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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
University Extension 

Plymouth County 

24 1st St. NW   

Le Mars, IA  51031 

712-546-7835 

FAX:  712-546-7837 

APRIL 2009 

Dear Plymouth County 4-H Families, 

As April arrives all       
members need to be    
making sure that they will 
have their four meetings in 
by July 17 in order to    
exhibit at the fair.  Also all 
identification forms are due 
May 1.  Read this newslet-
ter   carefully and please 
ask questions if there is     
something you’re not sure 
on!  I’m still waiting on sev-

eral enrollment forms. 

attending several project 
meetings.  Hope to see many 
of you there.  Please see the 
enclosed livestock info. sheet 
and also note that there is 
an Intermediate Trip in the 

making! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ann Schoenrock 

County Youth Coordinator 

CLOVERS TO... 

*Brian & Sarah Kehm of the Stanton Lucky Clovers.  They received a grant 

from Iowa’s Promise Youth Grant for the recycling project. 

*Everyone who attended the KC Breakfast that raised funds for the 4-H 

Building Project 

*Everyone that attended and participated in the Volleyball Tournament 

Champion Jr. Girls-Johnson Juniors   Runner Up Jr. Girls-America Bells 

Champion Jr. CoEd-Fredonia Country Club   Runner Up Jr. CoEd-Stanton 1 

Champion Sr. Girls-Remsen Ramblers     Runner Up Sr. Girls-Grant Clever Clovers 

Champion Sr. CoEd-Remsen Ramblers  Runner Up Sr. CoEd—Union Vikings  

WHEN:  May 1-2 (Friday 7:30 PM to Saturday 8:00 AM)  

WHERE:  Ida Grove Community Recreation Center  http://www.idagroverec.com/ 

   Located at the Ida Grove Community Recreation Center, 311 Barns Street  

   (712) 364-3716  http://www.idagroverec.com/  

COST:  Registration is $20 in advance and $30 at the door 

 Adult Chaperones attend for “FREE!”   

 NW 4-H Council Members ½ price! 

Forms can be obtained from your local county extension office or online at:  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/buenavista/           Registrations due April 15th ! 

AREA LOCK-IN FOR 7TH—12TH GRADERS 

               Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or disability. 
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Inside this 
issue: 

I’m hoping that all clubs 
are considering donating 
money to the Iowa 4-H 
Foundation for the 4-H’ers 
for 4-H Campaign.  Each 
year at State Conference 
counties are recognized 
and we would like to be 
recognized this year for 
having the most delegates 
and raising the most 
money!  This month I am 

looking forward to  

http://www.idagroverec.com/
http://www.idagroverec.com/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/buenavista/


FSQA is a statewide program that all livestock 
exhibitors (except dog, horse, cat, or pet) are 
required to take.  We teach good production 
practices and also ethics.  4-H & FFA members 
are required to attend one training each year.  
If the exhibitor is 12-14 years old as of Janu-
ary 1, 2009 they may choose to test out.  By 
testing out they do not have to attend the train-
ing and they are certified until the age of 15.  
15-18 year olds (by January 1, 2009) may 
choose to test out instead of attending a     
training.  This certifies them until they are 18.   
You need to make arrangements now to attend 
one of the following dates or call Ann to sched-
ule a date to test out.  You can not test out dur-
ing a training!  There will not be any make up 
times available this year.   Please note that 

anyone who attended a training session from 
December 2007-July 2008 will need to at-
tend a training again this year or test out.  
Seating will be reserved for 9, 10, and 11 
year olds.  Older 4-H’ers need to consider 

testing out.   

We will be offering the following training 

sessions: 

April 13:  1:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

May 28:  7:00 p.m. NOTE CHANGE OF TIME  

 

All sessions will be held in the American Bank 
basement.  You will need to call ahead to 
pre-register for a session.  There is no cost for 

this training. 

FSQA—FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY ASSURANCE TRAINING 
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MARKET LAMB WEIGH-IN 

4-H & FFA members who would be interested in participating in a dairy heifer project, 
should contact the dairy superintendents, Bob Kabisch at 378-2547 or 540-5298 or Rich 
Benson at 376-4491 or 539-0234.  Local dairy producers would be interested in      
partnering with our youth so 4-H and FFA members can have the experience of raising 
and feeding a dairy project.  The project will need to be identified by May 1 so 4-H & 

FFA members need to contact the superintendents by April 1, 2009. 

