Are you anxious for county fair? I’m always excited about county fair, but sometimes I find myself feeling overwhelmed with the work that needs to be done. I know this can happen in 4-H families, too. The best way to reduce stress is being prepared in advance. Here are a few tips for having a positive fair experience:

1. Get your fairbook from your leader and read it. Mark the activities you plan to participate in and know the rules. 

2. Work on your exhibits NOW. It doesn’t matter if it’s showing your animal or giving a working exhibit, the more you practice, the better prepared you’ll be.  Don’t hesitate to try something new!

3. Find out what your fair assignments are and write them down. Know where you should report for fair set-up and cleanup day; Know where your club is in charge of grounds pick up; What other fair activities have you signed up to help with?

4. Watch your mail for work schedules and judging schedules. Read them carefully and keep them in a safe place.

5. Carefully read this newsletter, it contains many valuable tips and reminders.

6. Call our office with your questions. There is no such thing as a dumb question.

Remember, Fair is about FUN! Make the most of it!
Please read the pages that follow that get the most up to date information in black and white (however, keeping the number of pages to read manageable) for insight on what to expect at fair and beyond!  As always contact us with any questions or concerns at xcass@iastate.edu or 712-243-1132 or by visiting 805 West 10th Street in Atlantic.

Can’t wait to see you at fair!

Susan M. Oliver

Cass County Youth Coordinator
Beef Project Workshop 

Junior and intermediate beef project members will want to attend this workshop scheduled for Saturday, July 9th, 9 – 11:00 a.m. at the Adair County Fairgrounds. Clint McDonald, Area Extension Livestock Specialist, will present information on beef cattle nutrition. Washing and grooming show cattle and showmanship techniques will be presented by Adair County 4-H’ers, Kysa and Chisum Downing. Hands-on activities and door prizes will be available. No cost to attend. Call the Adair County Extension office to sign-up.

Fair Help

As fair draws nearer, we may need some extra help, so please consider it if you get a phone call.  We do specifically need two or three adults for the 1:30-3:00 PM slot for judging day in the lobby.  These people will help fill out check-in sheets, entry tags and directing people.

Youth Council Dance

The youth council is hosting a dance from 7-10 PM on Saturday, July 30 to kick-off fair.  The dance is for Intermediates and Seniors.  The council has secured a dj for great enterainment.  The dance will be West of the Extension Office in a designated area.  Please plan to attend if you are a Cass County Intermediate or Senior!

Conservation Station coming to the Cass County Fair
The newest educational tool from the Iowa Learning Farm is a 22 ft. trailer that contains a rainfall simulator and also a learning center.  This was here last year and the materials were great!  Members of the ILF will be on-hand to teach audiences about water and soil quality through several means with this mobile unit.  The Conservation Station will be at the Cass County fair the afternoon of Tuesday, Aug 2.

Iowa State Fair 4-H Premium Books and Information Available
Iowa State Fair total 4-H information: http://www.iowastatefair.org/competition/categories/#4-h/
 Livestock info: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/StateFair/livestock.htm
State Fair 4-H web-page: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/statefair/
Pullorum Testing for Poultry

All poultry exhibits must come from U. S. Pullorum-Typhoid clean or equivalent flocks, or have a negative Pullorum-Typhoid test within 90 days of the fair.   Pullorum testing for Cass County will be on Saturday, July 23 from 6-8 PM.
Selecting Photos for Fair exhibits:

As fair time approaches and it becomes time to select photographs for exhibiting, what should be considered in making the decision as to which photos to select?

First of all think about the characteristics of a good photograph.

· Is it well focused?

· Is there a center of interest?

· Is the lighting appropriate?

· Is the distance correct for the center of interest?

· Is the background uncluttered?  The foreground?

· Is there an interesting angle?

· Is the rule of thirds considered?

· Should / Could the photograph be improved by cropping?

· Will it be better as a horizontal or a vertical print?

· Does the photo have any storytelling ability?

· Can the photo be matted to show it off well?

