
Budget 
Basics 

An ONLINE Course 
to enhance financial 

management skills 
(1 hour per week for 3 weeks) 

 
 
 
 

“Most lenders are willing  
to work with you  

IF you are willing to  
improve your money 
management skills.“     

                        ~ a local banker 

  Is your money gone before you get more? 
 Do you  wonder where your money was spent? 
 Do you run out of food or gas for your car? 
 Do you receive collection past due bills? 
 Do you dream about buying something, but 

think  you can never afford it? 
 Do you pay some of your bills late each 

month? 
 Do you receive aid from family, friends,  or               

 agencies to make ends meet each month? 
 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 
you need a spending plan.  This course will help 
your understand your own spending and learn to 
manage your personal finances.  The classes 
includes budgeting, record keeping, credit cards, 
savings and investments.   
 

How This Works 
Budget Basics is taught online over a three week 
period, one class a week.  It will be offered each 
month between October and December, 2009.  
After you register, you will receive class materials 
via e-mail and a web address with instructions on 
how to log in.  

Learn to 
 Set goals and develop a plan to achieve them 
 Develop a budget 
 Organize financial records 
 Manage credit wisely 
 Understand retirement options: 401K, IRA, etc. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
                                                                                                                                               University Extension                                                                                                                                        

. . . and justice for all 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 

in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 

orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in 

alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of 

discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 

Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 

DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. 

For information and program 
details contact Family 
Resource Management 
Program Specialists: 

 

Brenda Schmitt   
641.423.0844 

schmitt@iastate.edu  
 

or 
 

Erin Ludwig 
563.382.2949  

eludwig@iastate.edu 



“If you walk into a bank with a 
budget in hand, showing how 
you plan to repay what you 
want to borrow, most lenders 
would be impressed.”   

~ a local banker 

 
This online course gives 
you flexibility to “attend 
class” when it is most 
convenient.   
 
You can mix and match times that 
work for you.  Attend noon or evening 
as long as you view the classes 
(Week 1, 2, and 3) in consecutive 
order. 

 
Mondays   
Noon - 1:00 p.m. 
Oct. 5, 12 & 19 
Nov. 2, 9, & 16 
Dec. 7, 14, & 21 

 
Wednesdays   
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 1, 8, & 15 
Nov. 4, 11, & 18 
Dec. 2, 9, & 16  

 

Budget Basics  
Class Agendas 

 

Week 1:  Setting goals; Planning for large 
periodical expenses; Planning for loan 
repayment; Planning for long-term security. 
 
Week 2:   Tracking spending; Creating a 
budget; Setting yourself up to succeed. 
 
Week 3:  Managing risks; Types of 
insurance; Methods of record keeping - pick 
one that works for you; wise use of credit; 
Predatory lending; Managing credit. 
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Iowa State University Extension  

 

Send registration and $15 to ISU Extension 

2023 S. Federal Ave 

Mason City, IA  50401 

To participate 
 A computer with internet access is needed. 
 Use speakers or headphone  to hear your 

instructor.  
 To participate, type your questions and 

comments in the chat box. 
 If you miss a class or would like to re-watch a 

session, you will receive instructions on to how 
to view the recording. 

 
 

$15 Pre-register by the 20th of  
the month prior to start date. 

 
Scholarships Available 

 

Certificates of Completion  
available upon request. 


