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Dates to Remember 

 

April 30 Club Leader Meeting (6:00 pm) EO 

May 1  Teen Council application due (4:30 pm) EO 

May 1  County Lamb Weigh In (5:00-7:00 pm) FG 

May 4   Dog Obedience Classes begin (6:00 pm) FG 

May 7  FSQA (5:00-7:00 pm) LC 

May 15 Animal ID’s due (4:30 pm) EO 

May 22 State Youth Conference forms due (4:30 pm) EO 

May 30 Broiler Challenge pick-up (9:00 am) LC 

June 3  Junior Camp Counselor Orientation  

June 4-5 Junior Camp 4-6 graders Cedar Springs 

June 15 Livestock entries due (4:30 pm) EO 

June 30-July 2 State Youth Conference Ames 

July 1  FSQA must be completed! 

July 1  State Fair livestock entries due (4:30 pm) EO 

July 17 Fair clean up night (5:00 pm) FG 

July 20            4-H Exhibit Judging Day at the Kinney Building, 

 Clothing Selection/Fashion Revue, Little Olympics,  

 Family Picnic 

July 22-26       North Iowa Fair 

August 13-23  Iowa State Fair 

 

EO=Extension Office LC=Learning Center  

FG=Fairgrounds VGC=Ventura Gun Club 

Cerro Gordo County 

2023 South Federal Avenue 

Mason City IA 50401 

641.423.0844 

FAX: 641.423.2642 

E-mail: xcerrogordo@iastate.edu 

4-H is part of the Iowa 

State University 

Extension Service 

bringing research based 

education and 

information to the citizens 

of Iowa in the areas of 

agriculture and natural 

resources, families, youth, 

communities, and 

business and industry. 



Food safety quality 

assurance  
 

If your FSQA expired this year, you received a 

postcard in the mail. 

If you are not 12 yet, or do not want to test, we 

will be offering a ñlast chanceò FSQA training 

on May 7
th

, 5-7 pm at the Learning Center.  If 

this date does not work for your family, you 

are responsible for calling the Extension Office 

and locating an alternate training. 
 

Those 4-Herôs who are new to livestock or 

FSQA did not receive a card in the mail, it is 

your responsibility to determine if FSQA is 

needed for your project.  Rabbit, swine, beef, 

sheep, goat, and poultry all require fsqa 

certification to be shown at fair.  Call the 

Extension Office with questions.  
  

 

 

Poultry Challenge!  
 

You will need to complete FSQA. 
The chicks will be at the 4-H Learning Center 

at 9am on May 30 for pick up.  There will be a 

brief workshop at 9am and Ray Grell from the 

North Iowa Co-op will hand out starter kits of 

feed.  He will also have additional feed for sale 

that day.   

The cost for the 8 chicks will be $5.50 payable 

on pick up.  If you purchased additional chicks, 

they will be 70 cents each.  Extra chicks will 

be available on a first come, first serve basis.   

 

Horse Novelty show  
 

The horse novelty show will be held this year 

on Wednesday, July 22 at 7pm.  Get your 

costumes ready!  To enter, please call Lisa 

Canedo at 423-5084. 
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4-H Livestock Identification reports (animal 

Idôs) are due in the Extension Office by May 

15 at 4:30 pm.  Since this is a state deadline, 

there are no exceptions to this date.  Livestock 

that require Idôs include: Dog, Horse, Beef, 

Dairy Cattle, Bucket Bottle, Swine, Sheep, and 

Meat and Dairy Goat.  If your animal has or 

will be weighed in prior to May 15
th

, no other 

ID is needed for that animal. 

 

Id forms are available online on the Extension 

website, from your club leader, or in triplicate 

at the Extension Office.  Call with questions 

before the May 15
th

 deadline or you will not be 

allowed to show at the North Iowa or State 

Fair. 

2009 Fairbooks and 

Livestock entries  
 

The 2009 North Iowa (4-H and FFA) 

Fairbooks are in the hands of your 4-H 

Leaders.  When your family picks up your 

fairbook you will also receive your livestock 

entry form.  These forms look a little bit 

different this year, thanks to the suggestions of 

4-H families, and the hard work of JoAnn in 

the office.  If you have any questions about 

these forms give us a call.   
 

Shooting sports update  
 

Our 4-H Shooting Sports program is off to a 

great start! We have over 12 4-Herôs shooting 

every other Tuesday at the Ventura Gun Club, 

and we are working on setting up events in 

archery and rifle.  Watch your mailbox for 

details!  

 

This 4-H project group will become a full club 

in the fall.  4-Herôs interested in wildlife, 

shooting sports, and fun are encouraged to 

enroll! Of course, you are welcome to continue 

in your current club as well. 

 



*** Again in 2009*** 

The Iowa State Fair Premium Book  

will only be available online at 

www.iowastatefair.org 

Youth and families will not be receiving 

a paper copy in the mail. 

Please go on-line to print what you need! 
 

Junior Camp Update: Go 

Hobo ! 

