Curriculum, Kits, & Games at the Lyon County Extension Office

These kits may be checked out and used in the classroom.

Most can be used during a single class period. 
50 Ways to Use Your Noodle-Swim noodles aren’t just for the pool; we have a booklet with a variety of games to play with groups using foam swim noodles. Noodles are included.  
Animal Breed & Parts Identification-Swine, Sheep (also how to shear), Beef, Rabbit, and Dairy

Be the  “E” Enterpreneur Activity Guide & Helpers guide (middle school & high school youth)-The BizWorld Entrepreneuship Program is a fun, hands-simulation in which youth discover what it takes to successfully start and run a business.  
Cake Decorating Kit- Assists in teaching basic cake decorating skills to groups of children age 9 and up.  Includes different decorating tips, decorating bag and coupler, food coloring,, toothpicks & instructions for use.  

NEW !!! Camera Kit-4 Digital Cameras are available for checkout for 4-Hers, with a parent or 4-H leader signature. There is a separate form to fill out to check out the cameras. 

Car Care Kit- Book-Auto Upkeep: Basic Car Care, activities for car care, CD Rom, funnel, jumper cables, tire gauge, etc. 
Celebrate America- (4th-5th grades) Content Areas include: Social Studies, Languages Arts, Art, Mathematics, Food/Nutrition.   Students will have the opportunity to explore the foods & traditions of their own individual cultural backgrounds, as well as gather information about how & when their families came to America.   VHS Video, poster of “My Pyramid”, & handouts included

Cereal Challenge – This exercise develops skills of identifying the amount of sugar in cereal you eat compared with others you can buy. 
Character Critters (K-2) – A story and activity approach to teaching character to children.

Chemical Look A likes - Can you tell the difference between orange juice and Teflon?  This display lets you see if you can sort out the dangerous household products and chemicals.

Choose Well- (4-5th grades) Content Areas of Nutrition/Health, Mathematics, & Language Arts. Students will be able to identify the 5 food groups, power foods within each group, the health benefits of each group & the key nutrients provided by each group, using the new “My Pyramid”. DVD, CD ROM, posters, & handouts included.  

Etiquette Kit - Manners, business and table etiquette, napkin folding and setting the table - including setting and decorating the holiday table- are all covered in this exciting kit.

Financial Education for a New Generation-(9-12th grades) Designed to educate students about sound money management skills and financial planning process & help teens begin to develop positive behaviors that are necessary to attaining financial maturity and achieve a secure future. 
Food & Nutrition Kits - Food Safety, Food Mood, Rising to the Occasion, Cut the Fat Keep the Flavor-includes a taste test.
From Mendel to Markers- CD Rom-This curriculum introduces advanced middle school and high school students to how molecular markers are being used to improve traditional plant and animal breeding and diagnose genetic diseases in all organisms.  The curriculum consists of Genetics according to Mendel, marker assisted selection, and ethical issues associated with diagnosis of genetic diseases. 
Fueled for Flight- (5th-8th  grades) Content Areas include: Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Health Designed to learn math & science skills using the space shuttle as the theme.  Nutrition & Exercise are often used to make analogies between key concepts. VHS Video & handouts included
Funtivities (4-8 grades) – Hands-on science and math activities, including activities on static electricity, making your own electric motor, making a magnet, chemical reactions, plus much more.

Garden Trivia Game-Teaches kids gardening terms, techniques, and helps youth better understand the complexity of gardening. Includes 3 game boards, trivia questions, and pieces for game board.  
Handwashing Kit– (K-12)-A fun kit that includes basic information about proper hand washing, germ growth visuals, and a fluorescent lotion with black light.  Also available is FightBAC, a curriculum with lesson plans and activities.
Herd Your Horses Game (8 year olds & up)-This game involves learning horse breeds, colors, and markings. There are several games included within for the horse lover.  

Ice Cream Kit - Do you know your ice cream?  Have a taste test!  This kit includes information and activities related to calcium with a nice visual depicting the effects of osteoporosis.  

Insect Kit-An educational kits that teaches how to identify types of insects, play Bug-Go (like bingo), how to make an insect collection, and insects as food. Plastic insects included.  

Iowa Ag Trivia Game - Learn what historical ag-related firsts occurred in our lovely state.  This kit includes a laminated Iowa map, 40 trivia questions & 40 Velcro pieces to stick on map to help kids learn Iowa Geography.  
Issues Investigation (4-8) – This check-out kit is a resource for classrooms that help youth develop the life skill of making decisions about an issue.
NEW!!! Area Goat & Poultry
 Jeopardy Games- Explore an area of interest using the following jeopardy games, Moopardy (dairy), Elements & Principles of Design, Woodworking, Sheep, Horse, Parliamentary Procedure, Poultry, Rabbit,  Swine, Bio-security, & Milk group.
NEW!!! Renewable Energy Jeopardy- This jeopardy game deals with wind, solar, ethanol, & biomass energy questions.
Patriotic Kit - Teach youth how to fold a flag, flag etiquette, history behind the flag and Flag Day, the national anthem, and our national symbol.