· Is the exposure appropriate?

A well planned exhibit will have most of the characteristics mentioned above.  When considered altogether, the composition of the photo comes to light.  The composition is basically the arrangement of objects or elements that appear in the photo.  

Of utmost importance is the specific goal that was in place when the photo was taken.  What learning was to take place as the photo was planned and the final exhibit prepared?  What learning did take place?  How will that learning be used in the future?

All of these are things the judge will consider as the exhibit is evaluated.

Prepared by Ray Reynolds.  Region 15 Youth Program Specialist 

Horticulture:

As you prepare horticulture exhibits for County fair there are some resources for you: Harvesting and preparing vegetables for exhibit.  Please visit this very complete Web site: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/Horticulture/default.htm.  I think you will be very pleased with the information you find.
Copyrights and Fair

A copyright and/or a trademark are legal methods used by artists, photographers, writers, and others to protect their original and creative works. Protected items may range from professional photography and books to music, sport logo insignias, corporate and brand name logos to art designs. It is the responsibility of individual 4-H’ers to be aware of copyright/trademark regulations when developing 4-H exhibits and communication activities for county and state fairs.

The symbol © indicates the owner of the material holds a copyright. However, the copyright symbol is not legally required in order to copyright something, so assume that anything published is copyrighted. Rights to trademarks (or brand names) are protected by either of the following symbols: trademark ™, service mark SM, or registered ®. If an item is protected by copyright, trademark, or patent, that means complete or portions of the materials cannot be reproduced without permission and proper crediting of the source.

One area that often causes a copyright violation is creating a drawing or painting from a photograph or other artistic work. This is clearly a copyright issue covered by the concept of derivative work, and only the original copyright holder can give permission for someone else to create a copy, even if the copy is made using different technique. Another area that can cause problems is material obtained from the Internet. Because material may be publicly available does not mean that the material is free for the public to use. Read and follow any license agreements and terms of use statements on websites.

It is not possible to address all situations that may occur. However, following these simple guidelines will begin to help 4-H members comply with copyright laws and regulations: 1) Create something original, 2) If it's not yours, obtain permission, 3) Give proper credit, even when you have permission.
4-H members should review the following resources. The first is State Fair Exhibit Frequently Asked Questions located at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/SFExhibitFAQGen.htm . This reference contains several Q&A related to copyright, along with many other exhibit questions. You’re likely to find that a question similar to yours has been asked and answered in previous years. Pay special attention to the section about Visual Arts and Copyright, as well as the questions that discuss various terms of use and license agreements. Communication event participants will want to read the questions in the Communication and Copyright section.

The second reference is “Use of Copyrighted/Trademarked Material in 4-H Fair Exhibits and Activities, available at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/Documents/SF1G1UseofCopyrightVI010401.pdf . This reference piece was originally prepared for extension staff and exhibit judges, but may also be of use to 4-H members and families. This article also includes information about how to ask for permission from the copyright holder to use protected material.

If you have questions about copyright and your fair exhibit, ask your extension office staff for help BEFORE the county fair. 

Saturday Exhibit Judging
Be sure to mark your calendar - 4-H Building Judging is SATURDAY, July 30 from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM.  That's right, SATURDAY MORNING! Check page 46 of the fairbook for the exact time your club is judged. Be sure to tell your friends and neighbors that the 4-H Exhibit Building will open Sunday at 1:00. 
Livestock Judging
The Cass County Livestock Judging Contest will be held on Tuesday, August 2 Registration will begin at 3:30 PM at the FFA Foodstand and the contest will start at 4:00 PM at the outdoor show ring.  Get a team together from your club.  Rules are on page 41 of the fairbook.

Wagons!
Reminder:

Each 4-H Club is required to have a manure wagon at County Fair!  

