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Dear Plymouth County 4-H Families, 

It’s a busy time of year as we 
find ourselves pulled           
between sporting events, 
farm work, and those 4-H 
activities.  It’s very important 
that each 4-H family takes a 
few minutes to read this 
newsletter carefully.  If you 
ever don’t understand      
something in the newsletter 
or have questions please 
don’t   hesitate to call or 
email the Extension Office.  

Clubs are encouraged to make 
a donation to the 4-H’ers for    
4-H campaign.   

Those forms and donations 
are due by May 15.     Counties 
with the most     donations are 
recognized at  State              
Conference! 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann Schoenrock 

County Youth Coordinator 

CLOVERS TO... 

¶ Caine Westergard for applying for and being selected to represent Northwest Iowa on the 
State 4-H Council! 

¶ All the volunteers that assisted with Sheep Weigh-in! 

¶ All the County Council members and Extension Staff that assisted with 4-H Project Day as 
well as all the 4-H’ers that participated!   

¶ All the 4-H’ers that participated in the Air Rifle series of Shooting Sports!  And to Shirts & 
Shooters for use of their facilities! 

¶ Scott Schroeder, Daniel Ahlers, and Joel Haden for attending the Northwest Area Lock-In! 

We are excited to once again offer a fantastic trip designed exclusively for Intermediate 4-H’ers 
(currently in grades 7-9)!  On Friday, June 19 we will be traveling to Sioux Falls, SD and Luverne, 
MN.  Some stops on the trip will be to the Great Plains Zoo, The Falls, Kirby Science Discovery 
Center, Wild Water West, and then a movie at the drive-in theater.  A registration form is        
enclosed.  The cost is only $55 per 4-H’er which will include admission to all sites, transportation, 
and supper.  Only one bus will be going so it is on a first come, first serve basis.  Get your form 
returned to the Extension Office ASAP!  The are due by Friday, May 22.  This is a trip you won’t 
want to miss.  There is something for everyone! 

INTERMEDIATE TRIP PLANNED! 

          Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or disability. 
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Inside this issue: 

No question is a “dumb”   
question. Your 2009 Fairbook 
should be arriving at your 
home as well...take time to 
read through it   carefully!  Let 
us know if you did not  receive 
one. 

There are lots of opportunities 
to take part in this month.  Be 
sure to take a look at the 
Shooting Sports program and 
the Iowa 4-H Youth             
Conference.   

Plymouth County 

24 1st St. NW   

Le Mars, IA  51031 

712-546-7835 

FAX:  712-546-7837 
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FSQA is a statewide program that all livestock 
exhibitors (except dog, horse, cat, or pet) are 
required to take.  We teach good production 
practices and also ethics.  4-H & FFA members 
are required to attend one training each year.  
If the exhibitor is 12-14 years old as of January 
1, 2009 they may choose to test out.  By test-
ing out they do not have to attend the training 
and they are certified until the age of 15.      
15-18 year olds (by January 1, 2009) may 
choose to test out instead of attending a     
training.  This certifies them until they are 18.   
You need to make arrangements now to at-
tend one of the following dates or call Ann to 
schedule a date to test out.  You can not test 
out during a training!  There will not be any 

make up times available this year.   Please 
note that anyone who attended a training 
session from December 2007-July 2008 will 
need to attend a training again this year or 
test out.  Seating will be reserved for 9, 10, 
and 11 year olds.  Older 4-H’ers need to   
consider testing out.   

There is one session left... 

May 28:  7:00 p.m.  

 

Training will be held in the American Bank 
basement.  You will need to call ahead to 
pre-register for a session.  There is no cost 
for this training. 

FSQAτFOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY ASSURANCE TRAINING 
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MARKET LAMB WEIGH-IN UPDATE 

Horse exhibitors must attend at least three clinics in order to show at the Plymouth County Fair.  
Clinics will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Le Mars Fairgrounds arena.  If the weather is questionable, 
call before your haul!  Exhibitors are reminded that you must have a helmet to participate in 
any 4-H horse event, EVERY TIME EVERY RIDE! 