Photography Kit- This kit teaches how to mount a picture, how to crop a picture, and how to pick a color of frame.  Pictures &different colored mats included.  

Puppy Care-CD Rom with instructions on puppy care, behavior, training, nutrition, and vet care.  

Quilt Kit-Information about types of quilts (with pictures), how to hang, clean, and storing quilts.  Includes slides & audio tape to go with slides (you can also check out a slide projector from us).  

NEW !!! Sewing Machines-4 sewing machines are available for checkout for 4-Hers/students, with a parent/teacher/4-H leader signature. There is a separate form to fill out to check the sewing machines out. 
Sewing/Laundry Care Kit-Learn how to sew a button on material, how to sort laundry, caring for stains, how to properly take your measurement for sewing clothing, parts of a sewing machine, etc. 
Shampoo, Shoes, Glue & You (Value-Added Ag) - Kit includes several activities (making plastic, cola, and crayons, etc.) that help youth realize the impact of agriculture in our everyday lives.

Toys in Space (2-12 grades) - After reviewing some scientific principles about outerspace, this kit allows you to play with toys to predict how they would act in space.  You then compare to a video of astronauts using the toys in space

Toys that Teach Kit-Babysitting? This kit has many examples of homemade educational games, activities, and how to make them to keep your clients learning and having fun.  
Water Olympics-(4-9th grades)-Hands-on activities that address the scientific properties of water.  Good outdoor activities. 

Wonderwise-Urban Ecologist (8-12 year olds)-Introduces youth to women who have made science their career.  By experiencing the work of an ecologist and then conducting investigations of their own, kids learn about science the way scientist do it.  IN this kit they explore wetlands, watersheds, and preserving diversity in urban areas. (There are other Wonderwise kits, but we must reserve from another area extension office)
*NOTE: These kits/curriculums with an asterisk

 may have to be reserved from other offices in the area.*

These kits are designed to be used by the teacher and do not

require an Extension Agent to present the materials.

*Bridge Design ( 3-5) – Introduces students to the exciting career of engineering as they design a structure to meet a specific need.

*Exploring the Universe (K-12) – This check-out kit is a resource with a focus on astronomy.  Contains a telescope, star finders and resource books with astronomy activities for all grade levels.

*Food in Space-How much do you know about foods eaten in Space? This kit includes a lunch tray contains foods that scientists actually eat in space.   

*Marsville-An experiential project for 4th graders that asks youth to create a new settlement on Mars.  This simulation experience stresses communication and problem solving skills. 

*Robotix: Roving on Mars (6-8) – This check-out kit contains everything needed to help students learn about Mars and design and build Robotix exploration vehicles.

*Wonderwise-Introduces youth to women who have made science their career. Kits provide a comprehensive instructional package that includes a video, activity book and CD-Rom. Choices include: African Plant Explorer, Space Geologist, Vet Detective, Parasite Sleuth, Rainforest Ecologist, Sea Otter Biologist, Pollen Detective, & Genetics Counselor

These kits/curriculum are designed to be presented by an Extension Agent.

A teacher may check out the kit after an Extension Agent has presented it.
Call to schedule time for presentation and/or use in your classroom.

Biotechnology School Enrichment (5-6, 7-8, 9-12) – Provides students with hands-on biotechnology activities which can take 6-8 hours of classroom time to complete.  An Extension Agent trained in biotechnology concepts teaches the curriculum.

Growing in the Garden (K-3) - This curriculum is designed to be used in the classroom over a 2-8 week series.  Includes lessons, games, songs, activities, crafts, books, videos and snacks to help students learn about and experience agriculture and natural resources.  Individual lessons and activities may be used for shorter durations.

Kitchen Science ( 4-6) – Includes 5 science experiments and is designed to be presented over a one-week time frame to teach students many science concepts relating to food.

*Microscopes and Cells (4-8) – Explore the microscope, cells, what is DNA, and biotechnology applications with hands-on activities. Designed to be presented to the 4th – 8th grades over 3 sessions.

Money Sense for Children – This curriculum is designed to be presented to 4th grade classrooms over a one week (5 session) time frame.  It uses games and hands-on activities to explore how youth decide what to buy.

On My Own and Okay – This curriculum is designed to be presented to 4th grade classrooms over a one-week (5-session) time frame.  It uses games, hands-on activities and classroom snacks to teach students how they can be safe when they are home alone.

Rockets Away (K-6) – Blast off for an action-packed adventure in the exploration of rocketry science.  All activities lead up to the ultimate thrill-launching a pop bottle rocket.

Where We Live (4-6) – Designed to be used in the classroom over a 2-5 week series.  The fun, hands-on activities engage students’ minds to figure out how people, plants and animals live together in communities with the land. Individual lessons and activities may be used for shorter durations.
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