
Emmet County Extension Office 

26 S. 17 St. 

Estherville, IA  51334 

Phone:  712-362-3434 

Fax:  712-362-5866 

URL:  www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/ 

Iowa State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating.   

Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, or disability.  

 

CALENDAR  

FEBRUARY 
2 Iowa 4-H Scholarship Apps due to State 4-H Office 
7 Ice Fishing, 1:00-3:00, Location to be announced 
8 Clover Kids, Intermediate Council, & County Council 
17 Wildlife Workshop, 6:30-8:00, Nature Center 

MARCH 
2 Area Award, State 4-H Council, State Tech Team, 
 National Congress & National Conference Apps due 
8 Clover Kids, Intermediate Council, & County Council 
10 4-H Foundation Committee Meeting, 7:00, Ext. Off. 
15 Clover Knowledge Escapade, 1:30, UMC-Fell. Hall 
17 Mandatory 4-H Leader Training, 6:30, Armstrong 
20-21 4-H Lock-In, 10pm-6am, Regional Wellness Center 
26 4-H and Youth Committee Meeting, 7:00, Ext. Off. 

APRIL  
4 Derby Swine Weigh-In, 9:00-10:00, Fairgrounds 
7 Dog Obedience Classes begin, 7:00, Ext. Office 
10 Robotics Day Camp, 9:30-3:30, UMC-Fell. Hall 
18 FSQA Training, 9:00-11:00, Armstrong Comm. Ctr. 
25 Sheep Weigh-In, 8:30-9:00, Fairgrounds 
28 Horse Practices Begin, 7:00, Fairgrounds Arena 

Emmet County Extension Staff  
Holle Smith ï County Extension Education Director 
Marcy Sander ï County Youth Coordinator 
Pat Johnson ï County Office Manager 
Robin Enerson ï County Program Coordinator 
Lisa Berkland ï Area Youth Field Specialist 

4-H Youth County Council:  
Matt A Amanda B Catherine C 
Holly E  Tyson E  Graye F 
Hannah F Shelby G Ryan H 
Ethan J Nate K Emily L 
Katie L Krista L Molly M 
Gabe M Trisha N Erin O  
Jordan P Kelsey S  

4-H Intermediate Council:  
Rebecca B Alex B Leslie B 
Allison B Colten C Caleb C 
Hannah C Becky C Jimmy C 
Paige H Jalissa I Clyve J 
Rebecca L Cole M Kyle M 
Clint M Colton M Chase P 
Emmy S McKenzie Y 

Extension Council:  
David Dominy David Enerson Todd Glasnapp 
Jeanne Handeland  Robin Hansen Amy Lowe 
Lori Meyer Sharla Ries Rick Rosburg  

4-H and Youth Committee  
Matt A  Athlyn Black Bob Burt  
Monte Hoffmeyer  Sandy Kropf Emily L 
Roger Lowe Phyllis Martens Gabe M 
Bryon Nelsen Martha Olson  

4-H Foundation Committee  
Mary Brandt Bob Burt  Catherine C 
Tyson E  Jennie Knudson Rick Rosburg  
  Deb Seylar  
   

 I hope that your 2009 is off to a great start!  
Make sure to check this newsletter for more upcoming 
events!  The 4-H Lock-In is coming upñdonõt forget to 
get your payment in right away!  Hopefully we will 
have a great turnout for the 4-H Clover Knowledge  
Escapade as well!  Donõt forget to participate!  Keep 
looking through this newsletter for more information 
on these events.  Remember to call, email, or stop in if 
you have any questions at all! 
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Horse Info:  
Horse Practices ðEmmet County horse practices will begin on Tuesday, April 28th at the 
Emmet County Fairgrounds at 7:00pm and will continue on Tuesdays until the Emmet 
County Fair. 
 

Horse Helmets Required ðThe State 4-H Office and Emmet County Extension Office want 
to remind all horse project members that ASTM/SEI approved protective headgear with 
chin strap and properly fitted harness are required when mounted and riding/driving at all 
4-H related horse events. 
 

