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IOWA 4-H FOOD SAFETY QUALITY ASSURANCE 

Why?

· Iowa 4-H’ers produce over 17 million pounds of meat each year, which all goes into the American food supply.  

· Some pork processors require producers to complete the National Pork Board Pork Quality Assurance Plus™ program in order to market their hogs.  Other commodity groups such as beef may soon follow this model.

· Many meat processors comment that 4-H has a bad reputation for producing unsafe or questionable meat, in other words we are a higher risk and therefore they hesitate to purchase our 4-H animals.

· 4-H producers should be expected to follow the same rules and regulations as all other food producers.

· It will provide for a quality educational component for food animal members in every county and it will provide an education opportunity for members to be informed of their responsibilities as food producers.

What is Food Safety and Quality Assurance?

· The Iowa 4-H Food Safety and Quality Assurance program is a curriculum consisting of a members manual, teaching outlines designed for three rotations and activities.  

· It is designed to be coordinated by local staff and taught by local volunteers who are trained through a train-the-trainer approach, coordinated by the State 4-H Office.
Process

· At least one Extension staff person in each county is required to be a certified advisor.  Advisor certification is conducted by the State 4-H Office and certification is good for a period of three years.  Certified advisors will serve as the general coordinator of the curriculum.  However, they will not be expected to teach the entire workshop alone. 
· At least one certified advisor must be present at all training sessions and/or testing sessions        
· Volunteers from each county can assist in the direct teaching of the program.  These could include project leaders, superintendents or committees, veterinarians, members of the commodity groups, producers, or high school ag teachers.  These volunteers do not need to go through the advisor certification. 
· The Iowa State Fair will require FSQA certification for beef, dairy (cattle and goat), meat goat, rabbit, poultry, sheep, and swine.

· Livestock Field Specialists have been asked to serve as a resource for the youth training sessions, and to provide resources and information, but have not been asked to serve as teachers in individual counties.
Program Structure

· There will be a minimum of 90 minutes of teaching time.  Therefore the suggested time frame for each FSQA program will be two hours to include registration, break/snack and evaluation time.

· County staff are strongly encouraged to conduct two age appropriate sessions.  The first would be for youth in grades 4 - 6 and the second would be for all older youth.    

· The FSQA certification process should be completed by July 1st for all state fair exhibitors.  Counties may adjust the time frame for their county fair accordingly.  

· Each session will review all seven Good Production Practices (GPP), with three GPP’s reviewed in depth.  Ethics will always be one of the three GPP’s.  The first rotation would be GPP 1, 2 and 7, followed by GPP 3, 4 and 7, and the third year rotation would be GPP 5, 6, and 7.
· All County Extension Offices will list the FSQA training dates and testing dates on the ISU Extension calendar using the same phrases in order to allow staff from across the state to find all of the FSQA information.  It is suggested that staff have those dates posted on the Extension calendar by January 1st. Phrases to be used include the following
a. FSQA Training session for grades 4 – 6 ……name specific place and time
b. FSQA Training session for grades 7 - 9 ….name specific place and time
c. FSQA Testing session for grades 10 – 12 ….name specific place and time
· All staff are encouraged to submit exercises or activities that would enhance the FSQA program.  Activities are to be submitted electronically to Mike Anderson, at mikeande@iastate.edu.   Activities will be shared on the web site.
FSQA Database
· New for 2011:  FSQA information is now a part of the 4hOnline enrollment program. 
· Along with basic information about the youth, the database will include testing date or training completion date.  An expiration date will automatically be calculated based on the grade and training/test date.
· There will be a search function along with various report functions.  
· FSQA Certificates will also be able to be produced from this database. 

Testing Options

· Non-species specific tests have been developed and are included on the website for staff only.
· There are three different versions for each age level; intermediate and senior.
· Staff is encouraged to submit any test questions that they feel are appropriate. 

· New for 2011:  Testing will now be based on grade.  Youth in grades 7 – 9 will have the option of attending a training every year, or completing a test which will certify them until they reach the 10th grade.  Youth in grades 10 – 12 will have the option of attending a training every year, or completing a test which will certify them until they turn 20.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.





Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jack Payne, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.
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