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DATES TO REMEMBER (IF YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT ANY OF THE EVENTS LISTED, CONTACT THE OFFICE AT 515-295-2469)
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2

Sheep weigh in 8:30-10:30 am fair grounds &

breeding beef identification, noon-1 pm Sale Barn

This newsletter comes to your home as another busy school
year comes to an end and the start of summer activities.
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Kossuth County Fair - August 4-9
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Congratulations to communications participants

4-H Communication Day was held on April 4 in Algona.
Working Exhibits, Educational Presentation, Share the
Fun and Extemporaneous Speaking were held and State
and Clay County participants selected. Hannah
Bernhard, Kossuth Achievers, won Outstanding
Educational Presentation Award. Tanner Holmes,
LuVerne Do-R-Best, won Outstanding Working Exhibit.
Congratulations to all who participated in the day.

New Member project/exhibit and fair orientation
Jean is offering new 4-H families help with
understanding the difference between projects vs
exhibits, livestock identification, deadlines and fair
process. Anyone interested is invited to attend on May
12, 7-8:30pm at the Extension Office. We know the
process can be very confusing to new members and
families

4-H'ers going to State Conference

Kossuth County has participants planning to attend the
lowa Youth and 4-H Conference and Animal Science
Round Up. If you are currently in grades 8-12 and would
like to attend, contact the office for more information.
These 4-H'ers will spend three days on the ISU campus
June 30-July 2. Registrations are due no later than May
15. An orientation meeting will be held June 16, 7:30 pm
at the office. We are in need of a male and female
chaperone to attend. If interested or know of someone,
contact the office. If you are one of the participants and
have not turned in your registration form, please do so
by May 15.

2009 19Wa 4-H YOUTH ConFerence
June 30 - JULY 2
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Attention 4-H County Council candidates

The 4-H County Council and Youth Committee will be
taking applications for County Council. New applicants
will serve a 15 month term. This will give new 4-H
county council members some experience before the
seniors leave in the fall. Current Council members must
also reapply for another term.  Contact the office if you
would like an application form. We will take applications
until June 15 and interviews will be held on June 28 from
6 to 7 pm. Contact the office before June 28 if you have
a conflict.

Help clean up Smith Lake May 16

Ricochet (4-H intermediate leadership group) is planning
to spruce up the campgrounds and lake front at Smith
Lake on Saturday, May 16 from 10-noon. They would
really like your help! Consider joining us! Plan to come
and bring a carload!

Fairground community service funds available

If your club or group is looking for a community service
project in the next 15 months, consider doing a project at
the fairgrounds. Friends of Kossuth Youth & 4-H have
set aside $500 for fairground improvements. Your club
would need to complete a simple application form by
June 15, this grant would help cover supplies needed
and matching funds are not required. Contact Niesha
Muller (884-2527) the fairboard is compiling a list of
painting, clean up and landscaping jobs you could pick
from to help spruce up the grounds before the fair.

4-H graduates

A tip of the hat to all Kossuth County 4-H’ers who are
seniors this year and are approaching their graduation.
Dillon Bernhard, Maleri Bollig, Daniel Borchardt, Michaela
Bormann, Cassie Carroll, Lindsay Coyle, Abby Eischen,
Matthew Gade, Melissa Gade, Shayna Geitzenauer, Dalton
Guerdet, Mitchell Habeger, Aaron Hill, Tanner Holmes, Mandy
Kohlhaas, Nicole Kollasch, Kelsey Kuecker, Joseph Lium,
Zachary Meinders, Colby Smith, Mikayla Valvick, Shaun
VonMuenster, Carla Zeller, Justin Zwiefel \We congratulate
them and hope they will carry the knowledge gained
through 4-H into their future and will use it throughout
their lives.

2009 lowa 4-H'ers for 4-H Campaign

The lowa 4-Hers for 4-H Campaign is a fundraising
program created by 4-Hers for 4-Hers. The money
donated by 4-Hers stays in lowa to help other youth.
lowa 4-Hers donate more money to their 4-H youth
program than any other state in the nation. The theme
this year is Giving Green to Achieve Your Dreams! and
the campaign goal is $30,000. The State 4-H Council is
asking each 4-H club to help achieve this goal by
donating $2.50 per member. The money raised from this
campaign will be used to:

» Provide financial assistance for youth participants to
attend the lowa 4-H Youth Conference and summer 4-H
camps.