2009 Horse Jamboree ðThis will be held in conjunction with the Iowa Horse Fair on the 
Iowa State Fairgrounds April 4-5.  If you are interested in competing in the hippology, quiz 
bowl, demonstration, public speaking, essay, drawing, painting, photography, poster, or 
clothes horse contests, (entries due to the State 4-H Office by March 1st)  please check 
the website (scroll down to Jamboree information): http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/
Agriculture livestockhandbookHorse.html 
 

AK-SAR-BENð It is no longer required that 4-Hôers attend an AK-SAR-BEN Horse 
Qualifying Show for 2009.  Any eligible Iowa 4-H horse member will be allowed to make 
entry for the show. 
 

Iowa 4-H Horse Advisory Committee holds 3 adobe connect sessions for 4 -Hôers: 
 (these will also be recorded and archived for later viewing) 
#1ðMonday, Feb. 2

nd
    7-9PM   Topic of Interest ï Iowa Youth Horse Jamboree - 

              http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/horsejamboree/ 
#2ðMonday, March 2

nd
  7-9 PM  Topics of Interest ï Horse Judging, Current topics in horse care 

#3ð Monday, May 4
th
    7-9 PM   Topics of Interest ï Correctly Identifying your horse, 4-H State Fair 

     Show, Special topic(s) on skill development 

Ear Tags are available at the Extension Office for $1.25 eachðFFA exhibits must be tagged 
accordingly. 

Erysipelas Vaccine ðAll swine coming to the Emmet County Fair must be vaccinated using 
a STRAIGHT Erysipelas vaccine at the following time:     
    Required: 1st shot at 40 lbs or above 
       Optional:  2-3 weeks after 1st shot 
       Required: between 45 and 21 days prior to the fair.   
      (Recommended that vet administer the last shot.) 

The entry form that you will be receiving in March will call for the vaccine type, lot #, 
expiration date, & dates the shots were given. 

AK-SAR-BEN & State Fair ï If you plan to show your swine at the State Fair or  
AK-SAR-BEN, please let the Extension Office know by March 1st so that we can get you all 
of the information that you need and weigh-in/verification dates. 

Carcass Contest:   There will be five placings.  The minimum weight will be 230 pounds at 
fair weigh in.  Animals with less than 35 inches of back fat will not be eligible to place in the 
top five. 

Derby Contest:  (If we have a minimum of 10 youth enrolled by March 20th)  To participate, 
pigs must be weighed in on Saturday, April 4th.  Ear tags must be in prior to weigh in and the 
first Erysipelas shot must have been given to each animal.  Each exhibitor may weigh up to 
20 pigs, but a max of 2 can be shown as Derby pigs.  Maximum weight on April 4th is 60 
pounds.  Rememberðyou must sign up for the Derby contest prior to March 20th by calling, 
emailing, or stopping by the Extension Office. 

Swine Info:  

http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/horsejamboree/


Dog Obedience Classes:  
Instructors Sherry Nelson, Jeremy Nelson, & Jordon Hansen are ready to prepare you for 
showing your dog at the fair this summer, while having lots of fun!  If you have a dog that you 
would like to show at the fair, you need to attend at least 5 dog obedience classes before 
then!  If this is your first year, or you have a new puppy, plan to come, even if you 
don't plan to exhibit at the fair!   

For the first class you do not need to bring your dog- DO bring your dog's rabies 
vaccination number and date given, date of temporary or permanent distemper 
immunization (recommended), date of vaccination for parvo virus and birth date of 
dog.  Vaccination certification must be presented no later than the 2nd class 
meeting.  Parents are highly encouraged to attend the first meeting which will be held 
on Tuesday, April 7th at the Emmet County Extension Office, along with the 4-H'er.   

After the first meeting, the group will be meeting once a week at the Emmet County 
Fairgrounds for practices.  They will meet once a week through Memorial Day and then once 
in June and once in July. 