Classes will be held: 

June 4, 11, 16, 25            July 9, 19, 23 

HORSE CLINICS SET 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE FAMILIES FOR BEING PATIENT WITH US WHILE WE ENCOUNTER TECH-
NICAL DIFFICULTIES WHEN THE RETINAL IMAGING MACHINE BROKE DOWN ON US!  WE AP-
PRECIATE YOU WORKING WITH US AS WE TRIED TO FIX IT.  ONCE A NEW MACHINE ARRIVES 
WE WILL BE CONTACTING THE FAMILIES THAT NOMINATED LAMBS FOR THE IOWA STATE FAIR 
AND WILL SET UP TIMES TO COME SCAN THOSE LAMBS.   

THE GOOD NEWS IS WE WEIGHED IN NEARLY 300 LAMBS AND SAW LOTS OF NEW FACES!   

AK-SAR-BEN & CLAY COUNTY MARKET LAMBS AND SWINE 

4-H members wishing to exhibit sheep at the Clay County Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben are able to identify 

and ear tag addition lambs or hogs done under the supervision of Extension Staff at the            

Fairgrounds.  They will have to go through the verification process and it will be done on your 

trailer.  A date will be determined after we know how many animals to expect.  4-H’ers need to 

let the Extension Office know an approximate number by May 22.  We will then contact you with 

the time and date of the verification. 



Dog classes will begin on Tuesday, May 19 at the Plymouth County Fairgrounds with check-in 
from 6:00—6:15 p.m.  If the weather is questionable please call Jim or Steph Oswald at 541-
9205 or 541-9206 or tune into KLEM 1410.  Please remember to bring a drink for both your-
self and your dog.  Also remember to not feed your dog prior to coming to class or take the 
them out for a ten minute exercise so they won’t make a mess while at class! 

Classes will be held on: 

May 19 & 26                   June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30                            July 7, 14, 21 

*All exhibitors must attend at least half of the classes in order to participate at the fair! 

DOG CLINICS SET 

MAY 2009 
MORE LIVESTOCK 
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AK-SAR-BEN LIVESTOCK SHOW FITTING CONTEST 

the Fitting Challenge that is held during the Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock Show each year.  The 2008 event was a huge success 
with approximately 20 teams competing.  With a little extra effort and more advance notice, we are hoping the 2009 
Fitting Challenge will be even bigger and better.    

Listed below are a few of the rules.  Please check the Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock Show book for a complete list.   

1.  Each team must be made up of three members from the same county - both sexes need to be represented. 

2.  One of the three must be 13 years or younger as of January 1, 2009. 

3.  Only one of the three members needs to be exhibiting a calf at the Ak-Sar-Ben. 

4.  The calf used during the event must be owned by one of the team members.   

5.  Preliminary event will be held about 11:00 AM on Friday. 

6. The top 5 teams will be entered in the finals on Saturday night.     

 More details will follow later this year in regards to putting together a Plymouth County Team.   

For over twenty years, J.B. Massey has been teaching young people across the United States how to show, feed and 
prepare lambs for exhibition. He concentrates over half of our time at these camps on teaching showmanship, as they 
feel this is the most important part of showing sheep. They also cover all aspects needed to be successful in the show 
ring such as selection, health, exercise, feeding and fitting. 

