
Emmet County Extension Office 

26 S. 17 St. 

Estherville, IA  51334 

Phone:  712-362-3434 

Fax:  712-362-5866 

URL:  www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/ 

Iowa State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating.   

Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, or disability.  

 
   CALENDAR 

APRIL 
4 Derby Swine Weigh-In, 9:00-9:30, Fairgrounds 
7 Dog Obedience Classes begin, 7:00, UMC-Fell. Hall 
10 Robotics Workshops, 9:30-Noon or 1:00-3:30, UMC 
  (sign up by April 7th) 
18 FSQA Training, 9:00-11:00, Armstrong Comm. Ctr. 
  (sign up by April 15th) 
18 Scrapbooking Workshop, 1:00-4:30, UMC-Fell. Hall 
  (sign up by April 10th) 
25 Sheep Weigh-In, 8:30-9:00, Extension Office 
28 Horse Practices Begin, 7:00, Fairgrounds Arena 
MAY 
1 Add/Drop deadline for 4-H Project Areas 
1 Livestock ID forms due to the Extension Office 
1 Applications for State Financial Aid Assistance for 
 State 4-H camps or State 4-H Conference due 
15 4-Hôers for 4-H Money due from each 4-H club 
15 State 4-H Conference, Roundup, & CSI: Crops 
 registrations due 
19 ñGo Greenò Workshop, 6:30-8:00, UMCï Fell. Hall 
  (sign up by May 12th) 
25 Extension Office closed for holiday 
JUNE 
1 Secretary books due to Extension Office from clubs 
 to verify attendance of club members 
7 County Council & Int. Council Challenge-5:00 (Marcyôs) 

7 County Council, Intermediate Council, 4-H Leaders, 
 4-H & Youth Committee, 4-H Foundation Committee 
 Potluckð6:30 at Marcyôs house 
7 County Council, Int. Council, 4-H Leaders, & 4-H  
 Foundation meetingsð7:00 at Marcyôs house 
7 4-H and Youth Committee Meetingð8:00 at Marcyôs 
(SIGN UP FOR ALL JUNE 7th ACTIVITIES by June 3rd) 
10 Sheep, Swine, & Feeder Calf IDôs due for Clay Cty Fair 

15 Feeder Calf & Swine DNA due for AK-SAR-BEN 
15 FSQA Testingðcall to schedule a time, Extension Office 
16 State 4-H Conference orientation mtg, 7:00, UMC 
18 FSQA Training, 7:00-9:00, Emmet County Farm Bureau 
 

Workshop and Summer Day Camp schedules inside >>>>>>>> 

Emmet County Extension Staff 
Holle Smith ï County Extension Education Director 
Marcy Sander ï County Youth Coordinator 
Pat Johnson ï County Office Manager 
Robin Enerson ï County Program Coordinator 
Lisa Berkland ï Area Youth Field Specialist 

 Make sure that you check the calendar and read your 
newsletter carefully for all of the upcoming dates of importance.  
Remember that 4-H is what you make of it!  You can be involved 
in as little or as much as you would like to be.  The more you do, 
the more fun you will have and the more memories you will make!  
Thanks to all of our volunteers who make the 4-H program  

possible in Emmet County!  Have a great spring! 

Future Dates: 
 

July 23-26, 2009, Emmet County Fair 
June 30-July 2, 2009, State 4-H Conference 

August 13-23, 2009, Iowa State Fair 
September 12-20, 2009, Clay County Fair 

 
July 22-25, 2010, Emmet County Fair 

June 29-July 1, 2010, State 4-H Conference 
August 12-22, 2010, Iowa State Fair 



Market Sheep Weigh-InðPens of three and individual market sheep animals need to be weighed in at the 

Emmet County Extension Office Parking Lot Extension Office Parking Lot Extension Office Parking Lot on Saturday, April 25th.  Expect to weigh between 8:30 and 