Call to sign up for these classes by April 1st! 
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Free Broilers Project ðAny 4-H members who have never participated in the poultry project 
area before are encouraged to be part of the Emmet County 4-H Foundation Broiler 
Project.  You get 10 free chicksðall you have to do is bring at least 2 of them to the Emmet 
County Fair as an exhibit (also eligible for the Fair Premium Auction!)  Contract deadline is 
April 30th!  Find it on our website:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/activities.htm   
(just click on ñBroiler Contractò) or pick one up at our office. 
 
Broiler Class Order Deadline ðAll Emmet County 4-Hôers planning to participate in the 
broiler class this year at the fair need to order their chicks through the Extension Office 
again this year.  There is a minimum order requirement of 10 birds.  The deadline to place 
your order is April 30thðcall the office to order @ 362-3434.  Pick up date for chicks will be 
released as soon as it is available. 

Poultry Info:  

Market Sheep Weigh -InðPens of three and individual market sheep animals need to be 
weighed in at the Emmet County Fairgrounds on Saturday, April 25th.  Expect to weigh 
between 8:30 and 9:00am.  Ear tags must be in place before the weigh-in!  These 
can be purchased at the Extension Office for $1.25 each.  FFA projects will need to 
be tagged separately with FFA tags.  All market sheep to be shown at the Emmet 
County Fair must be weighed-in this day.  Each exhibitor may weigh a maximum of 
20 lambs.  Maximum weight at weigh-in is 80 lbs.  Breeding ewes and lambs DO 
NOT need to be weighed, but must be tagged and recorded on the Livestock ID form 
due May 1st.  If you are planning to go to AK-SAR-BEN or the Iowa State Fair, you 
will not weigh-in on this date.  Please let the Extension Office know by March 1st if 
you plan to do this, so that we can get you the rest of the details on where and when 
to do weigh-in/verification for those events. 
Scrapie Eradication Program ðsame requirements as in the pastðcall us or check the 
website for more info:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/resources.htm       
-then click on:  4-H'ers and the Scrapie Eradication Program 

Sheep Info:  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/Documents/LHSheepScrapie.pdf
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Country of Origin Labeling required in 2009  
As many of you know, the USDA has set mandatory COOL (Country of Origin Labeling) that went 
into effect September 30, 2008.  There is an excellent website for those wanting to know more de-
tails on the Iowa Beef Centerôs webpage at, http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm 
What 4-Hôers Need to Do: 
*The Iowa COOL Coalition has come up with a simple affidavit that can work for all species of live-
stock (beef, sheep, swine, poultry, goat).  This affidavit is located at, 
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL/COOL%20Forms.doc.  Page 1 explains the steps 
needed to be taken as well as example documents that can be used for an audit trail.  Page 2 is the 
actual affidavit.  These are also available at the Extension Office. 
*4-Hôers who raise their own livestock for their projects need to fill this affidavit out and keep it on 
file for a minimum of two years.  In the case of an audit, 4-Hôers can provide authorities with this affi-
davit along with other documents listed at the bottom of page 1 of the affidavit document (birth re-
cords (calving report, PigChamp, PigTales, etc.), purchase/sales receipts, etc.) 
*4-Hôers who purchase their livestock from others MUST have the producer (seller) fill out the 
affidavit & sign it, give it to the 4-Hôer, and the 4-Hôer should keep the affidavit on file for a minimum 
of two years.  For example, when a 4-Hôer goes to buy his steer from a producer will need the affida-
vit signed by the producer he/she bought it from. 

Livestock Judging Team News:  
Are you interested in Livestock Judging? - We are updating our list for livestock judging activities.  
Please let the Extension Office know at 362-3434 if you want to be included on the e-mail list for 
notifications.  Layne Anderson and Andy Lown provide leadership to this group.  They need to have 
an accurate list of 4-Hôers interested in doing Livestock Judging this year. 
Block and Bridle Livestock Judging Clinic/Contest ðPlease let the Extension Office know if you 
are interested in participating in this event that is usually the end of April on the Iowa State 
University campus in Ames.   

