
November is upon us and 
there is a lot happening in   
4-H and Extension.  We are 
pleased to announce that we 
will have a new home in the 
lower level of the convention 
center by the end of the 
year!  We will have an exact 
date of our official move in 
the December newsletter.  
Please mark your  calendar 
for Award’s Night which will 
take place at the Convention 
Center-lower level.  The 
County Council is working 
hard to make it a fun-filled       
evening.  8th-12th graders 

should check out the Lock-In 
that is planned for   Region 
5.  Also note the opportunity 
to help with the Pioneer 
Christmas Village.  December 
brings along Beef Weigh-in 
a nd  F SQA  t ra i n i ng ,  
With all of this happening 
please don’t forget to get 
your enrollment, health, and 
code of ethics forms turned 
in.  We really need those 
forms before you take part 
in any of these upcoming 
activities.  The state is also 
implementing a new enroll-
ment database and so I need       
enrollment packets in as soon 

as possible to start entering 
data in the new system.  Please 
make sure you look over your 
form so I get the most accurate          
information entered into the new 
system.   Also leaders should 
check their mailboxes.  Officer 
training materials are in there.  
If you had officers attend 
please ask them to share all the 
things we put together to help 

your club have great meetings! 

Sincerely, 

Ann Schoenrock 

County Youth Coordinator 

Dear Plymouth County 4-H Families, 

CLOVERS TO... 

*Congratulations to all of the 4-H’ers that 
exhibited at Ak-Sar-Ben including Mitchell 
Udell, Maddy Udell, Ty Webster, and 
Taylor Plendl whose names were omitted 

from the article on page 3. 

*All the people that attended the         
Halloween Party.  There were 131 people 
through the gate!  Thanks for attending 

and hope you had a spooktakular time! 

*The 4-H & Youth Committee and the 
County Council for hosting the Halloween 

Party. 

*All the club officers that attended   

Officer Training. 

*Awards committee for putting so much 

time into selecting the award winners. 

*To the shooting sports members that 
qualified for the National tournament 
that will be held in Texas next summer.  
In air rifle:  Adam Nilles, Nick Rolfes,   
Jordan Hobbs, Jessica Loutsch.  In   
Shotgun:    Dominick Foley and Eric 
Berkenpas with Frankie Perrin and 

Shaina Rush as alternates. 

 C
LO

V
E
R

 C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IO

N
 

               Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or disability. 
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Inside this issue: 

EXTENSION OFFICE IS MOVING TO A NEW LOCATION! 

The Plymouth County Extension Office will have a new home in the Lower Level of the Le 
Mars Convention Center by the end of December.  It will allow us to hold all of our    
programs at one location instead of hauling equipment to other buildings across town!  
Our first event will be Recognition Night on November 16.  We will be hosting a    
Chamber Coffee later in January after we are all settled in.  We have in the plans to 

have a drop box for your convenience of dropping off forms after office hours!   
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The USDA is preparing for the mandatory COOL (Country of Origin Labeling) that went into effect September 30, 2008.  
There is an excellent website for those wanting to know more details on the Iowa Beef Center’s webpage at: 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm  The process for 4-H’ers is relatively simple.   

What 4-Hõers Need to Do: 

The Iowa COOL Coalition has come up with a simple affidavit that can work for all species of livestock (beef, 
s h e e p ,  s w i n e ,  p o u l t r y ,  g o a t ) .   T h i s  a f f i d a v i t  i s  l o c a t e d  a t : 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/documents/cool.doc 

Page 1 explains the steps needed to be taken as well as example documents that can be used for an audit trail.  

Page 2 is the actual affidavit. 

4-Hõers who raise their own livestock for their projects need to fill this affidavit out and keep it on file at home 
for a minimum of two years.  In the case of an audit, 4-H’ers can provide authorities with this affidavit along with 
other documents listed at the bottom of page 1 of the affidavit document (birth records (calving report, Pig-

Champ,  PigTales, etc.), purchase/sales receipts, etc.) 

4-Hõers who purchase their livestock from others MUST have the producer fill out the affidavit, give it to the   
4-H’er, and the 4-H’er should keep the affidavit on file at home for a minimum of two years.  For example, a    
4-H’er goes to buy his steer from a producer.  The 4-H’er needs the producer (seller) to fill out and sign the      

affidavit. 

