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Media Release
Deadline Extended for Endowment Donations
The Greene County Community Foundation (GCCF) reminds all residents and businesses to mail their donations to the foundation by November 30, in order to take advantage of all the tax deductions and credits available this year when donating to GCCF’s Endowment Fund.  The deadline was extended to November 30, to give all an opportunity to donate before the tax advantages change in 2010.   

This year, a donation to GCCF’s endowment fund can be taken as a state and federal tax deduction, as well as is also eligible for a state tax credit available from the Endow Iowa Tax Credit Program.  This additional tax credit is distributed by Endow Iowa on a first-come, first-serve basis and can be requested by completing a simple form received after you mail in your donation.   
Next year, a change in Iowa tax law no longer allows for the state tax deduction.  However, future donations will still be eligible for the federal deduction and the state tax credit from Endow Iowa. 
Donations to GCCF are invested and future earnings awarded as grants to local non-profit groups for county-wide projects needed in the future.  “So, giving back to your community means giving forward for the future of Greene county,” said Chris Wilbeck, a spokesperson for the foundation and coordinator of the fund drive. 
Since its inception in 2005, GCCF has already helped local non-profits make many improvements across the county.  Some of the grants awarded helped to fund the new electronic messaging sign in Paton and the recently remodeled congregate meal site in Scranton.  The grants also helped to fund the public library’s new movie projector in Churdan and the playground equipment at the elementary school in Jefferson and the city park in Rippey, as well as the newly renovated sports court in Grand Junction.  In total, nearly $250,000 has been awarded in grants since 2005.
“Our goal is to help local non-profits realize their dreams of making a real difference that touches all areas within our county,” said Wilbeck.  “Your donation, today, will bring projects to life for future generations in Greene county.”
For questions or to make a donation to the GCCF, call 515-386-2138.  Or, mail your donation to:  Greene County Community Foundation, 104 W Washington, Jefferson IA 50129.  Donation forms and additional information are also available at the ISU Extension Office in Jefferson.  You may also donate online at www.greenecountycommunityfoundation.org.