 
Junior Camp will be held at Cedar 

Springs Camp near Floyd, Iowa this 

year.  This yearôs theme is ñGo 

Hoboò and camp activities will 

include Hobo Sign theme walks, and 

a Hobo pack supper.  Junior 4-Hôers 

will receive camp registration 

materials in the mail later this week. Cerro 

Gordo County is limited to 26 campers, so 

please register early.   

The camp registration fee is $20 per camper 

(there was a mis-print on the form)! 
 

Counselors needed!  
  

Are you in Grades 10, 11, or 12?  Are you 

looking for a great leadership experience?  Are 

you ready to have some hobo fun? Be a Junior 

Camp Counselor!  Call me today and get 

signed up!  

 

 

Summer Clover 

Kids!  

Summer Clover Kids will be offered in Mason 

City, Clear Lake, Thornton, and Rockwell.  

Brochures will be sent home from school with 

current K-3
rd

 graders.  Call the Extension 

Office for more information or to register.  

Clear Lake Clover Kids will register through 

Clear Lake park and rec at 357-7010.  

 

 

Junior Master Gardener  

 

The Extension office 

will be offering Junior 

Master Gardener 

training for youth ages 

8-12.  The classes will 

be held on Monday 

evenings from 6-8 p.m. 

from June 8-July 13, at 

the 4-H Learning 

Center.  The $25 fee 

for the class includes 

all materials, and a 

JMG pin and certification at graduation.  Call 

the office to register or for additional 

information. 

Want to attend in Clear Lake? Contact Clear 

Lake Parks and Rec at 357-7010. 

 

What do these 

numbers mean?  

287é255é225é212é207 

These are the numbers of Cerro Gordo County 

4-Hers from 2005-2009.  As you can see, and 

probably knew, numbers of 4-Herôs have been 

steadily dropping for the past few years. 

What does this mean? 4-H members gain skills 

in leadership, communication, and citizenship 

that they canôt get anywhere else.  4-H 

members have clear advantages over other 

applicants when applying for scholarships, 

colleges, and jobs.  We want youth in our 

county to have these advantages! We also 

want to continue to offer special events, 

awards, workshops, and trips for our 4-Hers.  

Without a healthy and growing 4-H program, 

we canôt justify the expenses. 

What can you do? Invite your friends to 4-H 

meetings.  Help new club members and 

families navigate 4-H and feel welcome.  Tell 

people what you have gained from 4-H.  Get 

active in club and county activities.  

 

http://www.iowastatefair.org/


Dear 4- H members, families, and leaders, 

 

Our first ever SpringFest was a huge success.  I 

have in cluded the press release, as well as 

some photographs for everyone to see.  We 

will have some great exhibitors representing 

Cerro Gordo County at the Iowa State Fair 

this year.  Next year, we are hoping to double 

our participation, so get ready!  

As you may  know, we  have changes coming 

to the Extension Office soon;  we will keep 

everyone updated as we know more .    

Alison Roe 
County Youth Coordinato r 

aroe@iastate.edu  

 

Restructuring of Extension  

  

You will be seeing major changes in ISU 

Extension.  Due to budget cuts all County and 

Area Extension Directors will be eliminated.  

 Twenty regional offices will be established.  

Counties will have the opportunity to óhireô 

field specialists in 4-H, Ag, and Families.  You 

can find out more information by visiting:  
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/restructuring.htm 

 

4-H Foodstand schedule  
 

Club Leaders have selected shifts for club 

members and families to work at the 4-H 

FoodStand during the North Iowa Fair.  Please 

plan to assist your club and Cerro Gordo 

County 4-H by working one or more shifts.  

The  4-H Foodstand proceeds benefit YOU in 

the following ways: County Senior 

Scholarships, yearly Chicago award trips, State 

Youth Conference, upkeep of 4-H Learning 

Center  and Area Junior Camp partial fees 

paid, partial 4-H program development fee 

paid, low cost or free workshops for 4-H 

members, and more! Encourage your family 

and friends to eat in the nice (air-conditioned) 

4-H Foodstand too! 
 

 

Iowa 4 -H Youth Conference  
 

Every June, over 1000 teenagers converge on 

the campus of Iowa State University for 3 days 

full of speakers, workshops, mixers, dances, a 

banquet, and community service activities.   

If you've completed 8th grade, you're eligible 

to attend.  You don't even have to be in 4-H! 

So invite a friend, experience campus life, and 

meet new people from across the state! You 

will be having fun while learning by doing, 

dancing the nights away, and serving the 

community.  

If you have a specific interest in either animal 

science or crop production, you might want to 

look into becoming part of the ROUND-UP or 

CSI: Crops tracks! 

Cost for Cerro Gordo County    4-Hôers is $65 

plus $10 for a shirt (optional).  The Cerro 

Gordo 4-H Foundation will be paying the other 

half of the registration fee. 
 

 
 

Registration forms are available online at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateConference  

or at the Extension Office.  Registrations, 

code of conduct Forms, health forms, and 

fees are due by May 22 to the Extension 

Office. 
 

