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Dates to Remember 
 

 

August 7-17    Iowa State Fair 
August 12  Youth Committee Meeting (6:30 pm)   

August 14  Teen Council Meeting (6:00 pm) 

August 15  AK-SAR-BEN entries due 

August 19  Livestock Committee (6:30 pm) 

August 20  State Fair projects may be picked up 

August 21  Leader Meeting (6:30 pm) 

September 6-14 Clay County Fair 

September 8  Record Books due (4:30 pm)  

October 5-11   National 4-H week 

November 2  4-H Fall Awards Banquet (tentative) 

Cerro Gordo County 

2023 South Federal Avenue 

Mason City IA 50401 

641.423.0844 

FAX: 641.423.2642 

E-mail: xcerrogordo@iastate.edu 

4-H is part of the Iowa 

State University 

Extension Service 

bringing research 

based education and 

information to the 

citizens of Iowa in the 

areas of agriculture 

and natural resources, 

families, youth, 

communities, and 

business and industry. 



Dear 4-H members, families, and leaders, 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! Fair was a 

great experience for me this year, especially 

because we had such a wonderful  group of 

volunteers .   

 

I was amazed at the many hours that 4 -H 

families, members, leaders, and supporters 

spent working at the 4 -H Foodstand, Kinney 

Exhibit Building,  livestock shows, and 

countless other assorted jobs.  I would not 

have made it through my first fair without you 

all. 

 

If you have any suggestions on how we can 

improve the 4 -H experience at next yearõs 

fair, please let me know.  You can call me at 

the off ice, or email me at aroe@iastate.edu . 

   

Alison Roe 
County Youth Coordinator  

 

Part-time office assistant job open, check 

our website for details. 
 

New Member Adoption 

 
In the past few weeks, 4-H has been very 

visible in Cerro Gordo County: we had 

newspaper articles and radio broadcasts 

featuring 4-H exhibitors at the Fair.  We also 

had many people walk through our 4-H exhibit 

building.  I have talked to several families who 

are interested in joining 4-H.  Please make sure 

that you welcome these new members, and 

help them get acquainted with our 4-H 

program.  If you meet anyone who has 

questions about 4-H, direct them to your club 

leader or the Extension Office.  

In order for us to have a successful 4-H 

program, we need to grow as a county.  This 

year we felt the pinch trying to work multiple 

foodstand shifts and cover the exhibit building 

during fair.  Plus, we can offer many more 

opportunities when we have enough 4-Hers to 

make them work.   

A Note From Gary Hall 

 
The Cerro Gordo County Fair was a great 

success for 4 -H youth who participated, were 

judged and learned from their project.    

Thank you to everyone who made this 

learning experience a positive one for our 4 -H 

youth!  

 

Gary  Hall 

 

County Extension Education Director  

  

Record Books! Do you have yours 

done? Do you need help? 
 

Itôs time to put the finishing touches on your 

07-08 4-H record books.  For your 

convenience, record book forms are available 

on our website.  There are also several pages of 

tips for you to look at.  If you need any of the 

pages for your record books, stop in at the 

Extension Office.  I am also available to help 

with record books. Just call me first, so I can 

make sure I am in the office when you want to 

come in.   

Along with record books, fall award 

applications are due on September 8, the 

project and senior award applications can be 

found on our website. 

 

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

FOR ANY INFO YOU MAY NEED  

(And fair pictures, too) 

www.extension.iastate.edu/cerrogordo  

click òkids and teens/4H 

 

Teen Council Recycling 
 

Cardboard and mixed paper recycling can still 

be dropped off at the Waste Management 

Recycling Center, 521 3
rd

 ST NE, in Mason 

City.  Until the end of August, all paper and 

cardboard recycled will be added to the Teen 

Council ñgreen teamò award.   

mailto:aroe@iastate.edu
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/cerrogordo


 

Photography, Visual Arts 

 
Thank you to all the 4-Herôs who left 

photographs for display in the Learning Center.  

These pictures will be up soon.  If anyone else 

would like to bring in photographs or visual 

arts projects, they would be gladly accepted. 

 

Livestock Committee 

 
The livestock committee will be meeting on 

August 19 at 6:30 pm at the Extension Office.  

Currently the livestock committee consists of 

livestock superintendents and project leaders.  

If you are interested in attending the livestock 

committee meeting or have any 

input/suggestions, call or email me. 

 

Leaders Meeting 

 
A meeting for all 4-H leaders will be held on 

August 21 at 6:30 pm at the Extension Office. 

New enrollment forms will be available at the 

meeting.  Please try to attend. We have several 

changes in store to discuss at this meeting. 

 

Remember to Write Thank Yous! 
 

If you received a trophy, chair, or belt buckle, 

please remember to thank the donor listed on 

your orange postcard.  If you have misplaced 

your postcard, call the office and we can get 

you the name and address of your sponsor.  

Without the generous support of people in our 

community, we could not provide awards such 

as those. 

 

4-H Alumni and Honorary Award 

 
Itôs not too early to start thinking about fall 

awards.  If you have someone to nominate for 

these awards let me know. 

Citizenship - Washington Focus 

 

ñThe most important thing I have gained from  

my CWF experience is that it brought 

patriotism to my life by seeing the monuments, 

cemeteries, and our nationôs Capitol.  

Washington, D.C., became a órealô place to me 

and not just a place óout eastô!ò 

 

Can you imagine saying this after being in 

Washington, D.C.?  Youôll have your chance 

June 13-20, 2009, as Northeast Iowa 4-H 

travels east for the Citizenship - Washington 

Focus trip! 

 

The CWF program helps youth increase their 

appreciation and respect for themselves and 

others, as well as increase citizen involvement.  

 

The program is held at the National 4-H Youth 

Conference Center near Washington, D.C. 

Participants will meet senators and 

representatives and attend workshops and 

social activities, as well as tour sites in the 

Washington, D.C. area such as Gettysburg, 

Mount Vernon, and many memorials. 

 

Applications and information will be sent to 4-

Hôers in grades 10-12.  Preference will be 

given to 11
th
 and 12

th
 grade students if there are 

too many applicants.  Cost is approximated at 

$1,200.  Adults interested in serving as 

chaperones may request an application from 

the Extension Office.  Financial assistance is 

available from the Cerro Gordo County 4-H 

Foundation.  

 

 

 



2008 North Iowa Fair Highlights 
Over 100 4-H members and families showed up to 

help with fair clean up and foodstand orientation.  

Great job, everyone! 

 
 

Lincoln Peppy Pals received 1
st
 Place in the Club 

Booth Decorating Contest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Teen Council received the Little Olympics 

Sportsmanship Award 

 
Thank you Teen Council for organizing and 

hosting the Little Olympics! 

 

At the Little Olympics, Judy Levad was presented 

with the Cerro Gordo County nomination for the 

4-H Hall Of Fame by Paul Fitzgerald.  

 
 

Over 30 4-Herôs participated in the Poultry 

Challenge. The poultry judge, Richard Andree, 

took time to explain proper techniques for showing 

poultry to the 4-Herôs and parents. 

 

 

Rabbits and 

poultry 

stayed 

throughout 

the fair for 

visitors to 

see. 

All the 

North Iowa 

Fair Queen 

contestants 

are in 4-H. 

including 

the 2008 

Fair Queen! 

Judy will be 

inducted 

into the 4-H 

Hall of 

Fame at the 

State Fair on 

August 17. 
 

The new 

Foodstand 

menu and 

manager 

were a huge 

hit with 4-H 

families. 


