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Hello everyone!!!
Just sitting in the living room watching the snowfall today. Great thing to do on a quiet Thursday morning. It is always neat watching all the birds in the feeders and the squirrels scurrying around looking for something to eat. We have lots of cardinals, juncos, and finches that empty the feeders as quickly as you can fill them. Watching the wildlife is a wonderful pastime.
Looking forward to getting back out and cleaning up the yard again in the spring. Lots of twigs and small branches have fallen with the ice and snow that we have had.  Starting to make plans for yard work for the season. Shouldn’t be quite so much work as last year because I have no plans to add more flower beds. Just trying to make things easy to take care of and more maintenance free.
-- Mary Ann Emery
Mission Statement

     The mission of the Master Gardener Program is to provide current, research-based, home horticulture information and education to the citizens of Iowa through ISU Extension programs and projects. Through their participation in educational activities, Master Gardeners also increase their own personal knowledge in horticulture. Master Gardeners extend Iowa State University Extension’s consumer horticulture education programs through volunteer activity.
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                Master Gardener News Items
Please mark your calendars with these 
important dates.  Thanks Everyone!

a) Master Gardener Advisory Committee Meeting; 2nd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm at the Extension Office.  These meetings are open to all Master Gardener’s, Trainees (interns) and invited guests.  Please come and support your Extension programs. M.G. Advisory Committee Meeting: Monday, January 10, 2011  at 6:00 pm at the Dubuque County Extension Office.
NOTE:  These events have been approved for volunteer hours toward gaining or maintaining your Master Gardener certification.  Please contact Marv Stoffel at (563)582-4764 or by email at stoffel19@mchsi.net  if you want to be a volunteer at any of these events.  Watch this area for more exciting events to come.

From Marv Stoffel, President
Master Gardener Advisory Committee

     As I'm looking out the window to my back yard everything looks so quiet and peaceful. It's hard to believe we're starting a New Year again. This is a good time to reflect on the previous year and make plans for this year.
     I would like to take this opportunity at this time to thank Mary Lou Baal for serving as our President the last two years. She did a great job. Thanks again!!
     This should be another exciting year for us. We have a lot of things planned so far for this year. We will be discussing these and other things at our next MG Advisory Committee meeting, January 10th, 2011. Everyone is welcome to attend. We are always looking for any new ideas that you might have out there.
     I hope that you are all enjoying the holidays and, I'm looking forward to seeing you in the near future.
New Officers to be sworn in

     New Officers for the 2011 year will be sworn in at the Master Gardener Advisory Committee Meeting on Monday, January 10, 2011. Please attend the meeting if you have time.  The new officers are: Marv Stoffel, President;  Mary Ann Emery, Vice President and Cathy Darrah, Secretary. The meeting will start promptly at 6:00 at the Extension Office.

Spring Seminar

     All of the speakers are in place for the Spring Seminar at the NICC downtown campus. If you have anything that you can donate for door prizes all items are always greatly appreciated. Everyone likes having their number drawn for a prize so please keep the seminar in mind when you are out shopping for something to donate. We also will accept any extra seed catalogs as well for that day.
Ask the ISU Extension 

Gardening Experts
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Why doesn’t a pile of leaves decompose quickly?  
     It’s best to have a mix of various organic materials in a compost pile. Dry leaves are high in carbon. The microbes that do the decomposing require a certain amount of nitrogen for their own metabolism and growth. Without a nitrogen source, decomposition will be slow. To hasten decomposition, mix grass clippings in with the leaves. Grass clippings are high in nitrogen. Shredding the leaves will also speed up the composting process.

How long can I store sweet potatoes?  
     If properly harvested and stored, sweet potatoes can be stored for four to six months. Optimum storage conditions are a temperature of 55 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit and relative humidity of 85 to 90 percent.  

