4-H’ers Greet around the World

Equipment Needed: Boom box with CD and some kind of upbeat music

Time required:  15-20 minutes

This is a good get acquainted game that can be used with most any audience.

Brief Introduction to this Get Acquainted Activity:

4-H began in a small one room school house in Page County by a wonderful teacher, Jesse Field Shambaugh in 1902. From that time, this wonderful program where young people learn by doing spread across the United States and is now an important youth program where young people learn leadership, citizenship and skills for life in more than 80 countries around the world. Well here in Southwest Iowa we have a great 4-H program, but we thought it would be cool to plan a road and air trip to visit some other places around our county and to other parts of the world to find out about their 4-H programs. So to prepare us for that adventure we first have to learn and practice some very important greetings, so we will fit into the cultures we will visit. So we need some traveling music and when the music is playing, I want you to move around through the room and mingle, but when the music stops, I want you to find a partner. At that time, we will give you come instructions and a demonstration on how to do the handshake or greeting in the part of the world that we will land in. When we are done with our visit, we will share the traditional 4-H send off known across the world. you will say to each other…

and practice saying it with me—Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Let’s practice saying that again, Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

So let’s start the music. Remember to mingle when the music is going and find a partner when it is done.

START MUSIC –Play for about 10-20 seconds

STOP MUSIC

“Find a Partner”

We have landed in the wonderful state of Oregon—remember that they pronounce it “Ore-gun”

Well in Oregun, 4-H’ers greet each other with a hardy Lumberman’s handshake:


Demonstrate with a partner---Oregon Lumberman’s Handshake: Grasp each others forearm and saw back and forth as if cutting down a tree.

Now we need to share our parting words: Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Now Find a new partner and we will continue our travels.

Now we traveled up to the great state of Maine where one of the favorite 4-H projects is fishing off the coast, so in main we will do the Maine Fisherman’s Handshake: 

Demonstrate with a partner—Maine Fisherman’s Handshake:  Shake hands like presenting a cold, wet, dead fish.

Now we need to share our parting words: Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Now Find a new partner and we will continue our travels.

We traveled to the wonderful state of Wisconsin and in Wisconsin lots of 4-H’ers have Dairy projects, so we must do the Wisconsin Dairy Handshake:

Demonstrate with a partner—Wisconsin Dairy Handshake:  One member interweaves fingers with thumbs raised and 
then turns it over for their partner to milk the thumbs.
Now we need to share our parting words: Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Now Find a new partner and we will continue our travels.

We finally are headed overseas and when we land we land in Russia. In Russia 4-H’ers greet each other warmly with a Russian Hug.

Demonstrate with a partner—Russian Hug—Hug each other on alternate sides…..(You kind of Air Hug, so people just grab the shoulders of their partner and don’t have to actually touch hug)

Now we need to share our parting words: Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Now Find a new partner and we will continue our travels.

Finally we land in Canada where 4-H’ers give the Hockey Check Greeting where the 4-H’ers greet each other by bumping shoulders and Say, See ya out on the Ice Eh?
Demonstrate with a partner— Canadian Ice Hockey Hand Shake:-- Bump opposite shoulders and say “See ya out on the Ice, Eh?
Now we need to share our parting words: Glad to have met ya (pause and have them say that part) I know I’ll never forget ya, (pause and have them say that part).. See you back here in just a little while.

Ok….well as good 4-H’ers it’s important to remember our 4-H partners from other places—

So I would like you to find your Oregon Lumberjack partner and do your Oregon Lumberman’s Handshake 

and then spend just a minute visiting with them about –What your favorite thing is about County Fair.

Now I would like you to find your Maine Fisherman partner and do your Maine Fisherman’s Handshake 

and then spend just a minute visiting with them about – What famous person would you like to meet and why?

Now I would like you to find your Wisconsin Dairy partner and do your Wisconsin Dairy Handshake 

and then spend just a minute visiting with them about – What is your favorite 4-H project?

Now I would like you to find your Russian partner and do your Russian 4-H Hug 

and then spend just a minute visiting with them about – Where would you like to go on vacation if money were no object? 

Now I would like you to find your Canadian 4-H Partner and do the Canadian Ice Hockey 4-H handshake 

and then spend just a minute visiting with them about – What job do you think would be cool to have? 

What great traveling partners you all make….I hope we have a chance to travel again in the future!
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