9:00am.  Ear tags must be in place before the weigh-in!  These can be purchased at the 
Extension Office for $1.25 each.  FFA projects will need to be tagged separately with FFA 
tags.  All market sheep to be shown at the Emmet County Fair must be weighed-in this day.  
Each exhibitor may weigh a maximum of 20 lambs.  Maximum weight at weigh-in is 80 lbs.  
Breeding ewes and lambs DO NOT need to be weighed, but must be tagged and recorded 
on the Livestock ID form due May 1st.   
Scrapie Eradication Programðsame requirements as in the pastðcall us or check the 
website for more info:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/resources.htm       
-then click on:  4-H'ers and the Scrapie Eradication Program 
Looking for a shearer? - Denny Swanson & Jared Becker- Algona: (515) 295-3703, Lester & Ty Tessum- Everly: 

(712) 834-2220, Dick Wishart- Mapleton, MN: (507) 524-4748, Roger Baschke- Spencer: (712) 262-2672 

Any questions in the sheep project area? Contact a committee member; David Solberg, Steve Jensen, 
Tim/Nancy Danielson 
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Horse Info:  
Horse PracticesðEmmet County horse practices will begin on Tuesday, April 28th at the 
Emmet County Fairgrounds at 7:00pm and will continue on Tuesdays until the Emmet County 
Fair. 

Horse Helmets RequiredðThe State 4-H Office and Emmet County Extension Office want to 
remind all horse project members that ASTM/SEI approved protective headgear with chin strap 
and properly fitted harness are required when mounted and riding/driving at all 4-H related horse 
events. 

AK-SAR-BENð It is no longer required that 4-Hôers attend an AK-SAR-BEN Horse Qualifying 
Show for 2009.  Any eligible Iowa 4-H horse member will be allowed to make entry for the show. 

Free Broilers ProjectðAny 4-H members who have never participated in the poultry project area before are 
encouraged to be part of the Emmet County 4-H Foundation Broiler Project.  You get 10 free 
chicksðall you have to do is bring at least 2 of them to the Emmet County Fair as an exhibit 
(also eligible for the Fair Premium Auction!)  Contract deadline is April 30th!  Find it on our 
website:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/activities.htm   
(just click on ñBroiler Contractò) or pick one up at our office. 
 

Broiler Class Order DeadlineðAll Emmet County 4-Hôers planning to participate in the broiler 
class this year at the fair need to order their chicks through the Extension Office again this year.  
There is a minimum order requirement of 10 birds.  The deadline to place your order is April 
30thðcall the office to order @ 362-3434.  Pick up date for chicks will be released as soon as it is available. 

Poultry Info:  

Sheep Info:  

Ear Tags are available at the Extension Office for $1.25 eachðFFA exhibits must be tagged accordingly. 
Erysipelas VaccineðAll swine coming to the Emmet County Fair must be vaccinated using a 
STRAIGHT Erysipelas vaccine at the following time:     
    Required: 1st shot at 40 lbs or above 
       Optional:  2-3 weeks after 1st shot 
       Required: between 45 and 21 days prior to the fair.   
      (Recommended that vet administer the last shot.) 

The entry form that you will be receiving in March will call for the vaccine type, lot #, expiration 
date, & dates the shots were given. 
Carcass Contest:  There will be five placings.  The minimum weight will be 230 pounds at fair 
weigh in.  Animals with less than 35 inches of back fat will not be eligible to place in the top five. 