What would be a good location for African violets in the home?  
     Place African violets in a location that receives bright, indirect light. A site near an east or north window is often a good location. Do not place African violets in direct sun. If a suitable window isn’t available, place African violets under a fluorescent light fixture containing two 40-watt fluorescent tubes. Suspend the fixture 12 inches above the plants and leave the lights on for 12 to 15 hours per day. The ideal temperature range for African violets is 60 to 80 degrees Fahrenheit. In winter, keep African violets away from cold drafts and heat sources.

Do tree peonies need winter protection?  
     Tree peonies are small woody shrubs. Unlike herbaceous peonies, the stems of tree peonies do not die back to the ground in fall. Tree peonies can be successfully grown in USDA Hardiness Zones 4 to 8.  

     Cold winter temperatures can damage young tree peonies (especially those in northern portions of Iowa.) Rabbits can also damage plants in winter. Rabbit damage can be prevented by encircling each plant with chicken wire or hardware cloth in fall. Fill the enclosure with a light, airy material, such as straw or pine needles, to protect young plants from cold winter temperatures.  

     Protective materials should be in place by mid to late November. Remove the materials in early to mid-April.  

How should I care for my garden tools in fall?
     Proper care of garden tools and equipment prolongs their lifetime, prevents costly repairs and improves their performance. In fall, remove caked-on soil from shovels, spades, hoes and rakes with a wire brush or a stiff putty knife. Wash the tools with a strong stream of water, then dry. Sharpen the blades of hoes, shovels and spades. Wipe the metal surfaces with an oily rag or spray with WD-40. Sand rough wooden handles, then wipe with linseed oil to prevent drying and cracking. Hang or store the tools in a dry location. Drain water from garden hoses. To prevent kinking, store hoses on reels or coil and place on a flat surface.
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What should I look for when buying a poinsettia?  
     Poinsettias are available in a wide range of colors. Red is the most popular color. However, poinsettias also are available in purple, burgundy, pink, salmon, white, cream and gold. There are also bi-colored, marbled and speckled poinsettias. The colorful part of the poinsettia, commonly referred to as the plant’s flowers, actually are modified leaves or bracts. The true flowers are yellow to green, button-like objects located in the center of the bracts.  
      When selecting a poinsettia, choose a well-shaped plant with dark green foliage and well-colored bracts. The true flowers should be shedding little or no pollen. Avoid poinsettias with wilted foliage, broken stems or few leaves.  
How do I care for a poinsettia?  
     Place the poinsettia in a plant sleeve or carefully wrap it before transporting the plant home. Exposing the poinsettia to freezing temperatures, even for a few minutes, may cause its bracts and leaves to blacken and drop. As soon as you get home, unwrap the poinsettia and place it near a sunny window or other well-lighted location. However, don’t let the plant touch the cold window pane. Also, keep the poinsettia away from cold drafts or heat sources. Poinsettias prefer temperatures between 60 and 70 degrees Fahrenheit.  

     Water needs can be determined with the finger test. Check the potting soil daily with your finger. When the soil surface becomes dry to the touch, water the plant until water begins to flow out the bottom of the pot. The pots of most poinsettias are placed inside decorative pot covers.  When watering a poinsettia, carefully remove the pot covering, water the plant in the sink, then drop the poinsettia back into the pot cover.  

     When given good care, a poinsettia should remain attractive for several weeks, well after the Christmas and New Year’s Day holidays.  

Is the poinsettia poisonous?  
     Contrary to popular belief, the poinsettia is not poisonous. However, it is not intended for human or animal consumption. Individuals are still advised to keep the poinsettia out of the reach of small children and pets.  
      One potential health concern associated with the poinsettia is dermatitis or an irritation to the skin. When a poinsettia stem is cut or broken, a milky sap oozes from the wound. Some individuals may develop a skin irritation if the milky sap comes in contact with their skin. 