NEW DAIRY HEIFER LOAN PROGRAM 

 Sheep weigh-in will take place on Saturday, April 25 from 8:00 a.m.—noon at the Plymouth 

County Fairgrounds.   

 All lambs that will be exhibited at the Iowa State Fair will need to have a retinal image taken 
and AK will still require us to take a DNA sample!  Please be patient with us as we are still 

getting used this new technology.   

 If you are planning on verifying any lambs for ISF or AK, both the parent and 4-Her must be 
present to sign the forms.  If one cannot be there a waiver form must be signed.  You can 
pick one up at the Extension Office or get one on - l ine at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/index.htm.  These forms must be sent along with 

the lambs the day of weigh-in.  

 FFA members choosing to nominate their lambs for the Iowa State Fair still use nose printing 

and DNA so be sure to let the committee know before they take a retinal image. 

 If you are going to ID any breeding lambs, please bring that information with you on 

April 25 to include on your Sheep ID form. 

 If you are concerned with the spread of fungus, the 4-H’er or parent will be required to hold 

the lamb for the tagging and the verification process.  

 COST:  County only-$1.50                        County & State-$5.00 

         County & Ak-Sar-Ben-$7.00          County, State, Ak-Sar-Ben-$10.00 

       FFA MEMBERS THAT VERIFY FOR COUNTY & STATE FAIR:  $7.00 

MEAT GOAT  

EXHIBITORS:   

IF YOU PLAN TO 
EXHIBIT MEAT 
GOATS AT THE 
IOWA STATE 
FAIR OR AK-
SAR-BEN, THEY 
NEED TO BE 
BROUGHT TO 
SHEEP WEIGH-IN 

TO BE VERIFIED. 



Town & Country Veterinary Clinic is hosting an "Equine Health Clinic" Saturday, April 4, 
2009 at the horse arena at the Plymouth County Fairgrounds from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm.  Dr. Angela Marthaler & Dr. John Conley will be present to do a physical exam of 
your horse, administer core vaccines & worm at a set fee.  All 4-H members and other 

horse owners are welcome.  Call 546-8125 for details.  

TOWN & COUNTRY VET CLINIC TO OFFER EQUINE HEALTH CLINIC 

DOG PROJECT MEETING 
All dog project members are encouraged to attend the Dog Project Meeting on Tuesday, April 
7 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension Office.  Identification forms, clinic schedule and   

fairbook changes will all be discussed.  New and veteran members should attend. 

*PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR DOG TO THE MIEETING! 

APRIL  2009  
MORE LIVESTOCK 
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4-H and FFA members must have their swine ear tagged and an ID form completed 
and turned into the  Extension Office by May 1.  The tags are available at the        
Extension Office for $1.25/tag.  Each member may tag up to 14 swine.  Club leaders 
should call ahead with the number of tags their club will need and then the office 
can get those packaged up for you.  The 4-H tag must be recorded on the ID form 
along with the breed,  sex, and ear that the tag is in.  Note that it’s the pig’s left ear or 
right ear.  As if you were standing behind the pig facing the direction as the pig.  Also 
note that all swine can be spot checked at anytime after the May 1 deadline.  Also 
keep in mind that we cannot have Canadian pigs exhibited at the Plymouth County 

Fair.  Refer back to March’s Clover Connection for all livestock rule changes. 

4-H’ERS IDENTIFYING BREEDING BEEF/FEEDER CALVES... 

4-H’ers should keep in mind the following guidelines when identifying their 4-H breeding beef project: 

 Purebred heifers must have a tattoo and all breed information must be completed on the identification 

form by May 1 to be eligible to exhibit as a purebred animal. 

 A copy of the registration form needs to be turned in with the identification form. 

 Commercial heifers must have a tattoo and it must be included on the identification form.  This is not the 
same as the calf hood vaccination!  Just tattoo it with numbers/letters that you choose and use that as the 

identification on the ID form. 

 Feeder Calves must be identified on the Breeding Beef form by May 1. 

