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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disabil-
ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Many materials
can be made available in alternative formats
for ADA clients. To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washing-
ton, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.

Crop Connections

Soybean Aphid Update
Soybean aphids continue to be low across
west central lowa at the present time, but
they can be found in nearly all soybean
fields. Continue to check for soybean
aphid populations in the coming weeks
until populations reach threshold or
soybeans have made it past the R5.5
growth stage (potentially another 2.5
weeks).

Hail Damage to Corn and Soybeans

A fairly extensive band of hail moved
across lowa in a corridor starting near
Schleswig and ending near Wellsburg in
northeast lowa on Sunday morning. In
west central the most severe damage
occurred south of Wall Lake and north of
Yetter. In some cases both corn and
soybean yields will be near 0% vyield
potential.

First things first, check with your hail
insurance company. Or review your
federal crop insurance. Second, either
wait for a hail adjuster or start to
determine defoliation. Determining
defoliation can be difficult until it is
evident which leaves/plants will survive
and which are dead. Wait 5 to 10 days.
Third, start making decisions... will a
fungicide be beneficial, can the crop be
salvaged for forage, do | need an
alternative forage source, etc.

ISU Extension has recently put up a URL
for information pertaining to hail damage.
Go to: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
disasterrecovery/info/haildamage.htm.

ICM News Must Read Articles
Here is a link to an ICM News article that |
feel is a must read.

e  Getting to Know Aphids in Corn

e Corn Nematode Characteristics

e Goss’s Wilt and Northern Corn Leaf
Blight Showing Up in IA

Corn Leaf Aphids
Two hail meetings have been arranged for
Thursday, August 13, 2009 for 9:00am
near Yetter and 1:00pm near Wall Lake.
Discussion will center on what to expect
from hail adjusters, considerations before
fungicide applications, salvaging corn for
silage, and emergency forage options.

Directions for Yetter at 9:00am; 1/4 mile
west of N41 on D46.

Directions for Wall Lake at 1:00pm; 1/4
mile east of 340th Street and Needham
Avenue at Crop Production Services field
trial site.

Corn Leaf Aphids

Not all the aphids found in corn fields are
the popular corn leaf aphid species, but,
regardless of the actual species, it makes
no difference to the corn plant. Yes, corn
leaf aphids are prevalent in some corn
fields. Damage to corn from corn aphids is
usually associated with dry weather and
damage to the tassel and/or pollination.
There is not much known about corn
aphid damage to corn after pollination.
There is the potential that more frequent
finds of aphids in corn is associated with
fungicides also controlling beneficial fungi
that naturally keep aphids in corn under
check.

Corn Plant Populations and Row Spacing
Field Day
Corn plant populations and row spacing
will be the focus of a field day sponsored
by ISU Extension in Sac County on August
20, from 9am to 11am. This field day will
discuss current and projected plant
populations as well as look at the reasons
for a movement toward 20-inch row
spacing. Dale Drey, a local famer, will host
the event at his field located on Quincy
Avenue northwest of Sac City. The farm is
located 1.75 mile north of highway 20.
(Continued on page 2)
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Residue Management Training Workshop

Crop residue plays a significant role in improving soil
quality, reducing soil erosion, increasing soil organic
matter, and provides numerous other benefits towards
soil productivity. ISU and SARE are putting on a Residue
Management Training Workshop on August 18 from 9am
to 3pm at the ISU Extension office, in Storm Lake. There
will be 3.5 credits in Soil and Water Management for
Certified Crop Advisors. Registration is free, but
preregistration is requested at the Buena Vista County
Extension office (712-732-5056) prior to the event.

Protecting Crop Yields Field Day

Protecting crop yields will be the focus of a field day on
August 27, 2009, from 9 to 11 am. This field day will discuss
crop protection programs related to weed, insect and
disease management. ISU specialists, Robert Hartzler, Alison
Robertson, and Erin Hodgson will discuss issues that can
negatively affect or enhance the effectiveness of herbicide,
insecticide or fungicide applications.

The field day is free to the public and is located north of
Wall Lake 1/4 mile east of 340th Street and Needham
Avenue at the Crop Production Services field trial. For more
information contact Mark Licht, (712) 792-2364 or
lichtma@iastate.edu.
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