Are there any bulbs that don’t need a cold period when forcing them indoors?  
     Forcing flower bulbs indoors is an excellent way to brighten the cold, gray days of winter. Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, crocuses and other spring-flowering bulbs can be forced indoors. After planting, spring-flowering bulbs need to be exposed to temperatures of 40 to 45 F for 12 to 16 weeks. Spring-flowering bulbs will not bloom properly without the cold period. Amaryllis and paperwhite narcissus also can be forced indoors. Amaryllis bulbs require no cold period. Paperwhite narcissus perform best when placed in a cool (50 to 55 F), dark location for one to two weeks after potting.  

Should houseplants be fertilized in winter?  
     Fertilization is generally not necessary during the winter months because most houseplants are growing very little or resting. Indoor gardeners should fertilize their houseplants on a regular basis in spring and summer when the plants are actively growing.  

What are some good gift ideas for gardeners?  
     Garden calendars are excellent gifts for gardeners. The 2011 garden calendar from Iowa State University Extension contains attractive photographs and timely garden tips in a 9x12-inch format. The garden calendar, Gardening is GOOD for You - 2001 Garden Calendar, is available at county extension offices, and from the ISU Extension Online Store for $6 plus shipping and handling charges at www.extension.iastate.edu/store. Other garden calendars can be purchased at local bookstores and other retail businesses.  

     All gardeners can use an additional book to add to their library. Excellent reference books include “Manual of Woody Landscape Plants” by Michael Dirr, “Herbaceous Perennial Plants” by Allan Armitage, “The Well-Tended Perennial Garden: Planting and Pruning Techniques” by Tracy DiSabato-Aust, “Wildflowers of Iowa Woodlands” by Sylvan Runkel and Alvin Bull, and many others.  

     Plants are always great gifts for gardeners. Possibilities include the poinsettia, Christmas cactus, Norfolk Island pine, cyclamen, and other seasonal plants. An amaryllis bulb is another popular gift. A gift certificate from a local garden center or nursery would also be greatly appreciated. The gardener can use the gift certificate to purchase a tree, shrub or other plants next spring.  

     An individual or family membership to the Des Moines Botanical Center, Reiman Gardens at Iowa State University or other public garden is sure to delight your gardening relatives and friends. An annual membership gives them free, unlimited visits for one year and other benefits.  

     Other possibilities include tools, clothing and garden accessories (bird feeder, fountain, garden statuary, weather instruments, etc.).  The possibilities are almost endless.  

I saw some blue poinsettias at a local business.  Are there actually blue poinsettias?  
     The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) is native to Mexico. In Mexico, the poinsettia is a large shrub or small tree. Plants produce red “flowers” (bracts) in winter. Plant selection and breeding have greatly expanded the color range of poinsettias. In addition to red, poinsettias are now available in purple, burgundy, pink, salmon, white, cream and gold. There are also bi-colored, marbled and speckled poinsettias. However, there are currently no blue-flowering poinsettias. Blue and other unusually colored poinsettias have been produced by painting or dying the plants.
    Contacts : Richard Jauron, Horticulture, 515-294-1871, rjauron@iastate.edu , Willy Klein, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0662, wklein@iastate.edu 

     Got gardening questions? Call the Hortline at 515- 294-3108, Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m., or e-mail us at hortline@iastate.edu. For more gardening information, visit us at Yard and Garden Online, http://www.yardandgarden.extension.iastate.edu and Horticulture and Home Pest News, http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/.

 Hannan Named ISU Extension Commercial Horticulture Specialist
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Joe Hannan is the new extension commercial horticulture specialist serving central and western Iowa.

     AMES, Iowa -- Joe Hannan has been named the Iowa State University Extension commercial horticulture specialist for central and western Iowa. Hannan, who is housed in the Dallas County Extension office, is responsible for providing commercial growers with educational resources and will conduct associated research at the Iowa State Horticulture Farm near Gilbert and the Armstrong Research Farm near Lewis.
     Hannan, a Dubuque County native, has served as an agriculture specialist at the Muscatine Island Research and Demonstration Farm in Fruitland for four years before accepting his current position. While there he was a research assistant working with commercial vegetable and fruit production and managed the vineyard at the Southeast Research Farm near Crawfordsville.

