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Greene County CommunityFoundation
reaches initial organizational goals

The first goals of the Greene
County Community Foundation
(GCCF), o raise funds needed for an
Endow Iowa grant application and o
submit the grant, due March 1, were
met. A total of $32,500 was raised
from individual, business and organi-
zation donors in Greene county, ex-
ceeding the minimum of 525,000
needed for the application.

"Many thanks to Greene county
donors who saw the immediate, sig-
nificant benefit for the GCCF 1o be
able 1o request matching funds of up
1o $25,000 from the Endow lowa
program. Because of the generosity
of these donors and the work of a
number of GCCF board members
who made contacts over a three-week
time period, more than the minimum
was raised. This will help our grant
application score higher and have a
betier chance to receive the full
$25,000 match,” said Jacque Andrew
ol Jefferson, president of GCCF.

Midwest Partnership's executive
director Ray Forsythe ook the lead
in writing the grant and submiiting il
in timely fashion. "The foundation is

very [oriunate to have the cxpertise
of Midwest Partnership in the area to
provide needed grant-writing assis-
tance,” Andrew said.

Towa State University Exiension
Service of Greene county provided
impetus for the formation of the lo-
cal foundation through its scries of
satellite programs last fall and guid-
ance from Extension education dirce-
tor Craig Hertel, who also serves as
the Towa Community Vitality Cen-
ter's community philanthropy pro-
gram coordinator,

"Without these local resources the
Greene County Community Founda-
tion would not cxist, and we are cer-
tainly appreciative of this solid
base,” Andrew said. "GCCF now has
a dedicated board of directors that be-
lieves in the mission of the founda-
tion to serve and enhance the quality
of life in Greene county and will
move forward,"

GCCF's next immediate goal is o
apply for a second grant that could
assist Greene county in receiving an
estimated $40,000 o $60,000 of
gambling revenues in the first year,

as a result of House File 2302,
adopted by the lowa Legislature. The
grant application is due May 1.

The Greene County Community -
Foundation is permanenily endowed
and will accept and actively seck do-
nations, major gifts and bequests, all
of which will be tax-deductible. Do-
nations, as well as any lunds received
from grant applications, arc invesied
through the Greater Des Moines
Community Foundation, with which
the local foundation has afTiliated.

Greene county's funds are main-
tained as a separate account. In addi-
tion to the permancnl endowment, a
percentage of income from those
funds will be distributed to charitable
organizations and projects in the
county. More information on how
that distribution will take place will
be available in coming months.

Those interested in making a lax-
deductible gift to the Greene Countly
Community Foundation are invited
to send their check to or contact
Jenny Wessling at Peoples Trust and
Savings Bank in Grand Junction,
(515) 738-2312.