Assist 4-H families who need help paying the 4-H
program fees.

To support dances, speakers, and exciting learning
opportunities at the lowa Youth Conference.

To fund intermediate 4-H youth activities in our area.

To promote the lowa 4-H Youth Program statewide.
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All clubs meeting the $2.50 per member goal receive a
special campaign certificate. Top contributing counties
and areas will be recognized at the lowa 4-H Youth
Conference in June. The campaign begins March 1st
and all contributions must be turned into the Extension
office by May 15th. Thank you for your participation and
continuing support of the 4-H program in lowa!



Volunteer help needed

Summers at the Extension Office are busy. We may
need help at our conservation camps and State
Conference. Also, fair time will soon be here and with it
we need volunteer help, both young people and adults.
If you have a particular interest and would like to help in
a particular area, contact us. Fair dates are August 4-9.
Non-livestock judging (including garden) will be held
Tuesday, August 4.

Free gate!

The fairboard has been working hard to raise money for
a free gate this year! They have now announced that
this will happen in '09 again. So you will not need to buy
fair passes again this fair!

Fair exhibitor shirts orders due June 26

The fair board approved new exhibitor shirts last year.
They will be tangerine with navy print. All fair exhibitors
(not just livestock exhibitor as in previous years) will
have the option to buy one for $3. Orders must be place
with your leader by June 26 to get that price. Note this is
an earlier date than past years. Old gray shirts will also
be accepted for shows this year too. 4-H members not
exhibiting or want a second shirt will need to pay $6.
Remember you must exhibit at the fair to get this price.

Fair book coming soon!

All 4-H families will be receiving a copy of the fair book in
the next few weeks. Please look it over carefully as
there are several minor and major changes. This is a
two-year fair book — so keep it safe! There will be a
charge for an additional copy. This is a white 8 %2 X 11
booklet.

Fashion Revue/Clothing Selection

Fashion Revue and Clothing Selection (which includes
the $15 challenge) will again be judged ahead of the fair.
Judging will take place Thursday, July 30 at the office,
and the style show will be Wednesday, August 5 at 3 pm
in front of the grandstand during the Kossuth County
Fair. You may add this to your entry form towards the
bottom. The entry deadline for this is July 15. This
includes the $15 Challenge class.

4-H’ers in Action fair entries

We will again offer the “4-H’ers in Action” class at the
Kossuth County Fair. The theme this year is holidays
and seasons, so think back to photos you have taken of
4-H’ers involved in holiday or seasonal events during the
year and plan to make an entry at the fair, one will be
selected to be on display at the lowa State Fair. Again
these photos must be taken by the 4-H’er entering the
class and show 4-H’er(s) actively involved in a seasonal
or holiday setting.

Food Safety Quality Assurance training

All livestock exhibitors need to attend, except dog,
horse, llama & pet exhibitor. If you are exhibiting
livestock at any fair, you need to make sure you are
FSQA certified. We ask that all exhibitors have this
done by July 1.

FSQA training & testing

To help 4-Hers become FSQA qualified; we have set two
training meetings for May 21 at the Palo Alto Extension
Office and June 18 at the Kossuth Extension Office.
Both will be held at 7 pm. If you were 12 years old by
Jan. 1, you have the option of testing out. The next test
date is Tuesday June 16 at the office. You can come in
anytime between 6-7 pm or make other arrangements
with Jean. We are asking that everyone get this done by
July 1. Contact the office if you have questions or
concerns.

Livestock ID’s due

Here is the final reminder to all 4-H families with animal
and bird projects. Identification forms are due in the
Extension Office by May 15 for all livestock, poultry and
pet projects, except market beef and advanced feeders
(which were due earlier). 4-H’ers are reminded of the
opportunity to identify additional lambs and pigs by June
15 for any shows that occur after September 1.