      “I’m looking forward to meeting and working with the growers in the central and western parts of the state,” Hannan said. “During my first month I have met people who are asking for Iowa State research that will help them address some of the issues that they are facing. Others are wanting Iowa State materials and information to be more easily accessible.”

     Hannan has initiated the development of a website that will be a “one stop shop” of Iowa State resources frequently used by commercial fruit and vegetable growers and their consumers. He is also considering research in response to high tunnel production growers’ requests for help with disease management in tunnels repeatedly used to raise tomatoes.

      Hannan looks forward to applying his Iowa State bachelor’s degree in horticulture and his research farm experiences to the needs of the commercial growers as he works towards an ISU masters degree in horticulture. “ISU Extension has an abundance of information for commercial growers; I’m anxious to share it with them,” Hannan said. He will also co-lead the ISU Extension value-added agriculture fruit and vegetable working group on statewide efforts.

     Hannan can be reached at the Dallas County Extension office, by phone at 515-971-9503 or by emailing jmhannan@iastate.edu.

     Joe Hannan, Commercial Horticulture, 515-971-9503, jmhannan@iastate.edu , Willy Klein, Extension Communications and External Relations, 515-294-0662, wklein@iastate.edu 

Beginner Beekeeping Courses Scheduled For 2011 

By Andrew Joseph, State Apiarist, Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 

         The Iowa Honey Producers Association (IHPA) will conduct beekeeping courses in several locations across the state to help those interested in beekeeping get started. For 2011, course locations and details are listed as follows:
     Winterset Library – Classes to begin in the end of January or beginning of February.  Instructor: Pat Randol. Contact Pat at 515-210-7445 for details.
      Ankeny, Iowa Lab Facility – Classes begin Thursday, January 27th and will meet for seven consecutive Thursdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. Instructors: John Johnson & Andy Joseph. To enroll, contact Andy at 515-725-1481.
      Marshalltown -- Classes begin on January 26th and will meet for six consecutive Wednesdays 7:00-9:00.  Instructors: Phil Ebert and Margaret Hala. Contact Jean Brownlie, Iowa Valley Continuing Education, at 800-284-4823.
      Washington, Kirkwood Center -- Classes to begin March 28th and will meet for four consecutive Mondays, 6:00 – 8:00. Instructor: Ron Wehr. Contact Ron at 319-698-7542.
      Spencer – Classes to begin in March.  Contact Larry or Marlene Boernsen at 712-735-4205 for details.
      Knoxville -- Classes to begin in Mid-January at the Marion County Extension Office. Instructor: Craig Greene. Contact Craig at 641-842-2112 for details.
      Oskaloosa --Classes to begin in Mid-January at the Mahaska County Extension Office. Instructor: Craig Greene. Contact Craig at 641-842-2112 for details.
      Indianola Library -- Classes run from Jan 6 through March 3. Instructor: MikeWyatt. Contact Mike at 515-961-0357.
      Fairfield – Course may be available in this location beginning late-January or early-February. Contact Andy Joseph for details, 515-725-1481.
     To enroll, interested individuals are asked to call the contact for the course in their area. Early enrollment is important so courses can meet minimum enrollment numbers. Fees will vary by location and are expected to range from $30 to $60.
      For more information, please refer to the IHPA website and online monthly newsletter at www.abuzzaboutbees.com or contact Andrew Joseph, State Apiarist, Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship at (515) 725-1481or andrew.joseph@iowaagriculture.gov.
Concolor Fir Needle Deformities 
By Rich Pope, Harrison County Extension Program Coordinator
     Concolor fir is a conifer species that is relatively free from major issues in Iowa. But in the past week several samples have raised concerns. These samples in general had scattered dead branch tips, newly emerging needles that were twisted and distorted, and hints of sticky, shiny glaze on the new growth.
      There are a couple of things happening that explain the damage. The first is a common problem with landscape plants—environmental damage. The occasional dying branches are an understandable concern, but the key has been to look a bit lower on the branches where secondary buds are breaking with tufts of needles emerging. Just parts of the branch extremity were killed, but the branch is trying to reestablish itself with new growth. This was caused by accumulated stresses to the plant that culminated in drying out during the winter, killing a few of the branch ends. All in all, as long as the tree is responding well, it should recover. In nature some of that happens anyway in a process called natural pruning. If you have a concolor fir with these symptoms, keep an eye on it, and make sure the new needles are coming along well.
      The twisted new needles and accompanying sticky glaze to new growth is indicative of another problem, this one caused by a grayish sucking pest called the balsam twig aphid. Like most aphid species, these guys are specialists, feeding on concolor, Fraser and balsam firs. Balsam twig aphids feed on the new growth, causing distortion of new needles. The sticky, shiny needles at twig tips are the result of honeydew the aphids exude as they feed. Damage is most critical in Christmas tree plantations, and less important on windbreak and specimen landscape trees that generally recover fairly well. Balsam twig aphids have one generation per year that coincides with bud break and growth of new needles. Adult female aphids will be laying eggs in bark crevices in late May and most of the feeding damage this year is over—that means here is no point of treating now this year. If you notice concolor firs with the characteristic twisted, sticky new needles, note that to watch next year when buds begin to break. Small trees can be sprayed with insecticidal soap, or there are some available insecticide products. But in most cases, the aphids will not kill the tree, but just cause early season cosmetic damage. 
Rabbit Damage to Trees and Shrubs 