4-H Agriculture Website:  
Check out the 4-H Livestock website at:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/index.htm 
You will find current news, member newsletters, links to agriculture sites, record 
book worksheets, training packets, etc. 
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http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL.htm
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/content/COOL/COOL%20Forms.doc
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Check with the office as to your FSQA status. 
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FSQA CERTIFICATION:  
The guidelines for the Iowa 4-H FSQA program in Emmet County and across the state will be the same as last year. 

All of the following 4-H/FFA exhibitors must be certified in FSQA in order to participate in the Emmet County Fair: 
 -SWINE 
 -SHEEP (Market & Breeding) 
 -BEEF (Market & Breeding) 
 -DAIRY (Cattle & Goats) 
 -POULTRY (Market & Breeding) 
 -RABBIT (Everything except miscellaneous) 

Youth, ages 9-11 by January 1, 2009, must recertify in FSQA annually. 

Youth, ages 12-14 by January 1, 2009, can recertify annually or can test out.  If youth pass the test, certification will 
be good until they turn 15. 

Youth, ages 15-19 by January 1, 2009, can recertify annually or can test out.  If youth pass the test, certification will 
be good until they graduate. 

Youth can be certified in FSQA by attending an Extension sponsored FSQA training.  Youth are able to attend 
training in any county; however, they need to contact the host county to  
pre-register.  

EMMET COUNTY FSQA TRAINING DATES:  
 
Saturday, April 18th ðFSQA Training  

 Armstrong Community Center, 9:00-11:00am 
 Pre-register by April 15th (362-3434) 
 

Thursday, June 18th ðFSQA Training  

 Farm Bureau Building in Estherville, 7:00-9:00pm 
 Pre-register by June 16th (362-3434) 
 

Monday, June 15th ðFSQA Testing Day  
 Emmet County Extension Office, 8:30am-4:00pm 
 Set up your specific time to test by June 12th 
 by calling the Extension Office (362-3434)  

 

FSQA TRAININGS IN OTHER COUNTIES:  
Make sure to call and pre-register with county & date you choose! 
 

OôBrien County  March 10 - 7:00-9:00PM 712-957-5045 
Palo Alto County   March 19 - 7:00-9:00PM 712-852-2865 
Osceola County March 21 - 9:00-11:00AM 712-754-3648 
Cherokee County April 13 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-225-6196 
Dickinson County April 13 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-336-3488 
Dickinson County  April 13 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-336-3488 
Clay County  April 14 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Clay County  April 16 - 5:30-7:40PM 712-262-2264 
Kossuth County April 16 - 7:00-9:00PM 515-295-2469 
OôBrien County  April 18 - 9:00-11:00AM 712-957-5045 
Buena Vista County April 20 - 6:30-830PM 712-732-5056 
Clay County  May 12 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Clay County  May 14 - 5:30-7:30PM 712-262-2264 
Palo Alto County  May 21 - 7:00-9:00PM 712-852-2865 
Pocahontas County June 4 - 1:00-3:00PM 712-335-3103 
Kossuth County June 18 - 7:00-9:00PM 515-295-2469 

 



Future Dates  July 23-26, 2009, Emmet County Fair   July 22-25, 2010, Emmet County Fair 
  June 30-July 2, 2009, State 4-H Conference, Ames June 29-July 1, 2010, State 4-H Conference, Ames 
  Aug 13-23, 2009, Iowa State Fair   Aug 12-22, 2010, Iowa State Fair 
  Sept 12-20, 2009, Clay County Fair  

4-H Record Books  
Get started on those 4-H record books now to avoid headaches in August!!  All record book forms 
are available from the Extension Office or on the web:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/recordkeeping.htm   
We have an example record book that can be checked out from the Extension Office also. 
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Helpful Hints:  

Need Fair Exhibit Ideas?  
Check this website for lots of different ideas: 
www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/ProjectLinks.htm  

WEATHER 

Please listen to KILR or KICD radio stations when the weather gets bad, to see 
if an event has been cancelled or postponed.  Also, feel free to call the 

Extension Office 362-3434 or Marcy at home 362-8683 if you are wondering.   

