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Garden Clippings 

Welcome to the first Cerro 
Gordo County Master 
Gardener newsletter, Gar-
den Clippings.  

 

My name is Michele  
Appelgate, and I am  
excited to have been  
chosen as the editor of 
this exciting newsletter 
project. The interview 
process was very  
strenuous (I volunteered!) 

 

I am a graduate of the 
2006 MG class and have 
been very involved with 
the Mason City Earth Day 
Committee for 15 years. I 
graduated from Iowa 
State in 1988 with a de-

gree in journalism and a 
minor in English. Iôm happy 
to combine my love for 
writing with my passion for 
environmental issues.   

 

Garden Clippings was de-
veloped to help Cerro 
Gordo County Master Gar-
denerôs stay connected 
throughout the year. Many 
of us went through the in-
tensive MG training only to 
graduate and lose touch 
with each other, but no 
longer!  

 

Garden Clippings is a 
place where you will find 
ways to stay connected, 
share your knowledge with 
others and continue your 
learning experience, and 

we want to hear from 
you! Please send article 
ideas to Gary Hall at ISU 
Extension. He will direct 
them to me. We will also 
include a list of upcoming 
events and learning op-
portunities.  

 

A contest was held to 
name this newsletter. The 
winner was Lynn Mullen, 
of Charles City, MG class 
of 2008. Congratulations 
to Lynn! She received a 
2009 ISU garden calen-
dar as a gift for winning. 

Until next time, keep your 
thoughts in the garden!        
 
~Michele  Appelgate 

Garden Clippings Editor 

MG Class of 2006 

Here is one idea for some quick CEU's:  
 
Read a professional journal 
article on a particular topic and provide 
a written report on what you read.  
Send your report to Gary Hall at ISU 
Extension:  
garyhall@iastate.edu 
 
Check out the American Society for 
Horticulture Science at www.ashs.org. 

 
There are a ton of great scientific articles 
on all sorts of horticultural topics.   
 
Working on the web page counts for vol-
unteer service but you could integrate 
your research to link with our web page.  
Might make a good marriage between 
service and continuing education. 

Looking for CEUs? Hereôs Another Idea  
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Thurs. Jan. 22, 6:30 PM  
at the 4 -H Learning 
Center: Master Gar-
dener Celebration and 
potluck dinner. Plan to 
meet everyone and do a 
little garden networking 
at the 4-H Learning Cen-
ter. Please bring two 

dishes for the potluck dinner. Jan 
Libby, North Iowa Farmerôs Market, 
will speak about the Market happen-
ings. This will also count towards con-
tinuing education requirements. 
Please plan to attend!    
 
Thurs. Feb. 19, 7:00 -9:00 PM at the 
Extension Office in Mason City :   
Weeds are everywhere, even under 

the snow. Theyôre just waiting to in-
vade your landscape. Come to this  
Science Program and learn from 
Gary Hall about various kinds of 
weeds, methods of control and how 
those weeds manage to survive so 
well. This fulfills continuing education 
requirements.  
 
Sat. April 4, 10:00 AM at NIACC :  
Dr. Paul Domoto, ISU Fruit Tree 
Specialist, will present a Pruning 
Workshop. Learn how pruning helps 
plants and learn proper pruning tech-
niques for various plants. Partici-
pants will then walk around the 
NIACC orchard and try their hand at 
pruning. A picnic lunch under the 
shade trees will be provided, 

weather permitting Registration: $20 
per person and includes materials 
and lunch.    
 
Looking Ahead:  
August 8, 2009 ð Join fellow Mas-
ter Gardeners on a  bus tour to sce-
nic Decorah. Weôll visit Seed Sav-
ers, Willowglen Perennial Nursery, 
and Wild Berry Winery.  
Approximate cost will be $40 per 
person.  More details to come.  
 
Can you Help?  
Volunteers are needed for any or all 
events listed in this calendar. If you 
can help. Please contact Gary Hall:  
garyhall@iastate.edu 

Calendar of Events: Coming Up in 2009  
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Ask the ISU Extension Garden Experts: Geraniums and Spider Mites  

Do hardy geraniums perform well in Iowa?  
 
While not widely planted in home gardens, hardy gerani-
ums (Geranium spp.) are attractive, easy-to-grow peren-
nials.  
 
Numerous species and varieties 
are available.  Plants typically 
bloom in late spring/early summer.  
The 1- to 2-inch-diameter flowers 
may be white, pink, magenta, pur-
ple, or blue. Several double flowering varieties are also 
available. Hardy geraniums commonly grow 6 to 12 
inches tall.  
 
In fall, the foliage of many varieties turns to shades of 
yellow, orange, or red.  Hardy geraniums prefer moist, 
well-drained soils and are partial to full sun.  They have 
few insect or disease problems.  
 
Hardy geraniums should not be confused with common 
garden geraniums.  Garden geraniums are not ñtrueò 
geraniums.  Garden geraniums are annual plants which 
belong to the genus Pelargonium.   
 
How do I control spider mites on my houseplant?  
 
Spider mites are tiny pests that are difficult to see with 
the naked eye.  They use piercing-sucking mouthparts to 
puncture the plant tissue and feed on the liquid within the 
cells.   
 
The foliage of plants with light infestations of mites often 

appears to be speckled with very 
tiny yellowish green spots.  Heavy 
mite infestations can turn the foliage 
to greenish yellow and eventually 
tan or brown.  Heavily infested 
plants often drop their leaves. Close 
examination of infested foliage may 
reveal very fine webbing produced 
by the mites on the leaves and 
stems.  
 