Swine Info:  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/Documents/LHSheepScrapie.pdf
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Country of Origin Labeling required in 2009 
As many of you know, the USDA has set mandatory COOL (Country of Origin Labeling) that went 
into effect September 30, 2008.  There is an excellent website for those wanting to know more 
details on the Iowa Beef Centerôs webpage at, http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm 
What 4-Hôers Need to Do: 
*The Iowa COOL Coalition has come up with a simple affidavit that can work for all species of 
livestock (beef, sheep, swine, poultry, goat).  This affidavit is located at, 
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL/COOL%20Forms.doc.  Page 1 explains the steps 
needed to be taken as well as example documents that can be used for an audit trail.  Page 2 is the 
actual affidavit.  These are also available at the Extension Office. 
*4-Hôers who raise their own livestock for their projects need to fill this affidavit out and keep it on 
file for a minimum of two years.  In the case of an audit, 4-Hôers can provide authorities with this 
affidavit along with other documents listed at the bottom of page 1 of the affidavit document (birth 
records (calving report, PigChamp, PigTales, etc.), purchase/sales receipts, etc.) 
*4-Hôers who purchase their livestock from others MUST have the producer (seller) fill out the 
affidavit & sign it, give it to the 4-Hôer, and the 4-Hôer should keep the affidavit on file for a minimum 
of two years.  For example, when a 4-Hôer goes to buy a steer from a producer you will need the 
affidavit signed by the producer you bought it from. 

FSQA CERTIFICATION:  
The guidelines for the Iowa 4-H FSQA program in Emmet County and across the state will be the same as last year. 
*   All of the following 4-H/FFA exhibitors must be certified in FSQA in order to participate in the Emmet County Fair: 
 -SWINE 
 -SHEEP (Market & Breeding) 
 -BEEF (Market & Breeding) 
 -DAIRY (Cattle & Goats) 
 -POULTRY (Market & Breeding) 
 -RABBIT (Everything except miscellaneous) 
*   Youth, ages 9-11 by January 1, 2009, must recertify in FSQA annually. 
*   Youth, ages 12-14 by January 1, 2009, can recertify annually or can test out.  If youth pass the test, certification will 
     be good until they turn 15. 
*   Youth, ages 15-19 by January 1, 2009, can recertify annually or can test out.  If youth pass the test, certification will 
     be good until they graduate. 
*   Youth can be certified in FSQA by attending an Extension sponsored FSQA training.  Youth are able to attend training 
     in any county; however, they need to contact the host county to pre-register.  

EMMET COUNTY FSQA TRAINING DATES: 
 
Saturday, April 18thðFSQA Training 

 Armstrong Community Center, 9:00-11:00am 
 Pre-register by April 15th (362-3434) 
 

Thursday, June 18thðFSQA Training 

 Farm Bureau Building in Estherville, 7:00-9:00pm 
 Pre-register by June 16th (362-3434) 
 

Monday, June 15thðFSQA Testing Day 
 Emmet County Extension Office, 8:30am-4:00pm 
 Set up your specific time to test by June 12th 
 by calling the Extension Office (362-3434)  

 

FSQA TRAININGS IN OTHER COUNTIES: 
Make sure to call and pre-register with county & date you choose! 
 

Cherokee County April 13 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-225-6196 
Dickinson County April 13 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-336-3488 
Dickinson County  April 13 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-336-3488 
Clay County  April 14 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Clay County  April 16 - 5:30-7:40PM 712-262-2264 
Kossuth County April 16 - 7:00-9:00PM 515-295-2469 
OôBrien County  April 18 - 9:00-11:00AM 712-957-5045 
Buena Vista County April 20 - 6:30-830PM 712-732-5056 
Clay County  May 12 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Clay County  May 14 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Palo Alto County  May 21 - 7:00-9:00PM 712-852-2865 
Pocahontas County June 4 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-335-3103 
Kossuth County June 18 - 7:00-9:00PM 515-295-2469 

All Livestock IDôs are due by May 1st to the Extension Office! 
(Market Beef and Market Sheep were already IDôd at weigh in and dogs will do theirs in obedience class.   

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL/COOL%20Forms.doc
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FAIR FACTS:  

Copyright Issues: 
Copyright rules and guidelines must be followed when creating a fair exhibit.  Exhibits will be 
disqualified if they do not follow copyright guidelines.  If you want more information, please contact 
the Extension Office at 362-3434. 

Design Elements and Principles of Art: 
Many fair classes ask for 4-Hôers to include information on the design elements and principles of art 
used.  We have brochures and handouts that can help you with that.  These are listed on page 48 of 
your 2008-2009 Emmet County Fair Book.  Stop in to the Extension Office for help with this! 