If you have questions about COOL and how it relates to 4-H livestock or will be purchasing your market beef animals call 
Beth Doran at the Sioux County Extension Office (712-737-4230), Dave Stender at the Cherokee County Extension     
Office (712-225-6196) or Ann Schoenrock or Carol Schneider, at the Plymouth County  Extension Office (712-546-7835) 

or email xplymouth@iastate.edu.  

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LAEBELING AND 4-H LIVESTOCK 

FSQA is a statewide program that all livestock exhibitors (except dog, horse, cat, or pet) are 
required to take.  We teach good production practices and also ethics.  4-H & FFA members 
are required to attend one training each year.  If the exhibitor is 12-14 years old as of     
January 1, 2010 they may choose to test out.  By testing out they do not have to attend the 
training and they are certified until the age of 15.  15-18 year olds (by January 1, 2010) may 

choose to test out instead of attending a training.  This certifies them until they are 18.   

We are encouraging anyone 12 and older to test out so our training class size is smaller and 
the information can be geared toward 9, 10, & 11 year olds.  Testing out can be done anytime 
Ann is available.  You will need to call ahead and set up an appointment with her.  You cannot 

test out during a training as Ann will be teaching. 

If you need to take the training we have those dates set for this year.   There will not be any 
make up trainings available.   Please call the Extension Office to reserve your seat at a    

training. 

We will be offering the following training sessions: 

December 29:  1:30-3:30 p.m. (Held at the American Bank basement) 

April 5:  1:30-3:30 p.m. (Held in the Lower Level of the Le Mars Convention Center) 

May 27:  7:00-9:00 p.m. (Held in the Lower Level of the Le Mars Convention Center) 

You will need to call ahead to pre-register for a session.  There is no cost for this training. 

FSQA TRAINING FOR 4-H & FFA MEMBERS THAT WILL EXHIBIT LIVESTOCK 

https://exchange.iastate.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/documents/cool.doc
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

MARKET BEEF WEIGH-IN SCHEDULED 

WHEN: Saturday, December 19      TIME:  9:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 

LOCATION:  Plymouth County Fairgrounds     

                     (scale in the hog barn) 

COST:  County only-$1.50 

 County & State-$5.00 

   County & Ak-Sar-Ben-$5.00 

    County, State, Ak-Sar-Ben-$6.00 

¶ All Plymouth County 4-Hõers with market beef animals that you may want to exhibit have to be 

tagged and weighed this day.   

¶ Each member may weigh in and tag up to six market animals.  (You can exhibit three at the Ply. Co. Fair.)      

¶ Members will also complete an Identification form available at weigh-in.  Members will take the carbon 

copy of the Identification form home, not the original form. 

¶ 4-H’ers must be in at least the 5th grade this fall to exhibit at the 2010 Iowa State Fair and at least 10 

years old by January 1, 2010 to exhibit at the 2010 Ak-Sar-Ben show.   

¶ Any 4-Her/FFA member that plans to exhibit at the Iowa State Fair and/or Ak-Sar-Ben must have the 
verification process completed.  We again will be using the retinal imaging this year for the verification.  
A parent and the member must be present to sign the verification forms.  If not, a waiver form must be 
signed before weigh-in and accompany the animal on December 19.  Waiver forms are available at the 

Extension Office or at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/Documents/MemParWaiver.pdf 

¶ In order for Breed steers to be eligible for the Iowa State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben you MUST have the        

following information on weigh-in day… 

  Breed of animal 

  Tattoo 

  Sire’s name/registration number 

¶ The State office is very particular on this.  Please get the necessary paperwork done now so that you have this 
information on December 19.  You will be showing in the crossbred class at the State Fair if you do not have 
this information included on the identification form now!  Even if you have not received your registration    
papers on the purebred steers you can still find this information out ahead of time and bring with you to 

weigh-in. 

¶ To help keep the line from getting backed up we have set up a schedule, however, if your scheduled 
time does not work you may come at another time.  We will not be ready to begin weighing before 

9:00 a.m. 

Morning (9:00-11:30 a.m.) 

