Newsletter

Attention 7-9th graders?  Have you ever wanted to be a county council member but just been too young?  Do you like to get together with other kids your age?  Do you like to have fun and learn things in an interesting and creative way?  Would you like to have a voice in the world around you?  Come join the NEW Palo Alto County 7th-9th grade County Council (new name to be decided by you!)  The first meeting will be held on March 20, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Palo Alto County Extension Office meeting room.  There will also be meetings on April 24, May 22 and June 19.  This group will be lead by Jake Rouse, Karen Naig and Lisa Berkland.  Please contact the Extension Office by March 13 to sign up for this exciting new group!
Letter to 4-H Leaders

Dear Club Leader,

We are planning to offer something new this year for 7th-9th grade 4-H members.  It will be somewhat like a 7th-9th grade County Council or County Council in training program.  If successful, we hope it will help us to retain more members through high school and it will provide a trained core of youth to help lead your clubs.  Your help is vital for us to reach these goals.
If you could think of a few 7th – 9th grade youth in your club that you could give an extra nudge to encourage them to participate, we’d sure appreciate it.

This group will meet 4 times.  Those dates include: March 20, April 24, May 22 and June 19.  The first three meetings will be held from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Palo Alto County Extension Office downstairs meeting room.  The time for June 19 will be set later by the group.
These meetings will not have a business meeting.  Each meeting we will use games and experiential activities to focus on a specific leadership topic including: 

· What is Leadership?  

· How to have a Leadership attitude
· Communication break downs

· Decision Making

· Managing the stress of being a leader

Participants will also put these new skills into practice by identifying and carrying out a leadership project, possibly during the County Fair.

The group will be lead by Jake Rouse, Karen Naig, and Lisa Berkland.
We’d like members to let the Extension office know by March 13 if they are planning to participate.

If you have questions, please let us know.  Thank you for all the work you do to help members develop Citizenship, Leadership and Communication skills!  

Sincerely,

Letter to parents of 7th – 9th grade 4-H members:

Dear 4-H parent,

First off, let me thank you for the time and commitment your family has made to the 4-H program.  We hope as a result your son or daughter is gaining valuable skills in Citizenship, Leadership, Communication or specific project areas.

You are receiving this letter because your son or daughter is in the 7th-9th grade range and we are planning to offer something new this year for 7th-9th grade 4-H members.   As with most youth activities we understand that it takes family support in order for young people to participate.  It is our intention that your investment will pay off in new leadership, communication and citizenship skills for your son or daughter.  This new opportunity will be somewhat like a 7th-9th grade County Council or County Council in training program.  We’re going to let the group come up with its own name.  
This group will meet 4 times.  Those dates include: March 20, April 24, May 22 and June 19.  The first three meetings will be held from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Palo Alto County Extension Office downstairs meeting room.  The time for June 19 will be set later by the group.

These meetings will not have a business meeting.  Each meeting we will use games and experiential activities to focus on a specific leadership topic including: 

· What is Leadership?  

· How to have a Leadership attitude

· Communication break downs

· Decision Making

· Managing the stress of being a leader

Participants will also put these new skills into practice by identifying and carrying out a leadership project, possibly during the County Fair.

The group will be lead by Jake Rouse, Karen Naig, and Lisa Berkland.

We’d like members to let the Extension office know by March 13 if they are planning to participate by calling 712-852-2865 or e-mailing Julie Naig at jnaig@iastate.edu.

Again, I’d like to thank you for your support of the 4-H program.  If you have questions about this or any other 4-H opportunity, please feel free to call the Extension office.

Sincerely,

