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Dear Plymouth County 4-H Families,

| hope you and your family
have had a wonderful
holiday season! | look
forward to beginning a new
year with lots of exciting

should pay attention to the
scholarships that are
available as well as the
recognition opportunities.

As winter weather moves

Office and we'll try to

leave those on Ann’s
voicemail message.
Sincerely,

things happening in 4-H!
January will begin our new
Clover Kids series and
February we are busy
planning the Multi County
Council
Junior
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Ann Schoenrock
County Youth Coordinator

our way and lots of winter
activities are planned it's
important to listen for
cancellations. We will
post those on KLEM 1410

retreat and the - ca| the Extension
Camp! Seniors

CLOVERS TO...

®
®= *#*”#*s

*All the volunteers that help with Beef Weigh-in!
*All the families that took part in the county ice skating party!

*John Ahlers & JoAnn Johnson whose terms are up on the 4-H & Youth Committee.
Thank you for everything you have to done to better the 4-H program! We greatly
appreciate your hard work and dedication to the committee.

*Welcome new 4-H & Youth Committee Members: Kevin Pratt and Jill Renken!

PREMIUM CHECKS!

These checks need to be given to the 4-Hers ASAP. Members need to get
these cashed by February 1. The Fairboard will not re-issue you another [t
check. Please get this taken care of right away! Livestock News 2
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Programs 3

4-H 4
SCHOLARSHIP PACKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT THE EXTENSION OFFICE news
OR GO TO http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/grants.html
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Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or disability.
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FSQA is a statewide program that all livestock exhibitors (except dog, horse, cat, or pet) are required to take. We teach
good production practices and also ethics. 4-H & FFA members are required to attend one training each year. If the
exhibitor is 12-14 years old as of January 1, 2009 they may choose to test out. By testing out they do not have to at-
tend the training and they are certified until the age of 15. 15-18 year olds (by January 1, 2009) may choose to test
out instead of attending a training. This certifies them until they are 18. We have our training dates set for this year.
You need to make arrangements now to attend one of the following dates or call Ann to schedule a date to test out. You
can not test out during a training! There will not be any make up times available this year. Please note that anyone
who attended a training session from December 2007-July 2008 will need to attend a training again this year or test out.
Seating will be reserved for 9, 10, and 11 year olds. Older 4-H’ers need to consider testing out.

We will be offering the following training sessions:
April 13: 1:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.
May 28: 1:30 p.m.

All sessions will be held in the American Bank basement. You will need to call ahead to pre-register for a session. There
is no cost for this training.

The 4-H & Youth Committee has set forth the following policies that all Plymouth County 4-H’ers will need to
abide by. These policies are supported by the Extension Council and Fairboard.

1. A 4-H'er is required to attend a minimum of four business meetings during the calendar year between
September1, 2008 and the Friday that Fair Livestock and Communication entries are due which will be July
17, 2009 in order to exhibit at the 2009 Plymouth County Fair. Scheduled club meetings on the local club
calendar are planned for 4-H members, leaders, and parents to attend. Any additional club meetings be-
yond the club calendar should be called jointly by the club leaders and officers and all members and lead-
ers must be notified. A meeting is defined as one in which an actual business meeting occurs with a roll call,
officer reports, old & new business, discussion, educational presentations, and time for recreation and re-
freshments. Getting together for a bowling party, caroling, community service, volleyball tournament,
achievement show, club tour, or other like event is not considered a club meeting unless a business meeting
occurs as well.

2. All sheep and swine projects will again be spot checked following the May 1 identification deadline. If any
of the 4-H’ers animals are not found during the spot checks we will enforce a no-tolerance policy. If you
have ten hogs/lambs identified and only seven are located at your farm you will not show any
hogs/lambs at the 2009 Plymouth County Fair. You will not be given any warnings! All 4-H’ers have
signed a code of ethics form that states they will care for their own project to the best of their ability.

3. If a 4-Her lives at a different location than their livestock is housed they will need to have that address on
the identification form. In this case the project needs to be within close proximity for the 4-H'er to easily
care for that animal on a daily basis. For example, if Johnny 4-H’er lives in town and his sheep are kept at
his Grandpa’s place six miles out of town on the farm then Grandpa’s address will need to be on the
identification form. It is not reasonable for the project to be 40 miles away at a friend’s farm. The 4-H'er
needs to be the one in charge of that project and the primary care giver of that project as they have
signed on in the Code of Ethics.

4. 4-Hers must be in good standing with their county in order to participate in state or interstate 4-H shows
according to the State Livestock Handbook document 4-H 202. Extension staff will withhold their signature
from entry forms for these shows if 4-H’ers have not been in compliance with county guidelines.
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PLYWOOD 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS CLUB

The 2009 4-H Shooting Sports program will kick off on January 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Woodbury County Extension Office located at 4301 Sergeant Rd. Sioux City with a
special  educational presentation. Our speaker is Larry Myhre, avid outdoorsman and
Sioux City  Journal Outdoor editor and he will be sharing his experiences about hunting
and fishing . All are welcome to attend...bring a friend!l!!