Fair Info on Website: 
Check our website for lots of Emmet County Fair info on goal cards, photography labels, poster 
labels, ag forms, fairbook, 2009 schedule, clothing event entry forms, and lots more >>>>> 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/fair.htm 

Herdsmanship: 
Sometimes we over look the importance of herdsmanship at the Emmet County Fair.  However, 
herdsmanship is VERY important because it encourages you to keep your pens and alley ways neat 
and clean.  It also means that your animals are properly fed and watered (especially on those HOT 
July days).  This demonstrates to both rural and urban visitors the concern for the health and 
general well-being of the animals we raise.  Herdsmanship provides an opportunity  
to ñshowcaseò our livestock projects in a positive light.  Your herdsmanship is a  
reflection of not only your individual project but also that of your clubôs as well. 

Hersmanship is part of Food Safety and Quality Assurance.  By assuring that your  
animals have adequate feed, water and dry bedding, you are helping to produce  
livestock that is acceptable for both the packer and consumer.  An inadequate quantity or quality of 
the above mentioned items can lead to health concerns, which affects product quality.  At the fair, 
we want to represent Emmet County agriculture at its best!  So, keep that in mind and develop a 
plan to have everyone from your 4-H club or FFA group be good herdsmen! 

Sometimes your barn neighbor may be off showing in another livestock show.  What do you do if 
you notice their stall is dirty?  Walk away or help them out?  The good sportsman would pick up the 
shovel or pitch fork and help out.  Letôs all pitch in and help!  Weôll be looking for good 
sportsmanship/hersmanship this year at the fair! 

4-H Poster Communications Themes for 2009 are: 
 a.  4-H isé (open to a 4-Hôers interpretation) 
 b.  Join 4-H 
 c.  ñVoyage to Greatnessò (2009 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference Theme) 
 d.  ñ4-H Timeò (2009 Iowa State Fair theme is ñState Fair Timeò) 

Emmet County Fair Books: 
Remember that the fairbook you received in 2008 was for two years (new members received one 
this year).  If you canôt find yours, either check it out online 
(http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/fair.htm) or you can purchase one for 
$2 at the Extension Office. 

Fairbook Changes: 
*The challenge recipe for 2009 should say ñBaking Powder Biscuitsò (not soda).  
*The name of the ñ4-H Go the Distanceò class (page 43) has been renamed ñLive Healthy Iowaò 
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Leader Information:  

Needed from 4-H Leaders by June 1st! 
Please call before coming to pick up DVDôs or CDôs to make sure that we have them in.  If you do 
borrow a DVD or CD to watchðPLEASE return it ASAP, so that others may view it to fulfill their 
training requirements as well! 

*Leaders who need to complete Spring 2008 training by either DVD or online:  

(http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers  -it does not require a ñkeyò or ñcodeò this year- to do 
the training) 
Layne Anderson, Colleen Buum, Darci Farnum, David Farnum, Heather Fox, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, 
Caryle Hansen, Doug Hansen, Deb Hoffmeyer, Monte Hoffmeyer, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen,  
Janine Kinnander, Andy Lown, Greg Matheson, Gary Myers, Betty Mills, Tony Mills, Sherry Nelson,  
Heidi Origer, Donna Probst, Rick Rosburg, & David Solberg 

*Leaders who need to complete Fall 2008 training by either DVD or online: 

(http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers  -it does not require a ñkeyò or ñcodeò this year- to do 
the training) 
Darci Farnum, Dave Farnum, Heather Fox, Monte Hoffmeyer, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen, Andy Lown,  
Greg Matheson, Betty Mills, Tony Mills, Heidi Origer, & David Solberg 

*Leaders who need to complete Spring 2008 training by CD:   
Deb Hoffmeyer, Monte Hoffmeyer, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen, Andy Lown, Greg Matheson, & David Solberg 

*Leaders who need to complete Fall 2007 training by DVD:   
Layne Anderson, Bruce Guse, Greg Matheson, & Clara Valen. 

