
  corn price hog  corn ratio hog price 

1970 -72 1.16 19  $ 21.80 

1973 -2005 2.30 20.0  $ 44.60 

2006 - 3.96 11.5  $ 44.45 

 Hog price needed for 20:1 hog corn ratio: 

 3.96 20 $ 79.20 

County Cattlemenôs Association and the Lyon County Farm 

Bureau.  Reservations ($5/person) should be made by 2 p.m. on 

August 19 at the  Lyon County NRCS Office (712-472-4021 

x3).  Transportation is provided, but seating is limited. 

 

ACRE Signup Continues  
By Ron Hook, ISU Extension Farm Management Field Specialist 

 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced that a set 

of default values for crop yields is available for farmers who 

want to enroll in the new Average Crop Revenue Election 

(ACRE) program. A lack of production information has been 

cited by many producers as a reason not to enroll in ACRE. 

This provision addresses that problem. 
 

The default yields made available by FSA are based on the 

county yield averages estimated each year by the National Ag-

ricultural Statistics Service (NASS). However, instead of re-

flecting yields per harvested acre, like the published NASS 

data, the ACRE default yields will be calculated as yields per 

planted or intended to be planted acre.  The default yield for 

each crop, county and year is equal to 95 percent of the yield 

per planted acre. 
 

Any producer who elects the ACRE program must provide 

production information for each year from 2004 through 2008, 

for each program crop covered. Farm level yields will be calcu-

lated by dividing total bushels produced by total planted acres, 

just as for the county yields. However, for any given year the 

FSA default yield will be used if the actual production is less 

than the default yields, or if the crop was not planted that year. 

If production information is not available for a certain year, the 

county default yield will be assigned to that year and all years 

before that (back to 2004), even if production information is 

available for the prior years. This could benefit producers who 

do not have production information for some years. 
 

The default yields for each county in Iowa can be found on the 

Iowa State University Extension Ag Decision Maker Web site, 

at www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/. Click on the Farm Bill 

Information button, then the ACRE calculator icon. 
 

The most obvious impact of this ruling is that farmers with 

yields below the county average in some years can simply elect 

to use the default yields instead. The farm ñtriggerò revenue for  

Area beef producers and agri-business staff are encouraged to par-

ticipate in an Open Beef Feedlot Tour in Lyon County on August 

27 from 1:00-4:30 p.m.  The bus will depart from the Larchwood 

City Park at 1:00 p.m. and travel to four small feedlots that are 

handling manure and controlling run-off using cost effective and 

site specific methods. 
 

Sometimes, the open feedlot producer faces special challenges ï 

such as limited room to construct solids settling, a steep grade to 

the location, or how to manage water external to his farm.  This 

tour demonstrates how four Lyon County producers have solved 

these challenges. 
 

During the bus tour, participants will view four solids settling sys-

tems and filter strip designs.  One of the filter strip areas is laid out 

in a serpentine design so that it utilizes a limited amount of land 

area; whereas, another is a long, narrow strip.  A third feedlot has 

created a separate vegetative treatment system for each lot.  The 

fourth feedlot uses a vegetative infiltration basin in conjunction 

with vegetative filter strips. 
 

Specialists from ISU Extension, Lyon County NRCS and the Iowa 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship will be on hand 

to discuss stockpiling, new laws, funding for improved control of 

feedlot run-off, comprehensive nutrient management plans and 

how to manage solids settling systems. 
 

The tour is sponsored by the Lyon Soil and Water Conservation 

District, Iowa Beef Center, Iowa State University Extension, Lyon  
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Open Beef Feedlot Tour  
By Beth Ellen Doran, ISU Extension Beef Field Specialist 

Extension Web Sites  
 

Ag Decision Maker 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/  

Beef Center  
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

Manure Management 
http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

Pork Center 

http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

ISU Extension Dairy Team 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/DairyTeam/ 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/index.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/farmbill.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/farmbill.html