Emmet County Fair Booth Decorating Theme  
The theme for this yearôs fair booths will be ñVoyage to Greatnessò (the same as the State 
Conference theme).  We look forward to seeing what clubs come up with this year!!!  Start 
brainstorming now!  Good luck! 

Mandatory Leader Training  
*If you were unable to attend the Leaderôs meeting in September of 2008 entitled ñClub Vibrancyò, a 
CD is available at the office or you may go online: 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers  (it does not require a ñkeyò or ñcodeò this year) 
to do the training, The state 4-H office requires that all leaders must be certified. 
Leaders who need to do this are:  Rick Rosburg, Heidi Origer, David Farnum, Darci Farnum, 
Heather Fox, Betty Mills, Tony Mills, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, Dee Jensen, Steve Jensen, Andy 
Lown, Jordon Hansen, Jeremy Nelson, Monte Hoffmeyer, David Solberg, and Greg Matheson. 

Leaders who need to check out the DVD to complete their spring 2008 training:  Layne Anderson, 
Heather Fox, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, Deb Hoffmeyer, Monte Hoffmeyer, Dee Jensen, Steve  
Jensen, Greg Matheson, David Solberg, Andy Lown, and Jordon Hansen. 

Leaders who need to check out the DVD to complete their fall 2007 training:  Layne Anderson, Anna 
Enerson, Bruce Guse, Penny Guse, and Greg Matheson. 

Leader Information:  

Helpful Websites to bookmark  
Emmet County Extension Office:  www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet  
Iowa 4-H Website Homepage:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/ 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/emmet/info/recordkeeping.htm


UPCOMING 4 -H EVENTS:  

Scrapbooking Workshop  
Postponed until April 18th from 1:00-4:30PM, United Methodist Church 
(Fellowship Hall), $5.00 fee 
Learn the basics of scrapbooking, or some new ideas if you already scrapbook!  
Bring along 10 photos of a related event that you would like to put on a scrapbook 
page.  Your completed page can be used in your scrapbook and/or brought to the 
fair next summer as an exhibit!  Please bring a pair of scissors and an acid free 
glue stick with you, along with your photos!  Sign up deadline is April 10th! 
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Ice Fishing  
Saturday, February 7, 1:00-3:00, Emmet County Nature Center, no fee 
Learn the basics of ice fishing, including; safety tips, kinds of fish, how to tie on a 
hook, bait to use, and more!  You will get a chance to actually go out on the lake 
near the Nature Center and try your hand at ice fishing!  Please bring WARM 
clothesðsnow pants, coat, hat, gloves, boots.  If you are planning to bring your 
own ice fishing pole, please let us know that when you sign up.  Door prizes will 
also be handed out to participants!  Sign up deadline is February 4th! 

Wildlife Workshop  
Tuesday, February 17, 6:30-8:00, Emmet County Nature Center, $5.00 fee 
Join your friends at the Nature Center, as Anita Fisher, Emmet County Naturalist, 
leads a workshop that will include; fun wildlife facts, interesting games, environ-
mental knowledge, and tons more!  You will get to make your own ñToad Houseò, 
that would make a great fair exhibit!  Sign up deadline is February 13th! 

Robotics Day Camp  
Friday, April 10th, from 9:30-3:30, United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall),  
$15.00 fee 
All 4-Hôers and friends of 4-Hôers are invited to attend this fun, hands-on day camp!  The 
day will be filled with building, experimenting, and being challenged with the ñMindstorm 
LEGO robotics Labò.  Toy with technology as you design your own robot to use.  Sign 
up deadline is April 3rd! 

Donõt Forget! 