If the mite infestation is light, spray-
ing infested plants with water should 
help reduce the mite population.  
Move infested plants into the bath-
tub or shower and forcefully spray the plants with water to 
dislodge the mites.   
 
Several miticides (pesticides that control mites) are avail-
able for houseplants. Check for products at your local gar-
den center.  When using miticides, carefully read and fol-
low label instructions.  Also, keep plants watered and fer-
tilized to promote plant vigor and reduce the impact of the 
mite feeding.  

 
Itôs often best to discard houseplants 
that are heavily infested with mites.  
Control efforts will likely be ineffective 
and the mites could spread to other 
indoor plants.   

Spider mites can even affect outdoor 
plants, such as this Alberta spruce tree.  



Page 3  Garden Clippings  

duce fuel consumption. 
 
The success of a garden is largely 
determined by its location. Vegetable 
gardens generally need at least six 
hours of full sunlight, ideally with eight 
to 10 hours of full 
sunlight. Be aware 
that tall trees may 
shade the garden 
during the summer. 
A fertile, well-
drained soil is an-
other important gar-
den site requirement. Sites that meet 
these criteria will help determine the 
size of the garden. A garden located 
near the home or water faucets 
makes it easier to maintain and har-
vest. 
 
Proper plant spacing (distance be-
tween plant rows) is necessary to ob-
tain maximum crop yields. Planting 
vegetables too close together or too 
far apart will result in lower crop 
yields. Allowing plants proper spacing 
also will act as weed control once the 
plants have formed a leaf canopy over 
bare soil. Spacing suggestions can be 
found on seed packets, catalogs and 
gardening books. 
 
Once you have a list of vegetables 
that you would like to grow, the di-
mensions of your garden space and 
vegetable spacing suggestions, you 
can draw it on paper. Drawing your 
garden will help you with plant spac-
ing, which in turn will help you avoid 

overcrowding plants. While you are 
drawing your garden map, remem-
ber to place taller vegetables, such 
as sweet corn, on the north end of 
the garden so they wonôt shade 
shorter plants. Also, keep in mind 
that it is possible to grow more than 
one crop in a given area. This hap-
pens with succession planting, or 
when another crop is planted as 
soon as the first crop is harvested. 
For example, green beans, summer 
squash, and beets can be planted 
as soon as lettuce, spinach, and 
peas are harvested in spring. 
 
Drawing your garden on paper also 
will help you determine approxi-
mately how much seed to order. 
January and February are great 
months to order seeds. Orders 
placed early in the year are likely to 
be promptly filled by the company. 
Many seeds, such as tomatoes, can 
be started indoors in the middle of 
March. If you donôt have a sunny 
window to 
place seed-
lings in, you 
can supple-
ment the natu-
ral light with 
grow lamps. 
 
As the snow 
falls and the 
temperature 
drops, take advantage of time spent 
indoors to plan your vegetable gar-
den for 2009.  

By Emilie Justen 
Horticulture Graduate Student 
Iowa State University Extenison 
 
In Iowa, the arrival of winter means 
ice, snow and cold temperatures. A 
more pleasant aspect of winter is 
the arrival of seed catalogs in the 
mail. The colorful photographs of 
flowers and vegetables gives many 
of us hope that warm temperatures 
and spring soon will be here. With 
many of us staying indoors, winter is 
the perfect time to plan the vegeta-
ble garden for 2009. 
 
Planning a garden can save time, 
space, work and money. The first 
thing you need 
to do is ask 
yourself how 
much time 
youôll have 
each week to 
spend planting, 
weeding, wa-
tering and har-
vesting. The 
amount of time you can devote to 
your garden will help you decide the 
size of the garden. Another impor-
tant aspect to planning is to compile 
a list of vegetables that you and 
your family like to eat and intend to 
grow in the garden. If no one likes 
green beans, thereôs no reason to 
plant them in the garden. High fuel 
and food costs have many people 
planting vegetable gardens to save 
money at the grocery store and re-

Are You Counting the Days to Spring?  
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Would you like more help? These ISU publications will help you plan your vegetable  

garden. Visit these links for more information:  
 

ISU Extension Online Store, Yard and Garden Category: 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/store/ListCategories.aspx?TopicID=10 
 
Fresh Vegetable Guide: www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM2034.pdf 
 
Planting a home vegetable garden: www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM819.pdf 
 
Planting and harvesting times for vegetables: www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM534.pdf 
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Master Gardener Happenings ð The Latest Activities   

A ñFarm Cityò event was 
held at Southbridge Mall 
Saturday, Nov. 22, 2008.  
Four Master Gardeners 
staffed the booth and spoke 
to visitors about the MG pro-
gram at ISU.  
 
They included: Linda 
Schluter and Audrey Huff 
(far left).  Others helping 
with the event included 

Debra and John Sjolinder (pictured immediate left) and Ann 

Congratulations to the 2008 Master Gardener Class: 
Janet Burnette, Kathryn Gomez, Vicky Graf,  Susan 
Hendershot, Suzanne Hofstrand, Lee Iverson,  Candy 
Marshall, Kathy Marshall, Kathy McCarthy, Lynn Mullen, 
Beth Rasmussen, Lois Schwade, Dean Smethurst,  Kar-
enTrettin,  Steve Exline, Mary Lou Cabeen. 

Visitors show interest in the Master Garden-
ers Program information at the Kanawha Hor-
ticultural Field Day. 

Various herbs were demon-
strated at the research farm 
located at Kanawha with a du-
plicate demonstration at 
Nashua.  You can visit the horti-
cultural demonstrations anytime 
but especially when they have 
the horticultural field day.  This 
is a great opportunity for con-
tinuing education.   