 If a 4-H’er is identifying a cow/calf project and the calf is not yet born by May 1, you need to list the calf 

as “unborn” and then contact us with the information the day it is born. 

*IF YOU CHOOSE TO IDENTIFY A BREEDING HEIFER THAT YOU WEIGHED-IN IN DECEMBER, YOU MUST   
COMPLETE A BREEDING BEEF FORM BY MAY 1 AND THEN THAT ANIMAL WILL NEED TO BE TAKEN OFF OF 
YOUR MARKET BEEF IDENTIFICATION.  YOU HAVE TO DECIDE BY MAY 1 IF THAT HEIFER WILL BE IDENTIFIED 

AS A MARKET HEIFER OR A BREEDING HEIFER AND THAT IS HOW YOU WILL SHOW IT AT THE FAIR. 

SWINE ID TAGS AND IDENTIFICATION FORMS 

ALL IDENTIFICATION FORMS NEED TO BE SUBMITTED TO YOUR CLUB LEADERS.  WE NEED 

THE LEADERS TO BRING THE ENTIRE CLUB’S ID FORMS INTO THE EXTENSION OFFICE! 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

A reminder to all County Council members that our next meeting will be Thursday, April 2, 2009 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Extension Office.  Please mark your calendars!  It is very important that you 

call or email prior to the meeting if you can’t attend!!!! 

FAIR KING & QUEEN CONTEST 

SHOOTING SPORTS...QUARTERLY MEETING! 

Anyone in grades 4-12 is encouraged to join the PlyWood Busters Shooting Sports club.  This is a 
special interest 4-H club that is a joint effort between Plymouth and Woodbury Counties.  We 
have several disciplines to offer as well as the quarterly meetings where we hear from great 

speakers!  We have lots of great volunteers that have an exciting year planned.   

The next quarterly meeting will be held at the Plymouth County Extension Office beginning at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 6.  A special guest speaker will present to anyone interested in   

Shooting Sports and then the members will also be discussing some fund raising efforts.   

It is once again time to start thinking about who will represent your club in the Fair Royalty 
contest.  Organizational leaders will be receiving a complete set of rules and entry forms 

in the next Leader’s Lingo.  Forms will be due May 29. 

4-H’ers are encouraged to attend our annual Project Discovery Day on Saturday, May 2 from 
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. in Century Hall at the Fairgrounds.  The morning will begin by making your 
own omelet and a presentation from the Iowa Egg Council.  Then 4-H’ers will be able to choose 
three different project  sessions to attend for the remainder of the day.  Some of those project 
areas include:  poultry, photography, goats, visual arts, woodworking, and crops.  See the en-

closed registration form.  It’s also available on line if you need another copy! 

PROJECT DISCOVERY DAY 

Carol Drost raises goats and would like to offer to sell some to 4-H families.  She has pygny kids 
and boer kids.  The pygmies are $35 each and the boer goats are $50 each.  Carol lives right on 
Hwy. 3,  3 1/2 miles east of the Golden Pheasant in Remsen.  For more information contact Carol 

Drost at 712-540-4262. 

GOATS FOR SALE 

HORSE PROJECT INFORMATION 

If you missed the Horse Project meeting you need to stop by the Extension Office and pick up a 
packet of information.  It contains several area show bills as well as the summer clinic schedule.  

Your horse ID form is due May 1 if you plan to exhibit a horse! 
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4-H NEWS 

IFAA WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIPS INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

The Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement is again asking your help in getting        
information out to eligible high school students in Iowa about IFAA’s twenty-five (25)          
scholarships totaling $39,000.  These scholarships are available to incoming freshman in the 
Fall of 2009 at any four- or two-year post-secondary institution in Iowa.  The application 

deadline is June 1, 2009. 

NEW HORTICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP 

Floyd Valley Garden Club voted at it’s March 10 meeting to award a $500 scholarship for a 
Horticulture major.  Area students to be eligible must be registered for this college major as a 
first, second, or third year student as of September 1, 2009. 
Applications may be secured from scholarship chairman, Frank N. Summerside.  Frank’s phone 
number is 712-546-4082.  Deadline for applications is May 1, 2009 and should be mailed to 
Frank at 654 Greenwood Ave.  Le Mars, IA  51031.  The Floyd Valley Garden Club is a 
group of area gardeners who meet each month to exchange ideas on the latest plants and 
gardening techniques.  Their annual show is held each year during the Plymouth County Fair 
and is open to all county residents and members.  Mike Becker is the current president. 