A camp will be offered at the Woodbury County Fairgrounds on June 8-9, 2009.  The cost is $200 with a $100 deposit to 
be accompanied with the registration form.  T-shirts will be provided.  The camp starts each day at 8 a.m. and ends at 5 
p.m.  The camp will cover washing, shearing, selection, health care, exercise, feeding, fitting, and showmanship.  You 
will need to bring block stand, blow dryer, electric clippers, halters, feed, water, buckets, and two lambs.  The clinic will 
fill up fast so sign up soon!  Contact Jason Still at 712-540-5078 or go to http://clublambpage.com/massey/index.html 

MASSEY SHOW LAMB CAMP 

MARKET BROILERS FOR STATE FAIR OR AK-SAR-BEN 

The deadline to request Market Broilers to exhibit at the Iowa State Fair is June 1.  The State 4-H 
Office must receive your form by June 1!  

The deadline to request Market Broilers for Ak-Sar-Ben is July 1. 

Please check with the Extension Office to get your form. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

A reminder to all County Council members that our next meeting will be Thursday, May 7, 2009 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Extension Office.  Please mark your calendars!  It is very important that you 
call or email prior to the meeting if you can’t attend!!!! 

FAIR KING & QUEEN  

SHOOTING SPORTS 

It’s not too late to join the PlyWood Busters!  The next discipline it starting.  Shotgun will be 
held every Tuesday starting April 28 and going for ten weeks.  There will be no class the day   
after Memorial Day (May 26).  If you do not have equipment there will be some you can borrow 
for the evening.  The shotgun series will start at 7:00 p.m. and go approximately 1 1/2 hrs.  They 
meet at the Sportsman’s Club on C-38 just east of NIPCO.    

Clubs should be making their nominations so the candidates can be completing their entry 
forms.  Leaders have forms and they are also available online to type in.  Please remember that 
a copy of the club minutes where the member was nominated needs to be submitted with the 
paperwork along with the $15/candidate fee.  The deadline to submit your entry in May 29. 

Those youth that are enrolled in the crops project for the Plymouth County Fair will need to 
raise two or more acres of soybeans, corn, or other grains.  Joel DeJong will then meet with you 
in your field in July.  The main emphasis will be to learn what is involved in preparing a seed 
bed, planting, growing, and harvesting a crop.  Participants need not do all the work, but are 
expected to have an active roll.  There is a worksheet you will need to complete for the judging 
conference. 

Clubs donõt forget to turn in your 4-Hõers for 4-H donation.  When your club donates at least 
$2.50/member we recognize your club as a òGoal Clubó at Recognition Night!  This donation 
goes to the Iowa 4-H Foundation and helps support program fees, camp scholarships, state con-
ference, state 4-H council, awards, and other programs.  This donation needs to be turned into the 
Extension Office by May 15.  Additional forms are available at the Extension Office if you lost 

yours. 

4-H CROP PROJECT 

4-IΩ9w{ Chw п-H CAMPAIGN 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymouth/kidsteens.htm 
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4-H NEWS 

LEADERS THAT DID NOT ATTEND THE FALL LEADER’S MEETING NEED TO GET THAT MADE UP 
IMMEDIATELY!!!  THEIR ARE TWO OPTIONS OF MAKING UP THE MEETING.  YOU CAN CHECK 

OUT THE DVD FROM THE  EXTENSION OFFICE OR GO ONLINE TO: 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers 

PLEASE CONTACT THE EXTENSION OFFICE IF YOU HAVE  

ANY QUESTIONS OR IF WE CAN HELP YOU.  THANK YOU!   

The date has been set for the 2009 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference, Animal Science 
ROUNDUP, and CSI: Crops. From June 30-July 2, over 1,000 youth (grades 8-12) from 
across the state are expected to attend this annual event held at Iowa State University. 
This year’s theme is “Voyage to Greatness.” Conference participants will be involved in 
many activities including workshops, motivational speakers, community service projects, 
dances, and many other fun activities. Animal Science ROUNDUP participants will be    
involved in workshops with beef, dairy, sheep, horse, and swine as well as many of the 
activities with conference. CSI: Crops participants will use the latest electronic devices and 
tools to solve insect disease, weed, and plant growth problems as well as participate in 
many other conference activities.   The cost for the entire three days on campus which 
includes room and meals is $125.  4-H’ers will receive a $25 scholarship from the 4-H & 
Youth Committee. 