Horse project opportunities

The Trail Blazers 4-H club would like to invite all
interested to attend their summer riding sessions starting
Wednesday, May 13 until fair time. Approved helmets
and boots are required. For more information or a
complete detailed schedule, contact Liz Hurlburt, 295-
7350 or the office. We are receiving information on
many horse show opportunities to be held in the area
this summer. Contact Jean for details.

Llama project club started

If you are interested in taking part in the llama group and
have not signed up yet, please contact Jeff & Kelly Gisch
(925-3677) right away. The program will begin Monday,

May 11 at the Gisch farm. You do not need to own your

own llama to participate. Parent participation is strongly

encouraged.

Dog obedience classes starting soon

Dog obedience classes will be held at the Kossuth
County Fairgrounds (meet by the Cattleman’s stand)
weekly until fair. The first night of training is Monday,
June 1 at 7 pm. Check with Jennifer Faber (515-341-
3992), instructor for more information. The sessions last
about one hour. You need a choke collar and a 6’ lead
and wear sturdy shoes. Please bring a water dish and
your own water for your dog to training. Dog treats will
not be allowed during training or at the dog show at the
fair. If you are interested in participating, just show up
on Wednesday evening (make sure to ID your dog by
May 15) or call the office for information. Cancellations
will be announced on KLGA.

County market broiler class

Kossuth has our own market broiler class. The
registration form and payment must be returned by May
15. Forms are available at the office or on the website.
You may purchase 15 for $9 or 25 birds for $15. Checks
should be made out to Welp’s. Participants will need to
pick up their broilers at Welp’s in Bancroft on June 17.
Reminder postcards will be sent out.



State Fair market broiler class

This class is open to any 4-H’er enrolled in poultry and is
finishing 5th grade. Participants may purchase 50 birds
for $60, which includes vaccination and shipping cost.
Then you exhibit one pen of five at the lowa State Fair.
Applications are accepted until June 1. Birds are
shipped to you around July 1. For more information or
an application form, please contact the office.

Swine Exhibitors-

Exhibitors are reminded that families need to apply (info
available at the office or one the web) or have a premise
ID number for the location there swine are housed and
that pigs should receive an erysipelas vaccination prior
to the fair with the recommended time for the product
being used. Check with your veterinarian with your
questions. Exhibitors will be required to sign a form
verifying the erysipelas vaccination (& other
medications) and that the herd is free of bloody scours
before unloading at the fair.

Poultry video

We have a video "Become a Master Poultry Showman."
If you would be interested in viewing this video, please
contact the office to check it out.

Club lamb fungus

“Club Lamb Fungus” is a highly contagious fungal
infection of the skin of sheep that has become
widespread in the sheep industry, especially in show
lambs. It is thought to be due to extensive contact
between show animals, close clipping, and removal of
protective lanolin from washing of show animals. The
spores of the fungus are extremely hardy, resistant to
treatment, and can remain on the premises for several
years. It can cause a nasty “ringworm” infection in
people. More information can be obtained at the Office,
especially for those showing lambs at the State Fair.

Deadlines given for out of county shows

It is the 4-H member’s responsibility to check into all out
of county shows and fairs. Some of the entry deadlines
include lowa State Fair - July 1; Clay County Fair - July
15; AK-SAR-BEN August 10.

Rural Youth Loans available

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will make operating loans to all 4-H and
FFA members to establish and operate any kind of
income-producing projects. Contact the FSA at 515-
295-3541 for more information or a loan application.

Bottle lamb class

Remember to identify the bottle lambs on the sheep ID
form. If you need a copy, contact the office or look on
the web. Bottle lambs do not need to be weighed in. 4-
H’ers need to use 4-H tags.

Prospect calves

You need to identify these entries on the breeding beef
form by using the calf line on the bottom of the page.
They also need a 4-H ear tag. Get the form on the web
or office.

July 15 is Kossuth County Fair entry deadline

All entries are due in the Extension Office on July 15.
Please try to get them in before that date if you can.
Livestock exhibitors are responsible for completing an
individual livestock entry form and returning it to the
office. 4-H'ers will also receive an individual entry form
for non-livestock projects that they are responsible for
turning in to the office. These will be mailed out at the
end of June.