LEADERS THAT DID NOT ATTEND THE FALL LEADER’S MEETING NEED TO GET THAT MADE UP 
IMMEDIATELY!!!  THEIR ARE TWO OPTIONS OF MAKING UP THE MEETING.  YOU CAN CHECK 

OUT THE DVD FROM THE  EXTENSION OFFICE OR GO ONLINE TO: 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers 

PLEASE CONTACT THE EXTENSION OFFICE IF YOU HAVE  

ANY QUESTIONS OR IF WE CAN HELP YOU.  THANK YOU!   

The date has been set for the 2009 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference, Animal Science ROUNDUP, and CSI: Crops. 
From June 30-July 2, over 1,000 youth from across the state are expected to attend this annual event held at 
Iowa State University. This year’s theme is “Voyage to Greatness.” Conference participants will be involved in 
many activities including workshops, motivational speakers, community service projects, dances, and many other 
fun activities. Animal Science ROUNDUP participants will be involved in workshops with beef, dairy, sheep, 
horse, and swine as well as many of the activities with conference. CSI: Crops participants will use the latest 
electronic devices and tools to solve insect disease, weed, and plant growth problems as well as participate in 
many other conference activities.   The cost for the entire three days on campus which includes room and meals 

is $125.  4-H’ers will receive a $25 scholarship from the 4-H & Youth Committee. 

We will be taking a chartered bus which will depart on Monday, June 9th in the afternoon and it will be free of 
charge to Plymouth County participants.  However there will be a small fee of $25 per delegate to stay the 

extra night.  This will include lodging and breakfast and will be collected when we arrive on campus. 

Registration forms are available at the Extension Office along with information brochures. 

STATE 4-H CONFERENCE...VOYAGE TO GREATNESS 
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 April 2:  County Council—7:00 

p.m. 

 April 4:  Equine Health Clinic at 

the Fairgrounds 

 April 6:  Shooting Sports Quar-

terly Meeting—@ Plymouth 

County Extension Office 

 April 7:  Dog Project Meeting at 

the Extension Office 6:30 p.m. 

 April 13:  FSQA Training—1:30 

or 7:00 p.m. @ American Bank 

basement 

 April 16:  4-H & Youth Commit-

tee Meeting—7:30 p.m. @ Exten-

sion Office 

 April 22:  Administrative       

Professionals Day (Treat your         

secretary!) 

 April 25:  Market Lamb Weigh-

in—9:00-noon at the Plymouth 

County Fairgrounds 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 May 1:  Livestock Identification 

Forms due to the Extension Of-

fice by 4:30 p.m. 

 May 2:  Project Discovery Day in 

Century Hall 

 May 7:  County Council meeting 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

 May 10:  Mother’s Day 

 May 21:  4-H & Youth Commit-

tee Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

 May 25:  Memorial Day—

Extension Office closed 

 May 27:  Leader Training @ 

7:00 p.m. 

 May 28:  FSQA training at 7:00 

p.m. 

April 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 County 

Council 

3 4 Equine 

Health Clinic 

5 Palm 

Sunday 

6 SESS 

Quarterly 

mtg. 

7 Dog     

Project  Mtg. 

8 9 10 11 

12 Easter 13 FSQA 14 15 FILE 

TAXES! 

16 4-H & 

Youth mtg. 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 Admin-

istrative 

Prof. Day 

23 24 25 Sheep 

Weigh-in 

26 27 28 29 30   

DON’T FORGET THAT OUR NEWSLETTER AND REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ALL ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE AT  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymouth/kidsteens.htm 

May 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 ID forms 

due 

2 Project 

Day  

3 4 5 6 7 County 

Council 

8 9 

10 
Motherõs Day 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 4-H & 

Youth Mtg. 

22 23 

24 25 Memo-

rial Day 

26 27 Leader 

Training 

28 FSQA 29 30 

31       