4-H Short Sleeved T -Shirts, Sweatshirts, and Polos for sale  

at the Extension Office!  

Get yours today ñthere is a limited supply of sizes available!  

Did you know? 
The Pearson Lakes Art Center in Okoboji (2201 Hwy 71 N.) offers art classes every Tuesday for kids in 

grades 2nd ɀ6th.  Classes are from 4:00-5:00 and cost $6 for non-members or $4 for members.  A snack 
and juice is provided as well.  You must sign up by the Saturday before the class to participate.  Most of 

the things you make would be good 4-H Fair Exhibits!  Upcoming classes offered through May include: 

Abstract Futuristic Drawings, Watercolor Resist Houses, Fabric Quilts, Clay Coil Pots, Portrait Drawings, Animal 
3ÃÒÁÔÃÈ !ÒÔȟ !ÂÓÔÒÁÃÔ 3ÃÕÌÐÔÕÒÅÓȟ Ȱ3ÔÁÉÎÅÄ 'ÌÁÓÓȱ ,ÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȟ 0ÏÒÔÒÁÉÔ 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȟ )ÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÉÓÔÉÃ 0ÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓȟ 
Clay Relief Sculptures, Crowd Watercolor Paintings, Collage Stories, Paintings using 5 colors, & Dream Journals 

Check the website for details: http://www.lakesart.org/managed/programming-childrens.html 
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Happy Birthday in FEBRUARY!  

 

High School Seniors:  Donôt miss your opportunity to apply for the  
4-H State Scholarships.  Most applications are due by February 1, 

2009, but some are due even sooner!  Check out the website: 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/grants.html  
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4-H Shooting Sports Groups Meetings:   (3rd Sunday of each month at 3:00pm) 
February 15th, 4:00  Northstar Bank June 21st, Izaak Walton League (Weather Permitting) 
March 15th, 4:00  Northstar Bank July 19th, Izaak Walton League (Weather Permitting) 
April 19th, Izaak Walton League (Weather Permitting) August 16th, Izaak Walton League (Weather Permitting) 
May 17th, Izaak Walton League (Weather Permitting) September 20th, Izaak Walton Lg (Weather Permitting) 

4-H SHOOTING SPORTS NEWS:  

WANTED!  
The Emmet County Shooting Sports 4-H Club is looking for energetic, fun, organized adults that enjoy working with kids 
to be trained to help lead in the discipline areas of Archery, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader, and Wildlife Skills.  The  
Extension Office pays for the required trainingðthat will take place in the spring of 2009 at the 4-H camp in Madrid.  
Please contact the Extension Office (362-3434) or one of the other 4-H Shooting Sports leaders; Deb & Monte 
Hoffmeyer (362-3846), Mike Martens (858-4404), Dave Solberg (866-0737) or Greg Matheson (866-1248).  To find out 
more about the program check out the state website:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/SESS/shootingsports.html  

GRANT OPPORTUNITY FOR 4 -H CLUBS:  
Emmet County Community Foundation Grants  

The Emmet County Community Foundation is here to help our communityôs charitable projects 
and programs contribute to the quality of life in our area.  One of the ways that is done is through 
grantmaking.  The Emmet County Community Foundation currently has one granting cycle per 

year.  The application deadline is March 1st of each year. 

The Emmet County Community Foundation accepts grant applications from charitable projects 
and programs impacting a wide range of needs in the communityðarts and culture, health, human 

services, community betterment, historic preservation, education and environment. 

Organizations interested in applying for grants are invited to download the grant application and 
fiscal sponsorship form from the website:  

http://locator.iowacommunityfoundations.org/page11899.cfm 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 4 -H MEMBERS: 

Happy Birthday in MARCH!  

 

BIRTHDAYS:  

The 4-H Shooting Sports group has begun meeting for the year and is currently FULL, with itôs maximum number of 
members (25).  If you are interested in being part of this group, call to be put on a waiting listð362-3434. 


