Kits available at the Lyon County Extension Office

These kits may be checked out and used in the classroom or for 4-H presentations.
Cake Decorating Kit- Assists in teaching basic cake decorating skills to groups of children age 9 and up.  Includes different decorating tips, decorating bag and coupler, food coloring,, toothpicks & instructions for use.  

Cereal Challenge – This exercise develops skills of identifying the amount of sugar in cereal you eat compared with others you can buy.  

Character Critters (K-2) – A story and activity approach to teaching character to children.

Chemical Look A-likes - Can you tell the difference between orange juice and Teflon?  This display lets you see if you can sort out the dangerous household products and chemicals.

Etiquette Kit - Manners, business and table etiquette, napkin folding and setting the table - including setting and decorating the holiday table- are all covered in this exciting kit.

Food & Nutrition Kits - Food Safety, Food Mood, Rising to the Occasion, Cut the Fat Keep the Flavor-includes a taste test.

From Mendel to Markers- CD Rom-This curriculum introduces advanced middle school and high school students to how molecular markers are being used to improve traditional plant and animal breeding and diagnose genetic diseases in all organisms.  The curriculum consists of Genetics according to Mendel, marker assisted selection, and ethical issues associated with diagnosis of genetic diseases. 

Funtivities (4-8 grades) – Hands-on science and math activities, including activities on static electricity, making your own electric motor, making a magnet, chemical reactions, plus much more.

Garden Trivia Game-Teaches kids gardening terms, techniques, and helps youth better understand the complexity of the gardening.  Includes 3 game boards, trivia questions, and pieces for game board.  
Handwashing Kit– (K-12)-A fun kit that includes basic information about proper hand washing, germ growth visuals, and a fluorescent lotion with black light.  Also available is FightBAC, a curriculum with lesson plans and activities

Herd Your Horses Game (8 year olds & up)-This game involves learning horse breeds, colors, and markings. There are several games included within for the horse lover.  
Ice Cream Kit - Do you know your ice cream?  Have a taste test!  This kit includes information and activities related to calcium with a nice visual depicting the effects of osteoporosis. 

Insect Kit-An educational kits that teaches how to identify types of insects, play Bug-Go (like bingo), how to make an insect collection, and insects as food. Plastic insects included.  

Iowa Ag Trivia Game –Learn what historical Ag-related firsts occurred in our lovely state. This kit includes laminated Iowa map, 40 Velcro pieces & questions to stick on map to help kids learn Iowa geography.  

Issues Investigation (4-8) – This check-out kit is a resource for classrooms that help youth develop the life skill of making decisions about an issue.

Jeopardy Games- Explore an area of interest using the following jeopardy games, Moopardy (dairy), Elements & Principles of Design, Woodworking, Sheep, Horse, Parlimentary Procedure, Swine, Bio-security, & Milk group. 
Patriotic Kit - Teach youth how to fold a flag, flag etiquette, history behind the flag and Flag Day, the national anthem, and our national symbol.

Photography Kit-The kit teaches how to mount a picture, how to crop a picture, and how to pick a color of frame.  Pictures & different colored mats included.  

Puppy Care-CD Rom with instructions on puppy care, behavior, training, nutrition, and vet care 

Quilt Kit -Information about types of quilts (with pictures), how to hang, clean, and storing quilts.  Includes slides & audio tape to go with slides. (you can also check out a slide projector from us). 

Shampoo, Shoes, Glue & You (Value-Added Ag) - Kit includes several activities (making plastic, cola, and crayons, etc.) that help youth realize the impact of agriculture in our everyday lives.

Soybean & Corn Interactive Curriculum-CD Rom includes interactive plant disease, insect, & corn pest matching games, weed seedling identification, investigating farming situations and decide how to proceed Problems simulated are late season frost injury, hail damage soybeans, & corn stand. 

Toys in Space (2-12 grades) - After reviewing some scientific principles about outer space, this kit allows you to play with toys to predict how they would act in space.  You then compare to a video of astronauts using the toys in space.

Toys that Teach Kit-Babysitting? This kit has many examples of homemade educational games, activities, and how to make them to keep your clients learning and having fun.  
Water Olympics-(4-9th grades)-Hands-on activities that address the scientific properties of water.  Good outdoor activities
Wonderwise-Urban Ecologist (8-12 year olds) Introduces youth to women who have made science their career.  By experiencing the work of an ecologist and then conducting investigations of their own, kids learn about science the way scientists do it.  In this kit they explore wetlands, watersheds, and preserving diversity in urban areas. (There are other wonderwise kits, but we must reserve from another area extension office)
These kits may be checked out and used in the classroom or for 4-H presentations.
Books that may be checked out at the Lyon County Extension office
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. Standards of Perfection Standard Bred Rabbits and Cavies 1991 thru 1995. Bloomington, Illinois 1991.

American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. Standards of Perfection Standard Bred Rabbits and Cavies 2001 thru 2005. Bloomington, Illinois. 2001

Damerow, Gail. Your Chickens: A Kids Guide to Raising and Showing. North Adams, MA: Storey Publishing. 1993. ISBN 0-88266-823-4. 

Mitcham, Stephanie & Mitcham Allison. Meat Goats: Their History, Management and Diseases. Sumner, Iowa: Crane Creek Publications, 2000. ISBN 0-9664476-2-X.
Pond, Roger. Livestock Showman’s Handbook A Guide for Raising Animals for Junior Livestock Shows. Goldendale, Washington: Pine Forest Publishing, 1986. ISBN 0-9617766-0-9. 
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