Fredonia Country Club, Hungerford M&Ms, Hungerford TMTs, Kingsley Krowners, Lincoln Toppers, Lucky Liberty Lopers, Plymouth 

Pros, Stars & Stripes, Union Vikings, FFA Chapters 

(Committee will break for lunch 11:30-noon) 

Afternoon (Noon-2:00) 

American Achievers, America Bells, American Eagles, American Panthers, Classy Clovers, Grant Clever Clovers, Grant Little Giants,  
Hancock Honeys & Hustlers, Johnson Juniors, Liberty Perry Pacers, Perry Pals, Portland Preston Pillars, Remsen Ramblers, Stanton 

Lucky Clovers, Union Livewires 

CONGATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR AK-SAR-BEN EXHIBITORS 
Jordan Nothdurft  Blake Hoefling  Mitchell Hoefling Jessica Webster 
Jacob Nothdurft  Ross Hoefling  Sarah Feiges  Denton Ohlrichs 
Colton Beaulieu  Andy Bainbridge 
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Each year Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. offers grants to 4-H clubs for local        
community improvement projects.  The purpose is to provide ―seed money‖ that clubs 
can use as a starting point on their project.  More information and application forms are 
available at the Extension Office.  The forms are due December 1.  The grants range 
f rom  $25 -$250 .   Don ’ t  m i s s  t h i s  oppo r t u n i ty .   Go  t o 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/PioneerGrants.html to learn more about the 

grants and to get an application.   

PIONEER GRANT MONEY 

DONõT FORGET ABOUT THE QUILT RAFFLE!!!! 

Everyone is encouraged to continue to keep selling those raffle tickets for the quilt!  
We are hoping that each 4-H family would sell one packet of six tickets for just $5.00.  
More tickets are available at the Extension Office.  They are $1/ticket or 6 tickets for 
$5.  We will be drawing for the quilt at Recognition Night in November.  The 4-H       

Foundation which will help provide scholarships and funds for 4-H events in the future. 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, November 17 and plan to attend the next 4-H 
Shooting Sports quarterly  meeting of the PlyWood Busters.  The meeting will consist of 
an educational presentation along with a business meeting.  The meeting will be held at 
the Plymouth County Extension Office.  Volunteers are asked to stay after for a short 

meeting to set dates for the 2010 year.  Please come with some dates in mind. 

SHOOTING SPORTS QUARTERLY MEETING & VOLUNTEER MEETING 

RECOGNITION NIGHT...NEW LOCATION! 

Recognition Night will be held at the Le Mars Convention Center (Lower Level) on Monday, November 16  
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  All members, leaders, parents, relatives, and volunteers are invited to attend.  Awards 
to be presented include:  Project Awards, Achievement, Agriculture, Ak-Sar-Ben, I Dare You, Outstanding Jr., 
Outstanding Int., Outstanding Sr., Community Service, Senior Spirit, 4-H’ers for 4-H, State Council, and Area 
Council.  We will also be announcing the winners of the 4-H Window Display contest and Officer Book awards.  

Come support your club...everyone will be receiving some kind of recognition! 

*4-HõERS SHOULD TURN IN THEIR COMPLETED ENROLLMENT PACKET WHEN THEY ARRIVE! 

Cookie Dough Orders:  A cookie dough order form is enclosed.  As usual, this cookie dough is made by our 
very own, Carol Kabisch.  This is a fund raiser for the 2010 CWF trip and will be shared equally among the 
seven Plymouth County delegates that will participate.  Cookie dough orders will be picked up at Recognition 

Night...just in time for the holidays!  Please return your order form to the Extension Office by November 11. 

 



NOVEMBER COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING WILL 

BE HELD ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 AT 7:00 

P.M. AT THE EXTENSION OFFICE! 
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 

 CLOVER CONNECT ION  

2010 DATES 

State 4-H Conference June 29-July 1 

Plymouth County Fair July 28-August 1 

Iowa State Fair August 12-22 

The Plymouth County Farm Bureau is again sponsoring the photo display of the 2009 
Plymouth County Fair Grand Champions at various bank locations throughout the 

county this fall.  The schedule is as follows: 

Nov. 2-6:  First National-  

                Akron 

Nov. 9-13:  American Bank –  

                     Le Mars 

Nov. 16:  Award’s Night 

4-H GRAND CHAMPION PHOTO DISPLAY 

4-H LOCK-IN 

COOKIES FOR PIONEER CHRISTMAS VILLAGE 

The Pioneer Village Christmas Wonderland is again asking 4-H clubs to donate   
homemade cookies for the Christmas Village at the fairgrounds.  The village is       
scheduled for December 5 & 6 and 12 & 13.  If you wanted to bake them ahead of 
time as a project, you could freeze them until they need them.  They need about 250 
dozen cookies for all four nights, so if all 25 clubs would donate 10 dozen apiece, 
that would really help out.  You can  deliver the cookies on Saturday, November 28 to 
Century Hall or on Friday, December 4 or Saturday, December 5.   You can contact 
Bonita Davison at 540-3442 or 546-6785 with any questions.   It is a fun project and 
also really helps bring the meaning of Christmas to everyone.  The committee thanks 

you for your consideration.    

