green leaves with golden yellow margins. Alternate-leaved dogwood is another common name for Cornus alternifolia. 
      Silky dogwood (Cornus amomum) is a native shrub commonly found along streambanks, wet prairies, and woodland edges. Silky dogwood produces flat-topped clusters of yellowish white flowers in spring. Its fruit is bluish with white blotches. Silky dogwood is a rounded shrub which grows approximately 6 to 10 feet tall with a similar spread. It is a good choice for moist to wet sites.
      The corneliancherry dogwood (Cornus mas) is a large shrub or small tree. Plants commonly grow 20 to 25 feet tall and 15 to 20 feet wide. The corneliancherry dogwood produces small, yellow flowers in round, three-quarter-inch-wide clusters in early spring. When selecting a planting site, choose a location with a dark-colored background, such as a building or row of pine trees, to highlight the yellow flowers. See photo below.  After flowering, oblong one-half- to one-inch-long, berry-like fruit develop. The fruit turn cherry red in late summer and are edible. The foliage of the corneliancherry dogwood is dark green in summer. Fall leaf color is inconsistent, occasionally an attractive purplish red. 'Golden Glory' is a profuse blooming, upright cultivar. The corneliancherry dogwood can be grown in full sun to part shade. 
      The gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa) is native to Iowa. It is an adaptable shrub which tolerates wet or dry soils, shade or sun. Gray dogwood reaches a height of 8 to 10 feet. It produces whitish flowers in late spring which are followed by small white berries. The fruit are produced on reddish pink stalks. The colorful stalks become noticeable after the fruit have been eaten by birds or fallen to the ground. The gray dogwood is a good choice for naturalizing as it spreads by suckers. 
      The bright red twigs of the redosier dogwood (Cornus sericea) set against a backdrop of newly fallen snow is a beautiful sight in winter. Native to Iowa, redosier dogwood grows 6 to 10 feet tall. Several colorful varieties are available. 'Cardinal' has bright, cherry red stems. 'Alleman's Compact' is a compact (grows four to five feet tall), red-stemmed variety. 'Flaviramea' has yellow stems. 'Silver and Gold' has green leaves with creamy white margins and yellow stems. Like the Tatarian dogwood, the redosier dogwood should be pruned frequently as the young shoots possess the best color. 
      A notable dogwood that is absent from the above list is the flowering dogwood (Cornus florida). The flowering dogwood is a beautiful tree that is widely planted in the southern United States. Unfortunately, the flowering dogwood is not reliably winter hardy in most parts of Iowa.
  


Corneliancherry dogwood in bloom on the ISU Campus. Photo be Jeff Iles.
Statewide Horticultural Meetings, 2011 

 By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture

     Upcoming horticulture programs or meetings of possible interest to HHPN readers are listed below. Additional information on each program/meeting is available from the listed contacts.

January 28-29, 2011
Iowa Fruit and Vegetable Growers and Marketers Conference
Des Moines Airport Holiday Inn and Conference Center, Des Moines, Iowa
Program Information: www.iafruitvegetablegrowers.org
 
February 23-25, 2011
Shade Tree Short Course and Iowa Nursery and Landscape Association Conference and Trade Show
Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Ames, Iowa
Program Information: Jeff Iles (515) 294-3718 or www.cepd.iastate.edu/shadetree
 
March 18-19, 2011
Iowa Wine Growers Association Annual Conference
The Hotel at Kirkwood Center, Kirkwood Community College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Program Information: IWGA Office (515) 262-8323 or http://iowawinegrowers.org
 
March 18-19, 2011
Siouxland Garden Show
Marina Center, South Sioux City, Nebraska
Program Information: Woodbury County Extension Office (712) 276-2157 or www.extension.iastate/woodbury
 
March 25 - 26, 2011
All Iowa Horticulture Exposition
Bridge View Center, Ottumwa, Iowa
Program Information: Kelly Norris at Kellydn@frontiernet.net or www.iowahort.org


Iowa State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability.  
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