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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Iowa Quarter Horse Association offers Horseback Riding Program

Want to receive recognition for your time in the saddle or the cart – but not necessarily at a show or jackpot? The Iowa Quarter Horse Association has the answer!

IQHA offers a Horseback Riding Program to recognize and reward people for the time they spend with their horses in non-competitive activities.

Modeled after AQHA’s successful Recreational Riding Program, the IQHA program asks riders to log the number of hours they spend on such activities as trail rides, lessons, parades, training, and other non-competitive avenues. Horses and ponies of all breeds, and riders of all ages and experience levels, are welcome.

At the end of the year, hours are tabulated, and the top riders in the various divisions (Adult/Youth, Quarter Horse/Other Breeds) receive year-end awards. In addition, hours accumulate every consecutive year that a participant is registered with the program, and Lifetime Benchmarks are recognized at various hour levels.

In order to participate in the Iowa Horseback Riding Program, participants must be IQHA or IQHYA (Youth) members, and pay a small program enrollment fee per division. There is no limit to the number of horses that a rider can accumulate hours on. 

This is the fourth year for the program. Earlier this year, IQHA honored the top riders from 2010 at its Awards Banquet. Award recipients participated in the same year-end awards program as show competitors, earning such prizes as sheets, headstalls, and personalized halters.

Official rules, registration forms, and hourly log sheets are available on the IQHA website: http://www.iowaquarterhorse.com/RidingProgram.html. If you would like more information, please contact Holly Wilson, Horseback Riding Program Chair, at (515) 460-4463, or by e-mail at hwilson@newportlabs.com.