COUNTY COUNCIL

A reminder to all County Council members that we will not have a regular meeting in
January. Instead we will be having a Christmas party on Sunday, January 4. The plan is
to go to bowling at 4:00 and for pizza at 6:00 in Le Mars. Don’t forget to call and
reserve your spot!

AREA RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES

Exciting opportunities are available for 4-H members through area selection of nominees
for:

National 4-H Conference -- representative groups of 4-H'ers from each state discuss the
future 4-H program needs at the national level.

National 4-H Congress -- a forum to discuss issues of concern to youth and to strengthen
youth involvement in local, county, and state 4-H programs.

State 4-H Council -- ambassadors for the state 4-H program by providing input on 4-H
program issues, planning and executing state events, and practicing leadership,
citizenship, and communication skills.

lowa Youth Technology Team -- teens from around the state will work together to
expand technology usage at 4-H events and activities.

State Project Awards -- recognition for youth who have excelled in projects by
participating, learning, and evaluating 4-H experiences.

You will have flexibility in creating your application materials and gain experience in
interviewing and organizing a portfolio folder which will help prepare you for college
and job searches.

For the interview process for the area level you will have two options — a live interview in
the host county, or a videotaped interview done prior to the event.

Application forms are available at the Extension Office. The due date for application
and support materials to the County Extension Office is March 2, 2009. If you have any
questions regarding the area recognition opportunity please contact Ann at the Extension
Office. We will help you complete the application form!

More information can be found at
http:/ /www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet /info /awards.htm
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COUNTY COUNCIL RETREAT

County Council members should mark their calendars for February 13-14. We will be
having a multi county council retreat at the Prairie Heritage Center in O’Brien County.
You'll have a chance to make new friends and have lots of fun with kids you already know.
On Saturday you will help lead the Junior Camp. Registration forms have been mailed to
you. Registration deadline is January 5! There is no fee to attend!lll

WINTER CAMP FOR JUNIOR 4-H’ERS

All 4th, 5th, and 6th graders are invited to attend a Winter Camp at the Prairie Heritage
Center in O’Brien County on Saturday, February 14. You will meet other 4-H’ers from
Sioux, Lyon, Osceola, and O’Brien counties while snow shoeing, making crafts, learning
about science, and playing games! Look for a registration form in this newsletter! After
registrations are in we'll work out carpooling plans!

PLYMOUTH COUNTY 4-H ADDS CLOVER KIDS PROGRAM

We are excited to have a Clover Kids Program in Plymouth County starting in 2009. We
are pleased to introduce Rose Weber as our new, part time employee. Rose lives with her
family in Kingsley and will direct a Clover Kids group in four locations once a month, right
after school, through the end of the school year. Registration flyers were sent home with
school children in grades 1-3 at the four locations where we will have Clover Kids
groups. Registrations are accepted on a first come — first served basis. The cost is $20
and includes a Clover Kids t-shirt, insurance, snacks and craft & program materials at each
session. Sites & dates for Clover Kids for the first session in January:

Kissinger School — January 19
Hinton — January 26
Kingsley-Pierson — January 27

Remsen Library — January 29

BENEFIT FOR JEFF KLEMME -
PLYMOUTH COUNTY FAIR SHEEP SUPERINTENDENT

The Akron-Westfield FFA Alumni are sponsoring a benefit for Jeff Klemme to help offset
some of his medical expenses from his illness. The 4-H Food stand taverns, baked beans,
chips and homemade bars will be served starting at 5:00 p.m. on January 16 at the Akron-
Westfield High School cafeteria prior to the Akron-Westfield vs. Gehlen Basketball
game. Tickets are $6.00 and are available at the door that night. A silent auction is
planned and will feature a “Plymouth County Fair” basket featuring gate passes, carnival
tickets and t-shirts plus more. Be sure and bid!!

SEE THE ENCLOSED FLYER AND REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE MULTI COUNTY

JUNIOR CAMP IN O’BRIEN COUNTY ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14!




JANUARY 2009

Page 5

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

0 © 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000OC0CC0COCO0CC0CC0C0C00CO00CC0COC0IC000CCIC0C00CCO0C00CC0IC0IC00ICO0IO0IC000C0ICI00C00COCI0000COC0ICICI0CCCICICITCITOITOITOIEOETS -
. .

DID YOU KNOW????

THE CLOVER CONNECTION NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE ON LINE ON THE

PLYMOUTH COUNTY EXTENSION WEBSITE:
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymouth/kidsteens.htm

January 1: Office closed

January 3: Area Council retreat

January 4: County Council Christ-

mas party @ 4:00 p.m.

January 8: Shooting Sports
Meeting

January 15: 4-H & Youth Com-
mittee meeting @ 7:30 p.m.

January 16: Club Insurance due

January 2009

February 5: County Council meet-

ing @ 7:00 p.m.

February 13-14: County Council
retreat

February 14: Junior Camp

February 19: 4-H & Youth Com-
mittee meeting

P

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Office 2 3 Area
Closed Council
4 Co. 5 6 7 8 Shooting 9 10
Council Sports mtg
11 12 13 14 154H & | 16 Club 17
Youth mtg| Insur. due
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
February 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 County |6 7
Council mt
8 9 10 11 12 13 co. 14 Jr. Can
Council Rg
15 16 17 18 194H & |20 21
Youth Co.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28




