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Managing Food Safety Issues in Bulk Grains

The Aflatoxin Incidence in 2005 Corn
Workshop Agenda - April 19, 2006
The purpose of the workshop is to review the various operational and policy issues that were raised by the presence of aflatoxin in Corn Belt corn, and identify possible actions that would mitigate these problems in future mycotoxin or other food safety situations.  

The overall goal is to minimize risk and/or consequences of food safety problems while simultaneously directing the affected products to whatever use is safe for the levels present.

Issues

· Aflatoxin found in the fall of 2005 pointed out the need to improve market response and grain management in these situations.  
· Food safety issues are very difficult to deal with in bulk commodity marketing.  
· Detecting trace amounts of material that is non-uniformly distributed among individual kernels is problematic.
· The tolerances are generally low, in the parts per million or parts per billion.
· Sampling error is often in the 25% - 40% range.

· Coordination of the various regulations, risk management programs, and logistical strategies would be a benefit to the entire grain market.  
General Agenda and Topics
 - 9 am to noon




Present time
Objective: Participants will better understand the roles, responsibilities and interests of all.
Welcome and introduction of participants






20

Led by: 
Dr. Charles Hurburgh, Iowa State University
Science of aflatoxin growth and identification





20

Led by:
Dr. Alison Robertson, Iowa State University





Crop Insurance indemnification, adjustment, settlement, and disposition of grain.

20



Led by:
Dave Bell - USDA-RMA



Comments from – private insurers, adjustors, producers


Management of aflatoxin corn– documentation, responsibilities



20


Led by:
Garnett Wood - FDA




John Whipple – IDALS




Comments from – grain handlers, feed industry
Testing and subsequent management practices at local markets



20


Led by:
Ken Knosp - USDA – CCC



Richard Wahl - IDALS – Grain Warehouse



Comments from – local grain handlers, Cargill and Elevators

Export (river) markets









20


Led by:
Robert Lijewshi - USDA, GIPSA




Comments from – river grain buyers 

Aflatoxin in Corn Processing








20


Led by:
Joe Aull – Grain Processing Corp



Comments from - processors
Early warning – do we need a regular program?





20


Led by:
Virgil Schmitt and Jim Jensen – Area Extension



Comments from – producers and producer associations
Topic present time








180 min
Lunch – noon to 1 pm

Discussion and Action Item time – 1 pm to 3 pm




120 min
· Objective: Identify action items that could mitigate future impacts of similar situations.

Discussion

· Review the successes and difficulties of the 2005 aflatoxin situation.

· Detection

· Sampling

· Field sampling error – 25% to 40%

· At grain handling facilities, feed mills and processors

· Receipt of aflatoxin contaminated grain – elevator – river – processor

· Storage

· Disposal

· Communication 

· Aflatoxin as a model for managing other food safety or food safety perception issues
· Search for methods and concepts to coordinate activities of the various interests, as expressed in the morning presentation.
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