
4-H Animal Identification, Weighing and Exhibiting Information-Johnson County 
Please check your fair book for more information on your project area. 

The State Fair/Aksarben has additional requirements-contact the EO or check ISF handbook.  
ISF entries due July 1. Aksarben entries due in August. Lambs, market beef, market swine and meat goats require DNA, nose prints,  

retinal scans and fees.  

Species Iowa 4-H ID Requirements ID form & due dates Additional Information 
Beef: 
Market  
 
 
 
Advanced 
Feeders 

Official Iowa 4-H eartag. 
Beginning weight 
Breed information 
 
 
ISF/Aksarben nominations 

require DNA or scans 
and fee. 

County weigh-ins occur late 
December & early 
January-all market beef 
MUST be weighed in. 

4-H 106bi due May 15 
(Market Beef Identification 
Report) 
 
Class Entry Card-July 1 

 
FSQA Certification for 
Exhibitor by Fair 
 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

Up to 6 market beef can be nominated/weighed. 
Check newsletter for dates. 
Additional information to be requested includes: if it is a 

produce animal, county bred, and raised (name of 
breeder) 

EO has Market Animal Project Worksheet for 4-H’ers use-
track income and expenses. 

Show maximum is 3 market beef animals 
Auction maximum is 2 market beef animals 
Advanced Feeder Pen; 3-6 head; monthly reports; may sell 

at auction.  ISF entry due July 1. 

Beef: 
Foundation  
Beef Herd 
(Breeding  
Heifers and  
Cow/Calf 

Commercial animals by tattoo 
and eartag. 

Purebred animals by breed, 
registration number and 
tattoo and eartag. 

 
Birthdate needed on all heifers & 

cow/calf pairs. 
Breeding Heifers shown as 

Cow/Calf require tattoo, 
breed and birthdate of 
cow and calf(ves) 

Calf(ves) need sex and 
birthweight. 

4-H 106b-May 15 
(Breeding Beef  
Identification Report) 
 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
(blue card) 
 
FSQA Certification for 
Exhibitor by Fair 
 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

Heifers must be born between January 1 and December 31 
of previous year. 

All heifers must be tattooed 
Calfhood vaccination tattoo is not accepted for commercial 

beef breeding heifer 
Birthdate & ID of calf born after May 1 must be submitted 

when born 
Max of 6 heifers identified and 6 cow/calf(ves) 
EO has Breeding Animal Project Worksheet for 4-H’ers 

use-track income and expenses. 
3 breeding heifers plus 3 cow/calf may be shown by 

exhibitor.  Cow must have previously been a heifer 
project.  ISF entry due July 1. 

Bucket-Bottle Eartag 
Birthdate 
Breed & Steer or Heifer 

106-SL-May 15 
(Bucket Bottle Calf 
Identification Report) 
 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

Color photo should be attached to project report form and 
returned on interview day. 

Interviews are Saturday before the fair. 
EO has Bucket Bottle Calf Project Manual. 
EO has Sample Expense Summary and Veterinary Related 

Facts for 4-H use. 
May nominate 3, but show only 1 
 



 

Species Iowa 4-H ID Requirements ID form & due dates Additional Information 
Dairy: 
Cattle  

Tattoo, Registration number or 
eartag 

Breed 
Birthdate 
Registered or grade 

4-H 106a due May 15 
(Diary and Dairy Goat Id. Form) 

Class Entry Card-July 1 
FSQA Certification by Fair 

COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

E0 has Dairy Animal Project Worksheet for 4-H’er use-track 
income and expenses. 

EO has Dairy Animal Lifetime Record Forms for 4-H’er use.    
ISF entry due July 1. 

Dairy Goat 
 
 
 
 
 

Eartag or tattoo 
Birthdate 
Registered or grade 

4-H 106a due May 15 
(Dairy/Dairy Goat 
Identification Report) 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
FSQA Certification by Fair 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

Calfhood vaccination number is not acceptable. 
May show up to 2 goats/class at county fair; 6 total 

(includes meat goats) 
EO has Dairy Animal Project Worksheet for 4-H’er use-

track income and expenses. 
EO has Dairy Animal Lifetime Record for 4-H’er use. ISF 

entry due July 1. 

Meat Goat Eartag or tattoo 
Birthdate 
Registered of grade 
Weigh-in meat goats in May 

4-H 106g due May 15 
(Meat Goat Identification 
Report) 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
FSQA Certification by Fair 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

ISF/Aksarben nominations weighed/tagged in May.  ISF 
nominations are retinal scanned; Aksarben DNA for a 
fee.  ISF entry due July 1. Aksarben entry due in August; 
County fair-show 2 goats per class maximum & 6 goats 
total (includes dairy goats) 

Dog 
Obedience 

Name 
Rabies certificate 
Information on training 
Birthdate 
Sex 
 

4-H 106e due May 15 
(Dog identification report) 
 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
 
Rabies Certificate-on file 
at the Extension Office 

Max of 3-4 identified. 
All dogs exhibited must have current rabies, distemper and 

parvovirus certificate.  These must be presented at the 
dog show registration. 