 By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture

     This winter's deep snow and period of snowcover posed serious problems for rabbits. Denied access to food on the ground, rabbits fed extensively on small trees and shrubs that stuck above the snow. Damage has been common on crabapples, apples, plums, cherries, serviceberries, winged euonymus (burning bush), cotoneasters, viburnums, dogwoods, spireas, and many other woody plants. See photos below.
      On many trees and shrubs, rabbits have removed the bark completely around the trunks and stems, effectively girdling them. All growth above the girdled areas will eventually die and for most home gardeners, replacing the girdled trees is the best course of action.  There are no applications that will mitigate the effects of rabbit damage or save severely damaged trees. Wound dressings, pruning paints, latex paints, wrappings and other alleged protective barriers do not help.
      Most deciduous shrubs have the ability to produce new shoots or suckers at their base. Because of this ability, many severely damaged deciduous shrubs will eventually recover. (Several years may be required for some shrubs to fully recover.) In early spring, prune off girdled stems just below the damaged areas. 
      What about bridge grafting? Some girdled trees can be saved by bridge grafting. However, bridge grafting is a difficult procedure for home gardeners. Most girdled trees will sucker at their base and since most fruit and ornamental trees are produced by grafting, suckers that originate from below the graft union will not produce a desirable tree. Instructions on bridge grafting (see below) are available from the University of Minnesota pamphlet WW-00532, "Grafting and Budding Fruit Trees."
  

Rabbit feeding injury to shrub stems
 



Rabbit feeding injury to crabapple tree
 
 



Figure 8. Two methods of bridge grafting (L-cut on the left and inlay on the right) are shown. The scion on the left is inserted under the bark at each end; the scion on the right is laid in a groove at each end. Source: University of Minnesota Extension
Resistance of Trees and Shrubs to Deer Damage 

By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture 

     Damage caused by deer browsing on trees and shrubs can be a problem in some rural and suburban areas in Iowa. The amount of damage depends upon seasonal factors, weather conditions, availability of alternative foods, and plant palatability. Prevention of deer browsing is difficult. Home gardeners may be able to avoid some deer damage by careful plant selection. Horticulturists and wildlife specialists at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, have identified trees and shrubs that are rarely or seldom, occasionally, and frequently damaged by deer. Those plant species adapted to Iowa are listed below. 