ID's due in June for late shows

Livestock exhibitors are reminded that swine and sheep
must be identified by June 15 for shows held after
September 1. Please check for specific requirements on
any shows in which you are interested. Prospect Calf ID
entries for Clay County are due June 10.

Code of Ethics

Kossuth, along with the lowa State Fair, is requiring ALL
4-H’ers exhibiting in any 4-H Event or show (including
livestock and static (4-H Building) exhibits) to have a
signed copy of “lowa Youth Exhibitor Code of Ethics” on
file in the office by July 15. If you do not have a current
form on file, you will not be able to show. This form will
be included with the fair entry form letter.

Nature’s Detectives Camp - July 9 & 10

This camp is for anyone completing 4th through 6th
grades. It will be held at Smith Lake July 9 & 10. Some
of the fun activities include swimming, canoeing, Frisbee
golf and fishing. This camp is also only $10.

Camp Critters — June 10 at Smith Lake

This day camp is for grades 2-3. If you have younger
brothers or sisters who might be interested in this camp,
check with the Extension office for the registration form
or more details. This camp is also $10.

Inappropriate 4-H Food Exhibits at Fair

As you prepare foods to exhibit at the fair, please re-
read the bulletin called “Inappropriate 4-H Food Exhibits
at lowa Fairs”, this did not change and copies are
available at the office if you would like one. It is also
available on our website.

Food analysis
The following are online resources for diet/recipe

analysis with 4-H’ers and consumers.

http://www.dietsite.com/dt/index.asp -- site is managed by a Tracy
Kaufman, RD. Specific areas for diet analysis and recipe analysis.
Free service but sign up/login is required.

http://www.nat.uiuc.edu/ -- site is managed by Dr. James Painter at
University of lllinois. Diet analysis function only. Recipe analysis can
be done by using diet analysis of ingredients and manually dividing by
the number of servings.

http://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/cgi-bin/nut_search.pl -- USDA database
of Standard Reference 15. Excellent database but only provides data
on individual foods/ingredients. Need to manually add together
foods/ingredients for diet/recipe analysis.

http://www.foodcount.com/ -- site is managed by Dana Benyshek,
RD. Free service (10 logins) but sign up/login is required. Diet
analysis function only. Recipe analysis can be done by using diet
analysis of ingredients and manually dividing by the number of
servings
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Help for preparing fair exhibits

1. Determine a goal for the exhibit.

2. Check 4-H project manuals for ideas and
information.

3. Discuss ideas with a parent, leader, other
4-H'ers.

4. Check at the Extension office if additional
resources are needed.

5. If preparing preserved foods (canning)
check to be sure you are using currently
approved methods. Check at the
Extension office or call the ISU Answer
Line 1-800-262-3804 for information. Pick
up a preservation label at the office.

6. Read and follow all class descriptions,
rules and guidelines in your county fair
premium book.

7. Plan now, prepare ahead of time, and

enjoy the fair!

Stitch This!

Is a new event at the ISF on Friday & Saturday, Aug 21
& 22. This event consists of teams deconstructing a
wedding dress and re-constructing it into a wearable
garments. Check with Jean to find out more details.
Sounds like a fun challenge!

4-H Record Keeping

We’re sure that everyone has been working on his or her
4-H records! Forms are available in the office or from
your leader. If you are interested in computer forms
check out this web site and click on record keeping.
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/memberresources.h
tml

ISU livestock judging camp

Camp Date: June 15-17, 2009 — Cost: $200 (includes
lodging and meals). Designed for 4-H & FFA members
(ages 12-18) interested in enhancing their knowledge of
evaluating livestock. The camp will focus on market and
breeding animals, including cattle, sheep, and swine.
This camp will concentrate on selection guidelines, oral
reasons, live market evaluation, and breeding animal
evaluation, and utilizing performance data. Instructors
will include members of the ISU faculty and staff, along
with one-on-one instruction from the ISU Livestock
Judging Team. An application and additional information
can be found at www.ans.iastate.edu/events/judging.
Application deadline: May 15. For more information
contact Jeff Thayne at jtthayne @iastate.edu or 515-294-
5910.