Rabies certificate must be on file before Dogs come to 
practices.  ISF entry due July 1. 

Horse and  
Pony 

Name 
Sketch-color markings 
Sex 
Height 
Age of horse 
Breed 

4-H 106c –May 15 
(Horse identification report) 
 
Class Entry Card-July 1 

Photographs should be in color 
Maximum of 4 identified 
Exhibitor must attend at least 3 Horse & Pony 

Meetings/Practices; Horse & Pony Club members must 
attend 6 meetings/practices. 

EO has Horse and Pony Project Handbooks for 4-H’ers 
use. 

All 4-H’ers must wear ASTM and SEI approved protective 
headgear with chin strap and properly fitted harness 
when mounted and riding in Johnson County 4-H horse 
riding activities/practices. ISF entry due July 1. 



Species Iowa 4-H ID Requirements ID form & due dates Additional Information 
Pets Anyone enrolled in pet project by 

May 15 may exhibit pets 
at the fair 

Cats and Dogs must have 
current rabies 
certificate at time of 
judging. 

Class Entry Card-July 1 

A dog must be shown in either the pet or dog show-not 
both.  All dogs/cats must have a current rabies certificate 
at the time of judging.   

 

Poultry Anyone enrolled in the poultry 
project by May 15 may 
exhibit birds at the fair. 

Class Entry Card-July 1 
No Id form required. 
FSQA Certification for 
Exhibitor by Fair 
COOL records maintained 
by exhibitor. 

All poultry exhibited at the fair must have a negative 
pullorum-typhoid test or be from a certified flock  

EO has Laying Flock Project-Daily Egg Production Record 
for 4-H use. 

Rabbit Breed 
Tattoo & Sex & Age  (ISF only) 

New for 2007-County 106 
form due May 15    

Entry Card-July 1 
COOL records maintained 

by exhibitor. 

Check fairbook for breeds available for county fair.  Rabbit 
may be up to 3 years of age in breed classes.  Tattoo NOT 
required for county fair.  ISF entry due July 1. 

Sheep: 
Market Lambs 
Prod’n Lambs 
Speckle-face 
Wether 

Official Iowa eartag for 
production lambs, ISF, 
Aksarben 

Beginning weight,  Sex 
ISF/Aksarben nominations 

require retinal scan, DNA 
and fee. 

4-H 106d-May 15 
(Sheep Id. report) 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
FSQA Certification for 

Exhibitor by Fair 
COOL records maintained 

by exhibitor. 

County Weigh in-spring-check newsletter 
Maximum of 5 Market lambs exhibited, no limit on 
nominations.  ISF/Aksarben nomination limits set by state.  
1 production lamb may be shown. (nominate up to 3 head) 
ISF entry due July 1.   Aksarben entry due August. 

Sheep: 
Breeding 
Ewes 

Flock Eartag 
Birthdate 
Face Color 
Registration papers for purebred 

4-H 106d-May 15 
(Sheep Id. Report) 
Class Entry Card-July 1 
FSQA Certification for 

Exhibitor by Fair 

EO has Ewe Lifetime Record for 4-H’er use. 
2 entries per class 
ISF entry due July 1. 



Swine 
Market  

Earnotch 
Birthdate 
Description 
Sex 
ISF has separate nomination 
process with weigh-in sites. 

4-H 106f-May 15 
(Swine Identification Report) 
Class Entry Form-July 1 
FSQA Certification by Fair 
COOL records maintained 

by exhibitor. 

No two pigs from one family may have same ear notches. 
EO has Swine Lifetime Record for 4-H use. 
All swine brought to fairgrounds must be consigned to 

slaughter. 
One entry per class. ISF entry due July 1. 
 
 

Swine- 
Derby Barrows & 

Gilts 

Earnotch-litter notch (right ear) 
and individual pig notch 
(left ear). 

Birthdate 
Description 
Sex 
Beginning weight and date 

weighed 
Eartag 
ISF has separate nomination 

process, if you intend to 
exhibit at the ISF you 
must notify the Extension 
Office by May 15 and 
attend one of the 
statewide weigh-in sites 
in April. 

4-H 106f-May 15 
(Swine Id. Report) 
 
Class Entry Form-July 1 
 
FSQA Certification for 

Exhibitor by Fair 
COOL records maintained 

by exhibitor. 

Derby Swine-6gilts/6 barrows maximum per member.  (if 
weighing 4 or more barrow or gilts, member must exhibit 
a pair to show an individual) 

Maximum 35 lbs. for county fair derby weigh-in 
No two pigs from one family may have same ear notches. 
EO has Swine Lifetime Record for 4-H use. 
All swine brought to fairgrounds must be consigned to 

slaughter. 
ISF entry due July 1. 

 

 

NOTE:  This summary is not intended to replace the county fair book but to serve as a quick reference.  Please 

review the county fair book for a listing of all guidelines that pertain to your project area.  The Iowa State Fair 

may/will have additional requirements to be eligible to exhibit in Des Moines.  Please review the Iowa State Fair 

 4-H and FFA Premium Books for a complete summary of rules. 
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