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 4-H Questions? Contact Us! 
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 Creston, Iowa 50801 

 Phone: (641) 782-8426 

 Fax: 641-782-7213  

§ Cheryl Purdum  x1purdum@iastate.edu                                                                               

IMPORTANT REMINDERSé. more information inside! 

§  Submit your clubôs yearly plan. 

§  Remember to reenroll and pay state development fee to your club by December 1st. 

§  Mark your calendars for Union County 4-H Awards Ceremony! 

§  High school membersðconsider joining Union County Council! 

§  Consider applying for the Pioneer Grant for your clubôs next project. 

§  Get your market beef project ready for the weigh-in. 

§  Leadersðmake sure you check out the leader info page for important updates 

4-H Club Yearly Plan 

 

Please remember to submit your clubôs 

yearly plan to the Extension Office elec-

tronically or hard copy by Tuesday, De-

cember 1 if you havenôt already.  The 

plan should include the date, time, loca-

tion, and club activity of each monthôs 

meeting.  The club yearly plans should be 

completed by the club officers and mem-

bers, with the help of the leaders.  Please 

not solely by the leaders.  This yearly 

plan does not have to be concrete, but 

please notify the Extension Office if 

changes do occur.  

A special thanks to all members and volunteers  

who promoted 4-H during National 4-H Week! 

4H Enrollments & fees due December 1st  

 Livestock Premise ID Information and COOL 

Requirements 

Information on Premise ID and COOL (Country of Origin 

Labeling) is a key topic for all those 4-H members show-

ing market animals of any species this next year.  Specific 

information will be available online and more information 

will be in upcoming issues of the newsletter.  For now, if 

you purchase an animal from someone else, you must 

have an affidavit of origin from the seller.  Those in the 

beef project area will have to have that information at the 

time of weigh-in this winter.  Again, get your enrollment 

form in so you can be assured of receiving all necessary 

information in a timely manner.  

Sharon Wasteney 

YEAH 



Union County 4-H Council 

 

Union County 4-H Council is comprised of 4-H 

members who  are excited to expand their lead-

ership and 4-H participation.  Usually, two 

members from each club are elected to serve on 

the council; however, there isnôt a limit on the 

number of members, so this invitation is open to 

any 4-Hers in the county. 

 

What does council do?  Council does a variety 

of activities including  participating in National 

4-H Week, organizing the Awards Ceremony, 

and conducting several events during county 

fair, and many more fun activities! 

  

The next county council meeting is Sunday, 

November 22, 5 pm, at the Extension Office.  

This month we will be working on the yearly 

plan, so please come with ideas!  We will also 

be discussing the awards ceremony and council 

expectations for the upcoming year will be re-

viewed. If you are unable to attend this meeting, 

but are interested in joining, please let Jennifer 

Johnson know so she can add you to the mailing 

list.  

Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations to the 4-H members who put in time 

and dedication to completing and submitting a 2008-

2009 record book!  You will be recognized at the 

awards banquet for your accomplishments. 

Congratulations & General Member Info 

County Awards Night 

 

The 4-H Youth Council will host the 2009 Union 

County Awards Ceremony soon, but a date has not 

been set yet.  Look for more info to come on this.  All 

members and their family are encouraged to attend to 

support  their fellow 4-H members as all clubs and 

members will be recognized.  Special recognition will 

be given to those who submitted record books or ap-

plied for county awards.  Members are encouraged to 

dress up for the  special occasion. 

Banner Club 

 

Last year a new awards program for clubs 

known as Banner Club was started.  Union 

County 4-H Council and Union County 4-H 

Foundation have been working together to or-

ganize this program.  There is a set criteria that 

clubs must meet to be recognized as a banner 

club.  Leaders and the officer team will need to 

work on completing the  

application.  Criteria includes club attendance, 

community service, and other 4-H activities.  

For this year the timeline will be September 1, 

2009 to July 31, 2010.  Please set it as a  goal 

for your club to be recognized as a banner club 

in 2009. 

Congratulations to those who exhibited at AK-SAR-BEN.  

Below are the Union County 4-H results. 

  

 Breeding Beef  

Cooper Bailey  Blue    

    

 Market Beef    

Jacey Glynn  Blue 

Tyler Pettit  Blue 

Zach Welch  Blue 

Congratulations to Cooper & Dillon Bailey, Sarah 

Waigand, Zach Peppmeier, Kruz & Brant Adamson, 

Gregory Booth, Jacey Glynn and Ericka & Garrett 

Abell for leading the way in 4-H leadership. Have you 

used your penguin, frog, Hawaiian pig, bread or fish 

today? If this statement has peaked your curiosity, talk 

to one of the kids who scaled new heights in their 

leadership skills at the Adventure Learning Center this 

past month. 