*Leaders who need to complete Spring 2007 training by DVD: 
Layne Anderson, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen, Sherry Nelson, Patti Paulsen, David Solberg, & Clara Valen 

*Leaders who need to complete Fall 2006 training by DVD: 
Deb Hoffmeyer, Monte Hoffmeyer, Greg Matheson, & David Solberg 

*Leaders who need to turn in Confidentiality Statements to the Extension Office: 
Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen, & Andy Lown 

*Leaders who need to turn in Medical Release/Health Forms to the Extension Office: 
Darci Farnum, David Farnum, Heather Fox, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, Andy Lown, Sandy Mann,  
Mike Martens, Greg Matheson, Betty Mills, Tony Mills, & Rick Rosburg 

*Leaders who need to turn in Enrollment Forms to the Extension Office: 
Darci Farnum, David Farnum, Heather Fox, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, Andy Lown, Sandy Mann,  
Greg Matheson, Betty Mills, Tony Mills, & Rick Rosburg 

Emmet County Fair Booth Decorating Theme 
The theme for this yearôs fair booths will be ñVoyage to Greatnessò 
(the same as the State Conference theme).  We look forward to 
seeing what clubs come up with this year!!!  Start brainstorming 
now!  Good luck! 



UPCOMING APRIL/MAY 4 -H EVENTS:  

Scrapbooking Workshop 
Saturday, April 18th from 1:00-4:30PM, United Methodist Church (Fellowship 
Hall), $5.00 fee 
Learn the basics of scrapbooking, or some new ideas if you already scrapbook!  
Bring along 10 photos of a related event that you would like to put on a scrapbook 
page.  Your completed page can be used in your scrapbook and/or brought to the 
fair next summer as an exhibit!  Please bring a pair of scissors and an acid free 
glue stick with you, along with your photos!  Sign up deadline is April 10th! 
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Robotics Workshops 
Friday, April 10th from 9:30-Noon or 1:00-3:30, United Methodist Church (Fellowship 
Hall),  
$5.00 fee 
All 4-Hôers and friends of 4-Hôers are invited to attend this fun, hands-on day camp!  The 
day will be filled with building, experimenting, and being challenged with the ñMindstorm 
LEGO robotics Labò.  Toy with technology as you design your own robot to use.  Sign 
up deadline is April 7th! 

Donôt Forget! 
4-H Short Sleeved T-Shirts, Polos, and Hooded Sweatshirts for sale at the Extension Office! 
This is what we have left in stock: 
Short Sleeved T-Shirts ($9.00): Small Greenð9  Small Whiteð1 
     Medium Greenð15  Medium Whiteð1 
     Large Greenð34  Large Whiteð5 
     XL Greenð14   XL Whiteð6 
     XXL Greenð6   XXL Whiteð4 

     XXXL Greenð1  XXXL Whiteð1 

Short Sleeved Polos ($20.00):  Small Greenð1  Small Whiteð1 
     Medium Greenð7  Medium Whiteð3 
     Large Greenð7  Large Whiteð3 

     XL Greenð5   XL Whiteð1 

Grey Hooded Sweatshirts ($25.00): Smallð1 
     Mediumð3 
     Largeð4 

     XLð1 

Also for sale:  Armbands used by horse exhibitors ($2.00): We have 9 in stock 

    STOP IN AND GET YOURS TODAY!!!!!!!!! 

ñGo Greenò Workshop 
Tuesday, May 19th from 6:30-8:00PM, United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall), 
$5.00 fee 
Learn ways that you can ñGo Greenò by reducing, reusing, recycling, learning envi-
ronment responsibility and more!  Get some great ideas for 4-H exhibits for the fair 
as well.   Sign up deadline is May 12th! 
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SUMMER 4-H WORKSHOPS  
Registration 

deadline for all  

workshops ð

May 22nd!  

