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   A Resource for New Members and their Families
The Sioux County Fair is just around the corner and there are many fun opportunities for 4-H members and families to take part in.  This newsletter is a resource for new families to provide answers to questions related to fair.  Read on for more information!
Questions and Concerns   

If you have any questions related to fair, please feel to call or stop by the Sioux County Extension Office.  During the fair, feel free to stop by the 4-H Fair Office.
Important Dates and Deadlines
May
15
Fair Livestock Entries and    Livestock ID’s due

July
8
Fair Clean Up (clubs assigned)

12
Static Exhibit* Judging Day

14-17
Sioux County Youth Fair

* Non-livestock project areas for example: Woodworking, Food and Nutrition, Home Improvement, Photography etc.

Important Resources
· Sioux County Fair Book-It is VERY important that you read your Sioux County Fair Book.  The book contains the schedule for the fair, fair classes, and rules for each exhibit.

· 4-H Family Newsletter-Every 4-H member receives this monthly newsletter which contains 4-H opportunities, deadlines and upcoming programs.

4-H Opportunities at the Fair

4-H Communication Events

Four opportunities are available for 4-H’ers to develop their communication skills.  Try one of the following events:

· Educational Presentations: 4-H’ers present a speech on a selected topic.  Share your knowledge with others!  If you need help in how to write a speech, contact the Extension Office for resources.

· Extemporaneous Speaking Contest: 4-H’ers are given a topic and prepare a speech in a 30-minute time period.  

· Share the Fun: Share your talents with others.  (These three fun opportunities begin on Monday at 10:30 am in Kaemingk Hall) 

· Working Exhibits: 4-H’ers present a hands-on demonstration and show an audience how to complete a project. (Tuesday at 10:30 am at Kaemingk Hall)

To sign-up for these opportunities, contact the Extension Office at least a week prior to the fair.  Necessary forms will be mailed to participants and must be returned to the Extension Office by the Wednesday before the fair.
4-H Clothing Selection/Fashion Review

Clothing Selection is an outfit that the 4-H member has selected and purchased at a store or even a garage sale.  Fashion Revue is an outfit that is constructed (sewn) by the 4-H member.  Clothing Selection/ Fashion Revue is judged on Static Exhibit Judging day on Saturday.  Call the Extension Office if you are interested in this event.
What is static exhibit judging day?  This day occurs on Saturday, and 4-H’ers will bring their 4-H exhibits to be conference judged at the fair.  You will have a chance to visit one on one with a judge about your project.  Judges think about more than how your exhibit looks when they decide what ribbon to award you at the fair.

The way your exhibit looks is important, but is also is judged by what you learn as you make it.  Judges want to know what goals you had as you made your exhibit and how you made it.  This is why they talk with you as they judge your exhibit.

You can practice what you want to tell the judge about your exhibit by answering these questions:

· What were your goals for this exhibit?

· What steps did you take to reach your goals?

· What was the most important thing you learned as you worked to reach your goals?

· If you made this exhibit again, what would you do the same or differently?

These four answers can be summarized on your project goal sheet*.  Details can be included in your conference with the judge.  Talking with judges at the fair is a good way to learn what you did right this year and tips for improvement next year.

Before Static Exhibit Judging Day
· You will need to complete the following forms for your 4-H exhibits.

· Project Goal Sheets - Complete a goal sheet for each 4-H exhibit.  These are available from your 4-H leader or the Extension Office.  After the fair they can be inserted in the member’s record keeping, along with a project record sheet.  This will help eliminate duplicating information for your record keeping.

· Photography Exhibit Labels - This form must be completed for each photography exhibit that you exhibit at the fair.

· Fashion Revue/Clothing Selection forms-these forms must be completed and available for the judge.

· Communications forms-these forms must be completed and returned to the Extension Office before 9:00 am Monday of the fair.  Programs will be printed with the order of the communications events.  The programs will be available at the fair office and posted in Kaemingk Hall.
All forms can be obtained from your 4-H leader or the Sioux County Extension Office or online at www.extension.iastate.edu/sioux 
During Static Exhibit Judging Day

Check-in with your club leader at the 4-H Exhibit Building.   If you haven’t completed a summary sheet this needs to be done prior to judging. (Summary sheet - list your 4-H exhibits on this form.) You will take this form with you during conference judging.  Your exhibits will be judged in the 4-H Exhibit Building.  Tables will be labeled with different project areas.  You will need to have exhibits judged at the various project tables.  

After all your exhibits have been judged, you will turn the summary sheet in at the ribbon premium table located in the exhibit building.  Cash premiums will be paid for ribbon placings, with a limit to payment of 2 projects in any area (areas are indicated on the summary sheet). Your exhibits should be taken back into your 4-H club booth in the 4-H Exhibit Building.
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After Static Exhibit Judging Day
You can pick up your 4-H exhibits on Thursday, after 3:00 pm.  No exhibits will be released before Thursday at 3:00.

Livestock shows catalogs will be available just prior to each show.  A schedule of when each catalog will be available will be posted at the fair office.  

Specific questions or concerns about livestock or livestock shows should be addressed to the 4-H Committee or Livestock Superintendents.  Their names are listed in the Sioux County Fair Book and on the show programs.

A veterinarian will be available throughout the fair for animal health concerns.

A ribbon auction will take place on Thursday evening.  All livestock exhibitors, except those showing ONLY dog, pets and horses, are eligible to participate in the ribbon auction.
The Fair Office must be notified by Wednesday noon if livestock is not to be sold, or if poultry and rabbit exhibits are to be sold.
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