Some Mixer/Belonging Games to Get   Acquainted:
How do you Like your Neighbor?
I’ve Never 
Ride the Bus
Back to Back Get Acquainted
Group Scavenger Hunt

How Do You Like Your Neighbor?
Here is a get acquainted/mixer activity that is great for the beginning of the year. The activity helps youth learn that they have many things in common with one another and some things that make them more unique and is a great lead in for your Program Planning session where youth help plan the year’s meetings and activities.

The activity will take 15-20 minutes. Setup the acitivty by placing chairs in a circle with one less chair than number of participants. The Leader begins by standing in the middle of the circle of chairs and stating, "I like my neighbor who has ever been to a zoo." Any participant who has ever been to a zoo must then leave their seat and sit down in another seat that is open before all of the open seats are taken. 

The object of the person in the center is to find an open seat and sit down, leaving someone else in the middle since all participants will be able to find another seat except one. That person must then declare "I like my neighbor who is....," using their own choice of ideas. You might share some of these "I like my neighbor who" ideas to give the group an idea of how the activity is played: who.... 
 has ever been to a rodeo; is wearing earrings; has a pet cat; likes photography; or has ever traveled to Chicago.

After playing a short while, you can instruct them to give their responses around a specific topic such as places they have traveled, favorite foods or restaurants, 4H project interests or 4H experiences.

LEADER PROCESSING FOLLOWING THE ACTIVITY:

What things do you have in common with someone else in the group?  

How could knowing about the things we have in common help us in planning our 4H club activities?

What things did you learn that are more unique about someone else in the group?

How could knowing that someone has a more unique experience or talent help us in planning our 4H club activities? 

There are many ways that you are very much like others in our group and many ways that you are unique. We may have similar interests, but have different experiences surrounding that interest. Groups become stronger from each person that adds their experiences and interests. Our group will be stronger today because of your participation.

I’ve Never

Start out by giving everyone 5 beans. Then you explain how the game is played. Each person should think of something they HAVE NEVER DONE that they think lots of other people in the group have done. Like if someone has never ridden a horse, but they think others in the group have, they would say, “I’ve never ridden a horse.” And anyone WHO HAS EVER ridden a horse has to give them a bean.  You can give them a couple of examples and then start playing for real with you throwing out the first “I’ve Never” statement. Then you ask if anyone else in the group has one.  Pop back and forth across the circle as kid’s are ready to share an “I’ve Never” statement…but wait for people to go a second or third time until everyone has a chance to go once….and then twice, so kids that catch on slower have a chance to think of one. Most kids with join in quickly and everybody usually by the second round….They can pass until the next round if they feel on the spot and just can’t think of one.
Note: You will find some kids catch on real fast and others are slower to catch on….to accommodate this, I do things popcorn style where anyone that is ready can go next…BUT they cannot do a second one until everyone that wants to give an “I’ve Never” statement has had a chance to participate. It’s okay for kids to pass. Most kids come up with at least one in the second round and they want to participate…..so you go round by round as kids want to participate. Fairly quickly, some kids will run out of beans….Oh well….for them to get back in the game, they have to think up a good “I’ve Never” statement. 
After two or three rounds, ask the question, “Who has the most beans?”  “Are they the winners?” “What about people that have no beans?” “How are they winners?” 
Answer: Both groups of kids are winners….those with no or little beans have done lots of cool things and those will lots of beans…have lots of fun things that they can try in the future.
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Ride the Bus

We all like to take field trips and this is your opportunity to make some choices along the way of things you would prefer to see, to do, and to eat as we go on our field trip. Each time we get back on the bus, we will make the sound of the roar of the engine and then the sound of the brakes as we are ready to make our next stop. At each stop you will need to make a choice between two choices available. There is not an option of staying on the bus….You will need to make a choice and step out of the right or left side of the bus based on your preference.

Which do you like Better….Step out that side of the bus

We have a chance to visit…some kittens and cats on the left or on right some puppies and dogs


Our next stop is at a MoviePlex Theater…on the left is a scary movie, on the right is a comedy movie

Our next stop is for a healthy snack…on the left is Fruits and on the right are vegetables

We have the opportunity to visit the Drake Relays Track Field…on the left if you would like to walk, on the right if you want to run

We are stopping at an Ice Cream Stand…on the left if want Chocolate, on the right if you want Vanilla

It’s time for Dinner…your choices are big plump hot dogs on the left and on the right a big juicy steak.

We have to decide on what temp to run on the inside of the bus…on the left if you like it cool, on the right if you prefer it warm.

Now we have a chance to share getting the bus down the road…on the left if you would want to be the bus driver…on the right if you would rather just be the bus rider.

We have a little free time…on the left if you would like to watch movies…on the right if you would rather read books.

We have to decide on the music style for our bus stereo…on the left if you want hard rock dance music, on the right if you want Top 10 pop music.

We have another stop for recreation…on the left if you would rather swim, on the right if you would rather hike.

Keeping in touch with family and friends while we are on our trip is important…on the left if you would rather text them, on the right if you would rather talk to them.

Last stop for food…on the left for fast food and on the right for Home Cooking.

We finally got clearance to finish our field trip visiting Washington, D.C. and stay at the National 4-H Center, if you would rather fly there on the left, if you would rather drive there on the right. 
	Cats

	Dogs

	Scary Movie
	Comedy

	Fruits
	Vegetables

	Walking 
	Running

	Chocolate
	Vanilla

	Hot Dogs
	Steak

	Temp Cool
	Temp Hot

	Bus Driver
	Bus Rider

	Movies
	Reading

	Hard Rock
	Pop Music

	Swimming
	Hiking

	Texting 
	Talking

	Fast Food
	Home Cooking

	Flying Long Distance
	Driving Long Distance


Back to Back Session:

Nomads out traveling the praries. When they meet up with someone on their journey they are hungry for human conversation so they sit down with that person and pick a topic to discuss. Then the elder of the tribes calls back to back and the pair turn their backs to each other and listen for instructions from the elder and find a new partner.

Pair Up

Sit down

1. Describe your dream car and why you would choose it.

Back to Back

2. Share what was the most recent movie you have seen and share whether you liked it or not.

Back to Back

3. If money were no object, describe your ideal vacation.

Back to Back

4. If you could choose to visit with anyone in history, who would you choose and what would you visit with them about?
Back to Back

5. If you could wave a magic wand over anyone’s life and grant them a wish or make life easier for them in some way…..who would you wave your magic wand over and what would you wish for them? 

Back to Back
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A-Z Scavenger Hunt…….


You can only use an object once for a single letter. You must be able to show all objects to verify your completion of the scavenger hunt..

	A
	

	B
	

	C
	

	D
	

	E
	

	F
	

	G
	

	H
	

	I
	

	J
	

	K
	

	L
	

	M
	

	N
	

	O
	

	P
	

	Q
	

	R
	

	S
	

	T
	

	U
	

	V
	

	W
	

	X
	

	Y
	

	Z
	


Split up age groups so you have some Jr. High and some High School on each team. When they complete their list and verify the objects with  the group…..Then share with them that you all bring lots of things with you depending on where you are going and what you need to do there….You can ask them what things they make sure they have with them when they are in school? Then share that not all things about us are things we might bring with us. Each of them have lots of resources inside of them based on their experiences and things that they have done that they can share with the group. Things we can’t necessarily see from the outside, but skills and abilities that they carry inside…..Have them try and list some of those things. 