	Plants Rarely or Seldom Severely Damaged

	Common Name
	Botanical Name

	Barberry
	Berberis spp.

	Redosier Dogwood
	Cornus sericea

	Forsythia
	Forsythia spp.

	Honeylocust
	Gleditsia triacanthos

	Beautybush
	Kolkwitzia amabilis

	Norway Spruce
	Picea abies

	White Spruce
	Picea glauca

	Colorado Spruce
	Picea pungens

	Mugo Pine
	Pinus mugo

	Austrian Pine
	Pinus nigra

	Scotch Pine
	Pinus sylvestris

	Common Lilac
	Syringa vulgaris


	Plants Occasionally Severely Damaged

	Common Name
	Botanical Name

	White Fir
	Abies concolor

	Red Maple
	Acer rubrum

	Silver Maple
	Acer saccharinum

	Sugar Maple
	Acer saccharum

	Common Horsechestnut
	Aesculus hippocastanum

	Serviceberry
	Amelanchier spp.

	Cotoneaster
	Cotoneaster spp.

	Common Witchhazel
	Hamamelis virginiana

	Rose-of-Sharon
	Hibiscus syriacus

	Hydrangea
	Hydrangea spp.

	Privet
	Ligustrum spp.

	Eastern White Pine
	Pinus strobus

	Potentilla
	Potentilla fruticosa

	Douglas Fir
	Pseudotsuga menziesii

	White Oak
	Quercus alba

	Northern Red Oak
	Quercus rubra

	Willows
	Salix spp.

	Anthony Waterer Spirea
	Spiraea x bumalda 'Anthony Waterer'

	Bridalwreath Spirea
	Spiraea prunifolia

	Persian Lilac
	Syringa x persica

	Japanese Tree Lilac
	Syringa reticulata

	American Linden
	Tilia americana

	Canadian Hemlock
	Tsuga canadensis

	Old-Fashioned Weigela
	Weigela florida


	Plants Frequently Severely Damaged

	Common Name
	Botanical Name

	Norway Maple
	Acer platanoides

	Eastern Redbud
	Cercis canadensis

	Clematis
	Clematis spp.

	Corneliancherry Dogwood
	Cornus mas

	Winged Euonymus
	Euonymus alatus

	Apples, Crabapples
	Malus spp.

	Cherries, Plums
	Prunus spp.

	Rhododendrons
	Rhododendron spp.

	Hybrid Tea Rose
	Rosa x hybrid

	Yews
	Taxus spp.

	American Arborvitae
	Thuja occidentalis


     Home gardeners should realize that no plant species is completely deer resistant. Deer will browse even on the most resistant plants when faced with starvation. However, careful plant selection, along with repellents and fencing can reduce deer damage. 
Snow and Ice can Damage Trees and Shrubs 

By Richard Jauron, Department of Horticulture 

     While we had a mild fall, cold wintry weather undoubtedly lies ahead. Heavy amounts of snow and ice on the branches of trees and shrubs can cause considerable damage. Multi-stemmed evergreens, such as junipers and arborvitae, and weak-wooded deciduous trees, such as Siberian elm, green ash, and silver maple, are most susceptible to branch breakage. Improper removal of ice and snow can increase the amount of damage to trees and shrubs. 

    During the winter months, the most serious damage to trees and shrubs generally occurs during ice storms. Large branches or entire trees can be lost due to the tremendous weight of the ice. When the weight of ice causes a small tree to bend sharply, it may be possible to prop it up to prevent breakage. Don't attempt to remove the ice by beating the branches with a broom or rake. This will only cause greater damage. If the temperature is above freezing, spraying the ice-coated branches with cold water will help melt the ice. Hot or boiling water, however, may actually injure the trees and shrubs. Individuals should stay away from large, ice-laden trees. Nothing can be done to prevent damage to large trees. Individuals, however, can be severely injured or killed if a large tree or branch where to suddenly crash to the ground while underneath it. 