We will be taking a chartered bus which will depart on Monday, June 9th in the afternoon and it will be free of charge 
to Plymouth County participants.  However there will be a small fee of $25 per delegate to stay the extra night.  This 
will include lodging and breakfast and will be collected when we arrive on campus. 

Registration forms are available at the Extension Office along with information brochures.  Registrations are due to the 
Extension Office by May 15.  We send them in as we get them so the sooner you get them turned in the more likely you 
are to get your first choice of workshops. 

STATE 4-H CONFERENCE...VOYAGE TO GREATNESS 

4-I [9!59wΩ{ ¢w!LbLbD 

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE THE DATE FOR THE SPRING LEADER’S TRAINING.  IT WILL BE ON 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 AT 7:00 P.M.  THE SECOND PART OF THE CLUB VIBRANCY       
MODULE WILL BE PRESENTED WHICH IS REQUIRED FOR YOU TO LISTEN TO.  WE WILL 
ALSO BE HANDING OUT FAIR FORMS AND DISCUSSING IMPORTANT FAIR INFORMA-
TION.  IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND YOU WILL HAVE TO MAKE IT UP! 
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CHANGES IN THE 4-H STATIC EHXIBIT, CLOTHING EVENT, & COMMUNICATIONS   

THEN JOIN US FOR SNEAK PEAK!  The annual County Council Sneak Peak will be held on Thursday, June 4 from 6:00-
8:00 p.m. at the Shelter House at the LeMars Municipal Park (Pit).  Anyone that will be a 10-12 grader this fall and is 
interested in finding out more about belonging to County Council are encouraged to attend.   We will be conducting 
our monthly meeting and have lots of fun getting to know each other and preparing for the 2009 Plymouth County 
Fair!!!  If you are interested in attending please RSVP to Ann at the office at 546-7835 or schoenro@iastate.edu.   

Nine wedding dresses, 36 teenagers and two days at the Iowa State Fair. That’s the pattern for Stitch This!, a 16-hour 
fashion design competition for Iowa high-school youth.  Inspired by the hit TV show “Project Runway,” the competition 
will involve teams of youth working together to deconstruct wedding dresses and design them into new wearable    
garments. Stitch This! will culminate in a runway-style fashion show during the 2009 Iowa State Fair. The competition is 
sponsored by Iowa State University Extension 4-H Youth Development.  The grand prize winning team of teens will 
have the opportunity to share their talents with Michele Beschen, host and creator of “Courage to Create,” “B.Original” 
and “B.Organic” TV shows. ” The winning team and project will be featured in a segment on “B.Organic” during the 
fall/winter 2009.  
Stitch This! will take place Friday and Saturday, Aug. 21-22 at the 4-H Exhibit Building on the Iowa State Fairgrounds in 
Des Moines. Youth can apply in teams of four, and nine teams will be selected to compete, Greving said. “To apply, 
youth teams need to submit a written application online at www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthis.htm (or 
print off the PDF form and mail it in), as well as upload a video application to YouTube and e-mail the video link to    
iowa4h@iastate.edu. The video then will be posted on the 4-H YouTube channel, http://www.youtube.com/iowa4h. 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  d u e  b y  J u n e  1 
Teams will be selected by July 1 and will be announced at the State 4-H Youth Conference. All Iowa high school youth 
who have completed grades 9, 10, 11 or 12 are eligible to apply. At least one youth on each team must be a 4-H    
member. For more information on Stitch This!, contact Shelly Greving at (515) 294-1607 or visit 
www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthis.htm. 

STITCH THIS! CONTEST TO BE HELD AT THE IOWA STATE FAIR 

¶ Expressive Arts will have a limit of four visual arts entries and four photography entries. 