Check out these Grant Opportunities & Fair Changes 

Graduating Seniors 

 

More than 90 scholarships totaling nearly $100,000 

are available in 2008-2009 to Iowa 4-Hôers through 

the Iowa 4-H Foundation.  

 

Applications are due on or before Monday,  

February 1, 2009, to 4-H Scholarships, Extension 4

-H Youth Bldg., ISU, Ames, Iowa 50011-3630. 

 

Awards range from $500 to $3,200. Some awards 

are open to students pursuing any field of study; oth-

ers are designated for agriculture, food and nutrition, 

ag business, animal science and journalism degree 

candidates. Former Iowa 4-H'ers and current 4-H'ers 

graduating from high school are eligible applicants.. 

  

The majority of the scholarships are earmarked for 

students attending Iowa State University. Some 

scholarships also are available to students attending 

other Iowa  Universities, private colleges or commu-

n i t y  c o l l e g e s . 

  

To complete a scholarship application go to 

www.ex tens ion. ias ta te .edu/4H/grants .html 

 

2010 Pioneer Grant Information and Appli-

cations Now Available! 

 

Pioneer Hi-Bred International is offering Pio-

neer Community Improvement Grants through 

the Iowa 4ΆH Foundation again this 

year.  Clubs in your county are encouraged to 

apply for ñseed moneyò to help them get started 

on community projects.  The brochure, informa-

tion, and application are on the web at: http://

www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/

PioneerGrants.html 

 

Applications and support letters for 2010 grants 

are due in the county office by December 1, 

2009.  

New & Revised County Fair Rules for Livestock 

 

At the livestock committee meetings, the rules were reviewed and some revisions were made. 

 

Below are some swine rule changes. A more complete list will be sent later to everyone who 

IDôs livestock. 

 

Swine ï *In order to be in compliance with the state verification or ID forms, all swine need 

  to be ear notched prior to weigh in. 

               *Please make sure all parts of the ID or verification forms are complete, including 

  birth dates for commercial guilts. 

 

Swine weigh in will be Saturday, April 17th at 7:30 a.m. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/grants.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/PioneerGrants.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/PioneerGrants.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/PioneerGrants.html


Get a Great Start to the 2009-2010 4-H Year!! 

Beef Weigh-In 

All market beef (market steers, mar-

ket heifers, and pens of three) must be 

weighed at the countywide weigh-in. 

We donôt have a specific date set yet, 

but it will be the end of December or 

beginning of January, depending on 

which date the retinal imaging ma-

chine will be available.  We will let you know as soon as 

we know.  You must weigh-in to be eligible at the Union 

County Fair and other 4-H shows, so please plan on com-

ing.  It will begin at 8:00am and go until 11:00am. 

 

Members who exhibited a feeder calf or bucket/bottle 

calf at the 2009 county fair are encouraged to show their 

animal as a market beef at the 2010 fair. Please note, 

though, that it must be weighed-in.  This includes pro-

spective returning bucket heifer/ calves. 

 

 

2009 - 2010 Record Books 

 

There is no better time to start your record book for the new year than now.   This 

task may seem difficult, but wonôt be hard if you get in a habit of keeping good 

records.  For more information and forms, check out the county  web page. If you 

need any help, please donôt hesitate to ask.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help do your part to recruit new members to 

our program and make your clubs fun places 

to learn and work to help your community. 

Start by asking just one person to join your 

club. Remember: Kids join 4-H because 

they are asked and welcomed into a club.  

Also clubs could think of something fun to 

draw in new members and show them what 

being part of a 4-H club is all about.  The 

more excited you are about it, the more will-

ing they will be to join. 

4-Hé.The Power of YOUth 

Club Program Reminders 

 

Here are some suggestions to help Union County 4-Herôs get a great start for the coming year. 

 

§ Have each member set personal goals and project goals for the 4-H year. 

§ Encourage your club secretary to e-mail meeting minutes and attendance to Extension Office. 

§ Have each member create their title page for the record book at a meeting. 

§ Have FUN! 

§ Encourage your club reporter to email or notify the office of a club activity to add to next monthôs  

      newsletter. 