     Accumulations of heavy, wet snow on evergreens can also cause severe branch breakage. When heavy, wet snow accumulates on evergreens, gently shake the snow from the branches or carefully brush off the snow with a broom. When shoveling driveways and sidewalks, don't throw heavy, wet snow or ice onto shrubs or small trees. The weight of the heavy, wet snow and ice can cause considerable damage. 

     If branch breakage occurs on a tree, prune back the damaged limb to the main branch or trunk. Damaged shrubs may need to be pruned in the spring to restore their attractive, natural shape. 

     A snow and ice covered landscape is a beautiful winter scene. Unfortunately, the weight of the ice and snow can cause considerable damage to woody ornamentals.
Winter Dessication of Evergreens 

By Fanny Iriarte, Plant & Insect Diagnostic Clinic 

     The Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic has recently received specimens of pine, spruce, fir, yew and other evergreens. Symptoms on plant specimens vary from yellowing or browning of needle tips to complete yellowing or browning of needles. On concolor fir, one-third to one-half of each needle has turned brown (Fig. 1). Clients describe the problem as appearing on one branch, a few branches, or one side of the evergreen (usually the side facing prevailing winds). The damage is attributed to winter desiccation (also called winter burn, winter drying, or winter scorch). During the winter months, the roots of evergreens are not able to absorb water from the frozen soil. However, evergreen needles continue to lose moisture throughout the winter. Considerable water loss can occur on windy or sunny winter days. Damage occurs when the needles lose excessive amounts of moisture. Poorly developed root systems, girdling roots, root injury, soil compaction, and heavy clay soils are some factors than can predispose evergreen trees to winter injury.
 
Will the tree survive? 
      Evergreens exhibiting winter injury may still have live buds. Live buds will break in spring and produce new growth. By late June or July, evergreens that have suffered minor damage should look much better. Prune out any branches or branch tips that are completely brown after the new growth begins to emerge in spring. Those branches that are completely brown are most likely dead. Make the pruning cut just above a live branch or bud. Remember to remove dead branches as they can harbor insects or fungi.
 
What to do to prevent winter desiccation? 
      To prevent winter desiccation, it is important to maintain adequate soil moisture by watering evergreens once a week (during dry periods) to allow them to growth vigorously throughout summer and into fall. Deep watering in fall is especially important if rainfall in late summer and fall is well below normal. Another practice that may reduce the risk of winter injury is to apply a 3 to 4 inch layer of wood chips or shredded bark around the base of evergeens. This will help conserve soil moisture and prevent deep freezing of the soil in winter. Trees exposed to prevailing winter winds can be transplanted to a more protected location.
 



Wormy Acorns and Hickory Nuts 

By Donald Lewis, Department of Entomology 

     If you spend any time at all picking up hickory nuts or acorns in the fall you have probably noticed acorns and nuts with a neat, small round hole through the side. This is the exit hole created by the pudgy, white, wrinkled, legless grub that developed inside the nut. There are several species of insects that live inside nuts and acorns. The most common are closely related weevils collectively referred to as “nut weevils." Nut weevils attack the developing nuts on the tree during mid summer. The female adult weevil lays her eggs inside the immature nuts. The egg hatches into a creamy white, grub-like larva that feeds inside the nut until fall. The larva grows to 1/4 to 3/8 inch in length as it eats the entire contents of the nut, making it worthless. The fully-grown grub chews a perfectly round 1/8 inch hole in the side of the nut and emerges in late fall or early winter. Outdoors, these larvae tunnel into the soil to complete development. They remain in the soil for one to two years before emerging as a new adult weevil to repeat the process. Control of nut weevils in backyard oak and hickory trees is not practical. Nut growers use insecticide applications similar to the apple growers to prevent egg-laying by the female weevils, but this is prohibitively costly for the homeowner. For more on nut weevils as household pests, see the ISU Yard and Garden Column from September 24, 2007.   

Acorn weevil emergence hole and grub. Photo by Laura Jesse.

 

Iowa State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability.  
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