Summer Workshop Planned  
 

Plans are in the works for a summer workshop 

on June 8.  We will work on poster art, basic 

embroidery, rag rug, and the $15 challenge.  

Mark you calendars now, and watch the mail 

for more information. 

 

We are also looking for someone to lead a 

workshop on leather work, call the Extension 

Office if you have any contacts.

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/restructuring.htm
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On Saturday morning, April 18
th

 4-Herôs in Cerro Gordo County participated in 

Communications Day at NIACC.   Approximately 90 people watched as 4-H 

members competed in various classes. 
 

Communications division awards were presented in the area of Educational 

Presentations.  4-Hôers demonstrate something for the judges and they are evaluated 

on their teaching and communication skills.  Award winners in this division 

included: 

Clover Kid Ribbon Erin Smith 2
nd

 Grade, ñHow to Make a Butterfly Cakeò 

Ribbon of Recognition Aunalea Timpe 6
th

 ñGlobal Greenhouseò 

Ribbon of Merit Madalynn Cash 4
th

 ñPlanting Flowersò Jenna Smith 9
th

 ñAre you Activeò  

        Kaytlyn Smith 6
th ñ

Vocalsò Tim Smith 6
th

 ñParts of a Shotgunò 

Ribbon of Excellence Clayton Sampson 8
th

 ñSecrets of Magic Through the Yearsò 

Karah Smith 5
th

 ñBanana Bread ñColin Sido 9
th

 ñRice Soxò  
 

 

5
th

-12
th

 grade participants are 

eligible to compete at State Fair, 

those selected to represent 

Cerro Gordo County at the Iowa 

State Fair are Clayton 

Sampson, Colin Sido and 

Karah Smith. 
 

 

 

 

Interpretative Reading is a new class and was designed for youth to have the opportunity 

to speak in front of a group of people using a poem, book selection or something they wrote.  

All who participated in this division won a Ribbon of Excellence.  Katie Cash 9
th

 ñThe True 

Story of the 3 little Pigs,ò Sarah Stephany 9
th

 ñA Motherôs Love,ò and Becca Nelson 7
th

 

ñThe Walrus and The Carpenterò 
 

Extemporaneous Speaking contestants draw a topic and then have 30 minutes to develop a 

speech they deliver it to the judges.  Awards were presented to: 

Ribbon of Recognition Miranda Wulff 5
th 

 

Ribbon of Excellence Clayton Sampson 8
th

 and Katie Cash 9
th

  
 

Katie Cash will represent Cerro Gordo County at the Iowa State Fair. 
 

 

 

Working Exhibits are designed teach you how to make or do something.  Ribbons 

of Excellence were presented to all three exhibits and all three are eligible to 

compete at the Iowa State Fair.  These are Colin Sido 9
th

 ñRice Sox,ò Kacy 

Sampson 5
th
ñPaper Beads,ò and Hannah and Moriah Wendel 8

th
 and 10

th 

ñSymmetry Snacksò 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Share the Fun is an opportunity for 4-H Youth to exhibit their skills in acting, 

singing dancing or playing an instrument. All the contestants won a ribbon of 

recognition.  Ribbon winners included the Junior Master Gardeners with ñFeel the 

Sunshine,ò and Mason City Challengers with ñGo Green.ò 
 

You can catch the following acts at the Iowa State fair representing Cerro Gordo 

County.  They are Lincoln Peppy  Pals 4-H Club with ñOdds and Ends,ò the Bits 

and Spurs 4-H Club with ñ4-Hôers Got Talent,ò and Danielle Butler with her 

song, ñGodôs Will.ò  
 

Additionally, one Share the Fun act will serve as a State Fair alternate and will participate in the Clay County Fair.  

That winner was Katie Cash and Sarah Stephany with their song, ñI Feel like a Woman.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge classes were also a part of SpringFest.  Various classes were selected to 

encourage 4-Hôers to try some new projects.  Entries were accepted in the following 

categories Cake Decorating, 4-Herôs in Action Photography, and Quilt Blocks.  Judges 

choice awards selected for: 

Cupcakes:  Jenna Smith, Mason City Challengers 4-H Club 

 Layer cake: Karah Smith, Junior Master Gardeners 4-H Club 

Sheet cake: Alisha Ungs, Ventura Hustlers 

The Peopleôs Choice award went to Kacy Sampson, Mason City Challengers 

Judges choice quilt block winners were Dylana Luett and Becca Nelson. 

 

State Fair Dates 

Share the Fun 

Lincoln Peppy Pals Aug 13 noon 

Bits and Spurs Aug 13 noon 

Danielle Butler Aug 18 noon 

Extemp. Speaking 
Katie Cash Aug 23 

Educational  Presentations 

Clayton Sampson Aug 18 am 

Colin Sido Aug 14 am 

Karah Smith Aug 14 am 

Working Exhibits 

Hannah and Moriah Wendel Aug 13 pm 

Kacy Sampson Aug 18 am 

Colin Sido Aug 13 pm 

 

 

Awards were sponsored by the 

Cerro Gordo County 4 -H 

Foundation and Kaplan University 

of Mason City . 

 