§ Make plans to attend 4-H Awards Ceremony as a group.  Club photos will be taken. 

§ Visit a local business to learn what they do. 

§ Decide on a club service project and consider applying for the Pioneer Grant for assistance with the  

      Project. 

Invite New Members 



Leader Information 

 

Please remember to complete and submit your volunteer application packet and adult medical release form to 

the office by Tuesday, December 1 if you havenôt already.  Also be sure to make arrangements with the office 

to view the fall leaders training no later than December 1 if you didnôt attend in September.  These are re-

quirements we have to follow in order for you to be a club leader, so please take care of them as soon as possi-

ble.  If we donôt have this information from you by December 1, we canôt put you on the list as a quali-

fied leader and you will only be considered a volunteer until all the paperwork and trainings are com-

plete.  Thank you for your cooperation!!  Without your help, our 4-H clubs wouldnôt be what they are today.  

Leader Information and Extras 

Leadersôs Packets Turned In 
 

 DB-Thane Glynn 

 HR-Dan Stephens 

 LU-Barb Sampson 

 NHB-Jennifer Seales  

 PVE-Terrinda McIntire 

 SCP-Sarah Long 

 UCA-Tami Adamson 

 County Council-Matt & Jennifer Johnson 

Please check over the following lists.  Our records will show whether you have turned in your packets 

and/or attend the 1st leaderôs training of the 2009-2010 4-H year.  If you think we have made a mistake 

on the list, please call the Extension Office.  Also this is our list that we have of potential leaders.  If you 

are not wanting to be a leader and we have you listed or if we overlooked you, please let us know so we 

can remove/add your name to the list.  

1st Leaderôs Training Done 

 

 AFE-DJ Christensen 

 HH-Jerry Hartman 

 HH-Laura Hartman 

 LU-Barb Sampson 

 NHB-Jennifer Seales 

 PP-Mendy Abell 

 PVE-Terrinda McIntire 

 SCP-Sarah Long 

 SCP-Dee Weeda 

 UCA-Tami Adamson 

 County Council-Jennifer Johnson 

Leadersôs Packets Still Needed 
 

 HH-Jerry Hartman 

 HH-Laura Hartman 

 NHB-Allison Ripperger 

 PP-Mendy Abell 

Still Needs 1st Leaderôs Training 

 

 DB-Thane Glynn 

 HR-Bruce Travis 

 HR-Dan Stephens 

 NHB-Allison Ripperger 

 UCA-Barb Wilmeth 

 WW-Colleen Beatty 

State Fair/County Fair Projects 

Please come in and pick up your State Fair projects/pictures as soon as possible.  Thank you!! 

Need to Stop In and Finish Additional Forms for Packet 

 

 AFE-DJ Christensen 

 HR-Bruce Travis 

 SCP-Dee Weeda 

 UCA-Barb Wilmeth 

 WW-Colleen Beatty 



2009-2010 

Youth Answering the Call of the Community Grant Application 

Grant requests will be approved :  
October, December, February and April  
Please allow six weeks for processing.  

 
Name of organization ________________________________  Date______________ 
 
Address ___________________________    
City/State ___________________________ Zip Code__________________ 
 
Contact Person_____________________________ Phone ____________________ 
 
E-mail____________________________________ Amount Requested__________ 

~There is a $2,000 maximum request limit.  
~Incomplete requests will be denied.  

~If your request is permitted, we will ask for a follow -up letter.  
~We will be making a site visit to observe progress of project.  

  ~We ask that you send a representative from your organization  
to the YACC Banquet next spring to share the outcome of the  
 project we helped fund. Lack of representation at the banquet  

will result in disqualification of YACC funds for a period of five years.  

   
                                                    
            Please submit 23 copies of your completed application to: 
             
             YACC: Grant Request 
 PO Box 244 
 Creston, IA, 50801 

      Please type the answers to these questions on a separate sheet of paper and attach to 
this cover sheet.  Please answer all questions to the best of your ability. 

 
1. What is the purpose of the proposed project? 
2. What is the long-term positive impact of the project on the communities of Union County? 

3. Why is this particular project needed? 
4. What is the approximate number and age groups impacted by this project? 
5. How will the funds be used?  
6. Provide an itemized breakdown/budget. 
7. What is your timeline for this project? 
8. List all other potential or committed funding sources. 
9. How does this project help to support the YACC mission? 