Our newly formed Region 5 which consists of Monona, Plymouth, and Woodbury  
counties has a lock-in planned for November 13-14 (7:00 p.m.-9:00 a.m.) for 8th—
12th graders.  It will take place at the home of Drew Schramm (near Moville) and will 
cost just $8.00 to attend.  We will be carpooling from Moville.  Extension Staff and 
parents will be chaperoning the event hosted by the County Councils from these   
counties.  They have lots of games, fun, food, and community service planned.  See the 
enclosed registration form for more details.  Registrations need to be sent to the 

Woodbury County Extension Office. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE 

HELPING OUT AT THE PALS CENTER ON 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 FROM 6:30-8:30 

P.M.  PIZZA WILL BE PROVIDED! 
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¶ November 5:  County Council  

¶ November 16:  Recognition 

Night at Le Mars Convention 

Center –lower level 

¶ November 17:  Quarterly 

Shooting Sports meeting in 

Plymouth County 

¶ November 26-27:  Extension 
Office closed in observance 

of Thanksgiving 

¶ November 28:  Deliver Cook-

ies to Century Hall for Christ-

mas Village 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

¶ December 19:  Beef Weigh-in 

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the 

Plymouth County Fairgrounds 

¶ December 24-25:  Extension 

Office will be closed in obser-

vance of Christmas. 

¶ December 29:  FSQA training 

1:30 p.m. at American Bank—

basement 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  4  5 COUNTY 

COUNCIL 

6  7  

8  9  10  11  12  13  14  

15  16 Recog-

nition Night 

17 Shoot-

ing Sports  

18  19  20  21  

22  23  24  25  26 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

28 Cookies 

to village 

29  30       

November 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  11  12  

13  14  15  16  17  18  19 Beef 

Weigh-in 

20  21  22  23  24 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

25 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26  

27  28  29 FSQA 

training 1:30 

30  31    

December 2009  
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DONATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE PLYMOUTH COUNTY  

4-H FOUNDATION... 

MEMORIALS 
 

NORM LANG 

Mr. & Mrs. Vern Harrington 

 

PAT HOLTON SR. 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Utesch 

Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider 

 

JOHN MC CANN 

                                    Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider 

These gifts are an investment in the youth for years to come and will provide support to continue the         
outstanding 4-H program in Plymouth County.  If you or someone you know would like to make a               
contribution in honor or in memory of someone or just make a general donation may do so by making 
checks payable to Plymouth County 4-H and mailing it to 24 1st St. NW  Le Mars, IA  51031. 

A brochure with more information on the Plymouth County 4-H Foundation is enclosed in this newsletter 
and is also available at the Extension Office.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HALLOWEEN PARTY WINNERS!!!! 

Costume Contest: 

Dorothy Wizard of Oz – Tess Trierweiler 

Three Little Pigs – Schwartz Family (Plymouth Pros) 

Spider – Faith Seggerman 

Frankenstien’s Bride – Claire Zubrod 

Harry Potter -  Walker Raymond 

Decorated Pumpkins: 

Pirate Ship – Jordon Utesch 

Balloon Pumpkin – Abbey Beitelspacher 

Gourd Face – Rachel Dreezen 

Porcupine – Keaton & Caleb Beitelspacher 

4-H Face – Derek Gesink 

HONORARIUMS 
 

NORM & RUTH BARKER 2009 4-H HALL 
OF FAME RECIPIENT 

Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider 

UNION VIKINGS 4-H CLUB CHALLENGES YOUR CLUB TO HELP MEET THE NEED 

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!!!! 

The Union Vikings 4-H Club would like to challenge all Plymouth County 4-H Clubs in donating $10-$20 toward beef/

pork certificates which will be given to the Christian Needs Center in Le Mars to use as part of their Christmas Baskets for 

adopted families. If you would like to donate please do so by November 24. Drop off your donations at the Plymouth 

County Extension Office. Make checks out to the Union Vikings 4H Club. Please join us in  a county wide community service 

project. 