2009 “Winner’s Circle” scholarships

The lowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement
(IFAA) is making available: one (1) $5,000 one-year
scholarship, one (1) $3,000 one-year scholarship, seven
(7) $2,000 one-year scholarships, two (2) $1,500 one-
year scholarships, ten (10) $1,000 one-year
scholarships, and two (2) $500 one-year scholarships to
lowa youth who are involved in livestock and agriculture

projects. The IFAA is a non-profit organization of
individuals and corporations whose goal is to support
youth livestock and agriculture project work in lowa
including sponsorship of the "Sale of Champions" at the
lowa State Fair. Deadline: Applications for scholarships
must be postmarked by June 1, 2009. The application is
also available at www.ifaa.org/ scholarships.html or by
calling 515-685-3719.

Summer job opportunities - lowa 4-H Center

The lowa 4-H Center is looking for energetic and
enthusiastic summer camp staffl Anyone 18 years or
older who has experience working with youth is welcome
to apply. They are hiring cabin counselors, lifeguards, a
day camp director, and several program staff. Download
a full list of staff openings, camp staff application, and
reference forms from the camp web site(www.extension.
iastate.edu/4hcenter). Call the lowa 4-H Center at 515-
795-3338 with any questions

State Fair 4-H jobs available

Youth or adults have an opportunity to help at the lowa
State Fair this year. Volunteers are needed in the
exhibits and livestock departments. Also available are
youth paid positions in the exhibits and livestock
departments. Applications for both are available at the
Extension Office and are due June 1.

Do You Know the Difference???

A project is a yearlong plan in a particular area (beef,
clothing, aerospace, etc.) which includes a variety of
learning activities or events related to a topic.
Project goals should be written at the beginning of

the 4-H year.
Or

An exhibitis a part of a 4-H project (item, animal,
presentation, etc.) prepared for display at the fair,
efc. All exhibits must come from a 4-H project. All
projects do not have to be exhibited.

Citizenship is how we talk and act toward each other.
Also, it is how we think and feel about each other. It
is our relationship with other people. Activities could
include anything that will benefit the community,

school, church group, or neighbor, etc.
Or

Leadership is “helping a group attain its goals”.
Leadership is not doing things for the group; it is
helping the group decide what to do and how to do it.
Activities could include helping other 4-H'ers conduct
workshops, planning a club tour or achievement show,
planning and carrying out a recreation program for
your club, etc
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Nature’s Detectives

Overnight Camp for Grades 4-6
(Grade attended this year)
(& July 9 & 10, 2009
p
Smith Lake Campground

Camp will start at 1 p.m. - Thursday, July 9
Camp will end at 9 a.m. - Friday, July 10

Activities include:

++ Outdoor Cooking ++ Canoeing
% Fishing % Swimming
« Games + Build a Robot

Cost: $10 (includes limited insurance)

Registration Deadline i July 1, 2009
Limited space available

Sponsored by: Kossuth County Conservation Board
Kossuth County Extension Service
Algona City Recreation Dept.

Camp Critters

Day Camp for Grades 2-3

(Grade attended this year)

Tuesday, June 10, 2009
Smith Lake Campground

9a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Activities include:
% Fishing % Games
% Swimming ++ Picnic Lunch

RS

*Pond O6Scummind % And Lots of FUN!
Cost: $10 (includes limited insurance)

Registration Deadline i June 1, 2009
Limited space available

Sponsored by: Kossuth County Conservation Board
Kossuth County Extension Service
Algona City Recreation Dept.

Registration due July 1 to Kossuth Co. Extension, Hwy. 18 East, Algona, IA Registration due June 1 to: Kossuth Co. Extension, Hwy. 18 East, Algona, 1A

Name Grade Name Grade
Address Town Address Town
Phone Girl Boy Phone Girl Boy

My child has my permissiontoattend Nat ur e 6s Det e c t Mywhkiild hasnaympgrmission to attend Camp Critters Camp June
July 10 & 11 at Smith Lake. Enclosed is the $10 registration fee 10 at Smith Lake. Enclosed is the $10 registration fee (payable
(payable to Kossuth Conservation). Call 515-295-2469 with to Kossuth Conservation). Call 515-295-2469 with questions.
guestions.

Parent Signature

Parent Signature