  
 ñTo lend assistance to individuals and groups within our communities in 

 order to increase the quality of life for all.ò 

                                                                                                                                                    www.youthpods.org 

For Office Use Only: 

Granted_________________ 

Amount$________________ 

Adopted By______________ 

Forwarded to SCICF_______ 

Date Received____________ 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Union County Clover Kids are again in session for this 4-H year. There were 62 partici-

pants in attendance at the East Union Clover Kids this month and 38 at the Creston Center. We 

had a great time with a little science magic. 

 

We began our meeting by discussing the Golden Rule we practice at our meetings. I am happy 

to report that almost everyone who is a returning member knew that ñTreat others the way we 

want to be treated,ò is the Golden Rule that we have adopted. 

 

Our story for the month was The Biggest Pumpkin Ever, by Steven Kroll. We found that sev-

eral of our Character Counts were exhibited in this story. Our word for the month was hazard-

ous. We were using nonhazardous substances in our science experiments; however, we learned 

that we should always use care with non edible substances and should never leave them where 

our younger brothers or sisters could get into them. 

 

Jelly marbles and atomic slime were our projects this month. A discussion was held on poly-

mers. What is a polymer? A polymer is many molecules. Our slime was a long chain of mole-

cules. We combined two substances to make our slime. The first ingredient was a liquid, called 

polyvinyl alcohol which can also be used to make things such as contact lens wetting solution, 

sponges, ink for printers and some cleaning agents. Our second ingredient was a solution of an 

old fashioned soap called borax. This second solution was what linked our two ingredients to-

gether to make our slime. 

We found that slime is a really strange substance. It can behave both like a liquid and like a solid. If we 

pulled it apart quickly it acted like a solid, but if we held it gently or stretched it slowly it acted more 

like a liquid. One of the coolest things about our slime was that it had a special glow in the dark sub-

stance in it, so it would glow in the dark under black lights. 



            See You Next Month! 

               Cheryl Purdum 

       County Youth Coordinator 

                   Clover Kids 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our jelly marbles were super absorbent polymers. They were like magic. They started out like 

tiny hard rocks; however, when they were put in water they could absorb up to 300 times there 

weight in water. When we filled our cups of marbles full of water, our marbles seemed to disap-

pear. When we emptied the water they reappeared. Our marbles also acted as magnifying 

glasses. There was a secret message on the bottom of our cups of marbles, when we filled our 

cups with water the marbles disappeared and the message appeared.  How did this happen? It 

had to do with the way the light was refracted or bent. 
 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Encourage someone to join your 4H club! 

December 
 

1  4H Enrollment forms due in 

 office 

1  Pioneer Application Grants 

 due to office 

1 Club yearly plans due 

1 Leader packets due in office 

1 Leader training finished by 

 now 

6 Douglas Boosters Mtg 5PM 

6 Pleasant Valley 6:00 PM 

6 Platte Producers Mtg at Ext 

 Office, 5:00 PM 

7  Lincoln United Mtg 6:30 PM 

13 Highland Highlights Mtg, Ext 

 Office 2:00 PM 

13 Union County Achievers 

 Mtg., 5 PM, Ext Office 

13 Afton 4H Flying Eagles Mtg 

14 Horse and Riderôs Mtg., 7 PM 

 

December 24 & 25 Office 

Closed for Christmas Holiday 
 

 

 

 

3 Creston Clover Kids Mtg 

10 East Union Clover Kids Mtg. 

 

 

 

1 YACC Meeting at Afton 

If your club or event is not on the calendar, please check with your club leader. Leaders, please 

contact the Extension Office to add club events to the calendar. Thanks! 

November 
 

1 Douglas Boosters Mtg 5PM 

1 Pleasant Valley 6:00 PM 

1 Platte Producers Mtg at Ext 

 Office, 5:00 PM 

2  Lincoln United Mtg 6:30 PM 

2 4H Foundation Mtg 5:30 PM 

8 Highland Highlights Mtg, Ext 

 Office 2:00 PM 

8 Union County Achievers 

 Mtg., 5:00 PM at Ext Office 

9 Horse and Riderôs Mtg., 7 PM 

10 Afton 4H Flying Eagles Mtg 

22 County Council Mtg, 5 PM 

 

26-27 EXTENSION OFFICE     

           CLOSED THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Creston Clover Kids Mtg. 

12 East Union Clover Kids Mtg. 

 

 

 

3 YACC Mtg at Creston 

 

 

 

 Got an idea for improving 

 your community?  Need some 

 additional youth volunteers to 

 help?  Call YEAH  YEAH 
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