¶ Photos should not be covered up in plastic wrap.  In the new 4-H Building all photos will be displayed in a special 
area.  This display will use Velcro to attach the photos to the wall.  If your photos are mounted and matted the 
mounting board should not be seen outside of the mat. 

¶ The Gene Held Memorial Award will be it’s own class.  These photos will all be displayed in one specific area and one 
winner will be chosen.  If you wish to enter this photo in one of the classes, you will need to submit a duplicate photo 
with the 4-H photo label attached. 

¶ A new photography exhibition called “4-H’ers in Action” is an opportunity for 4-H’ers to enter photos that comply 
with the rules in the fairbook.  These will all be displayed in one area and each county will submit one to go be        
displayed at the Iowa State Fair.  These photos will them be used in future 4-H promotional materials. 

¶ Go The Distance is now called Live Healthy Iowa. 

¶ Clothing Event forms are on-line.  They are due June 26.  Clothing Event judging will take place on July 14.  Keep in 
mind that entries in the $15 Challenge category need to have been purchased from a garage sale, consignment store, 
Goodwill, etc.   Outfits that were purchased on sale from a department store or where gifts or hand me downs need 
to be entered in the Clothing Selection class. 

¶ 4-H Poster Art Themes:  4-H is…, Join 4-H, “Voyage to Greatness” (State Conf. theme), “4-H Time” (State Fair theme). 

WANT TO KNOW WHAT COUNTY COUNCIL IS ALL ABOUT? 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthis.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthisreg.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthis.htm
mailto:iowa4h@iastate.edu
http://www.youtube.com/iowa4h
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/stitchthis.htm
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¶ June 4:  County Council Sneak Peak 

¶ June 4:  Horse Clinics begin 

¶ June 14:  Royalty tour day and King 
judging 

¶ June 18:  4-H & Youth Committee 
meeting—7:30 p.m. 

¶ June 19:  Intermediate Trip 

¶ June 20:  Ice Cream Days Parade 

¶ June 20:  Open 4-H Horse Show 

¶ June 21:  Father’s Day 

¶ June 26:  Cat, Bucket/Bottle Calf, 
Clover Buddy Poultry, Pride of Iowa, 
Clothing Event forms due 

¶ June 29:  Depart for State                          

                         Conference 

¶ June 30τJuly 2:  State 4-H                  

                                      Conference in Ames 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

¶ May 1:  Livestock Identification 
Forms due to the Extension Office by 
4:30 p.m. 

¶ May 2:  Project Discovery Day in 
Century Hall 

¶ May 7:  County Council meeting @ 
7:00 p.m. 

¶ May 10:  Mother’s Day 

¶ May 19:  Dog Clinics begin 

¶ May 21:  4-H & Youth Committee 
Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

¶ May 22:  Intermediate Trip registra-
tion forms due 

¶ May 25:  Memorial Day—Extension 
Office closed 

¶ May 27:  Leader Training @ 7:00 
p.m. 

¶ May 28:  FSQA training at 7:00 p.m. 

¶ May 29:  Royalty candidates         
paperwork due 

DONõT FORGET THAT OUR NEWSLETTER AND REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ALL ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE AT  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymouth/kidsteens.htm 

May 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 ID forms 

due 

2 Project 

Day  

3 4 5 6 7 County 

Council 

8 9 

10 
Motherõs Day 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 Dog 

Clinics begin 

20 21 4-H & 

Youth Mtg. 

22  Int. 

Trip forms 

due 

23 

24 25 Memo-

rial Day 

26 27 Leader 

Training 

28 FSQA 29 Royalty 

forms due 

30 

31       

June 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 County 

Council 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 Roy-

alty Tour 

15 16 17 18 4-H & 

Youth Mtg. 

19  Inter-

mediate Trip 

20 Ice 

Cream Days 

21    
Fatherõs 

Day 

22 23 24 25 26 Forms        

           due 

27 

28 29 30 State 

Conference 

    