Make sure to sign up ASAP for the workshops you are interested in!   
There are minimum numbers required and maximum numbers permittedð 

reserve your space today! 
You MUST PAY to have your space reservedð 

Registration deadline is May 22ðno late requests accepted! 

PLANTS   Tuesday, June 9th 10:00-12:00 Thoreson Park Shelter 
$15.00 
*Design and decorate the outside of a bucket, then plant beautiful flowers inside it!  By watering and 
taking care of your plants throughout the summer, you will have a ñBucket of Flowersò exhibit to bring 
to the Emmet County Fair! 

BASKET WEAVING   Tuesday, June 16th 10:00-12:00 Thoreson Park Shelter 
$15.00 
*Enjoy weaving your own basket at this workshop!  Great fair exhibit! 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY Tuesday, June 23rd 10:00-12:00 ELC HS Media Center 
$5.00 
*Bring your digital camera if you have one and the cords required to connect it to a computer.  This interesting 
workshop will keep you busy manipulating the digital photos that you actually take that day using Photoshop 
software.  You will have a photography fair exhibit ready to bring to the fair! 

STEPPING STONES  Tuesday, June 30th  10:00-12:00 Thoreson Park Shelter 
$10.00 
*Make a stepping stone of your own!  Bring any items you would like to stick into them (that would be 
weather-proof).  Choose from round, square or rectangular shapes.  These make great fair exhibits! 

WELDING   Tuesday, July 7th 9:00-12:00 Dave Enerson Home 

$20.00 
*Learn the safety required and techniques involved in welding.  Wear old clothes!  You will have a 
complete welded item, ready to paint and take to the fair when you leave! 

FISHING    Tuesday, July 14th 9:00-12:00 Location TBA 
No Fee! 
*Have a fun day learning the basics of fishing and roasting hot dogs for lunch!   

OUTDOOR COOKING  Wed., August 12th 10:30-12:30 Wolden Park Shelter 
$5.00 
*Al Madden leads the workshop as you learn how to do outdoor cooking and then taste the final 
products! 

Ã Plants $15.00 Tuesday 6/9 

Ã Basket Weaving $15.00 Tuesday 6/16 

Ã Digital Photography $5.00 Tuesday 6/23 

Ã Stepping Stones $10.00 Tuesday 6/30 

Ã Welding Tuesday 7/7 $20.00 

Ã Fishing ðððð Tuesday 7/14 

Ã Outdoor Cooking $5.00 Wed. 8/12 

DUE 5/22                                TOTAL NUMBER OF WORKSHOPS               TOTAL DUE  

   X    Workshop Name             Date     Fee 4-Hers Name: _____________________________________ 
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Congratulations Clover Knowledge Escapade Participants:  

Educational Presentations advancing to the Iowa State Fair: 
 Holly E & Alyssa S  ñDesign Elements & Principles of Artò 

 Hanna G   ñHorse Chatò 
 Lauren N   ñSpritz Cookiesò 
 Madilynn M   ñFat Quarter Bagsò 
 Whitney K   ñWhy Wear Your Seat Belt?ò 

Educational Presentation advancing to the Clay County Fair: 
 Lucas G   ñBe an Eggs-pert Hatcherò 

Share-The-Fun Acts advancing to the Iowa State Fair: 
 Melissa R   Reading/Speech  ñFarewell 4-Hò 
 Jacob B   Vocal Solo   ñAngels on the Moonò 
 Emily C   Piano Solo   ñPreludeò 

Share-The-Fun Act advancing to the Clay County Fair: 
 Sara H   Vocal Solo   ñSheôs In Love With A Boyò 

Working Exhibit advancing to the Iowa State Fair: 
 Coral F   ñHomemade Bath Saltsò 

Working Exhibit advancing to the Clay County Fair: 
 Claudia K & Natalie H ñRibbon Twirlersò 

Working Exhibit selected as Clay County Fair Alternate: 
 Landra M   ñEmbossing Cardsò 