See page 13, Rule #11 of your Fairbook.
Remember fairboard has also kindly requested each club to have a truck, flatbed trailer and driver for prep day and clean up.  Please try to make arrangements.
Livestock Affidavit
The issue of using drugs with livestock in an illegal manner has become a great concern at local fairs.  Random testing may be performed on fair animals and action take to remedy violations.  The Cass County Fairboard requires Livestock Exhibitors at the Cass County Fair to complete an affidavit.  Club leaders have livestock affidavits and you can stop in the Extension Office at any time.  Affidavits are required for beef, sheep, swine and meat goats to exhibit at fair.
4-H/FFA Herdsmanship
Herdsmanship is all about providing good stalling and housing for your animals while they are at fair.  Your efforts to have clean bedding, animals that are clean and comfortable and an attractive appearance to your area of the barn will have a lot to do with how many people walk through the barns to look at your exhibits.

We want to show people that raising and caring for our animals is important.  Livestock exhibitors are expected to keep their barn area (stalls, tack areas, walkways, tools, etc.) orderly, neat and attractive as possible. Herdsmanship duties are the responsibility of the exhibitors.  Livestock areas will be inspected twice daily by senior 4-H members. Each club/chapter will be rated daily. Read page 42 in your fairbook for more information on Herdsmanship.

*Don’t forget herdsmanship is judged Sunday evening and Wednesday evening, as well as the rest of the week.  
State Fair Exhibits
All State Fair static exhibits must be hauled to Des Moines and home again as a group.  Individuals will not be permitted to check exhibits in or out at the Iowa State Fair. The Fairboard is working on lining up a trailer to haul exhibits to Des Moines. A few volunteers will be needed to help transport this group of exhibits to Des Moines and back to the Extension Office.  
4-H and FFA Sand Volleyball Tournament 

The Youth Council is sponsoring a Sand Volleyball Tournament for senior 4-H’ers on Friday, August  5 after clean-up duties are completed. Please report to the horse arena when your club has been cleared from clean-up duties.

Mark Your Exhibits and Tack
It is always in your best interest to mark all pieces of your exhibit with your name, club, address, and phone number.  Don’t forget to mark your tack!  Taking a broom, bucket and grooming brush to fair may not seem like a lot of stuff--until you lose it.  Marking everything will help you identify your own tack and will help identify who lost items belong to!

Garden Pedal Tractor Race-Prizes awarded! 
Monday night entertainment at the fair will be YOU! Cass County 4-H’ers are invited to compete for $500 in prize money by pedaling garden tractors! This unique piece of equipment is a regular garden tractor re-built with pedals, just like the ones the little kids ride – but big kid size. Clubs are invited to create teams with 6 members (2 juniors, 2 intermediates, and 2 seniors). Teams are encouraged to be from 1 club; however 2 clubs may combine if necessary. Each club is limited to 2 teams. $500 in team prizes will be awarded. Teams must be registered by 3:00 PM on July 28. 
Fair Preparation and Clean-Up

Prep Day is Friday, July 29th at 6:00 PM

Clean-Up Day is Friday, August 5th at 1:30 PM
*More information will be shared directly with your club leaders via mail.
Decorator’s Showcase Kit Available

The kit is complete with carpet, wallpaper, upholstery samples and room plans which may be used to practice for Decorator’s Showcase.  Check it out to use at a club meeting or achievement show.  Use it to teach new members, or for older members to practice their decorating skills.  If you want to practice for the Decorator Showcase before fair, you can check this kit out from the Extension Office.

Food & Nutrition Exhibits
What are some examples of some food and nutrition projects to exhibit at county fair? How about trying:

· Whole grain muffins or breads

· A healthy eating plan

· Foods preserved according to USDA

      guidelines

· Recipes that you have adjusted for fat, fiber, or sugar

· “Grandma’s recipe” as a poster exhibit, rather than a food item

· A favorite family food item

· Food and Fitness craze display, poster, notebook, etc.

· Food safety issues

Not sure if the food item you want to prepare is an acceptable food exhibit? Ask these questions: 

1.   Does this product require refrigeration?

2.   Would you eat this product at room   temperature?

3.   Will this product hold up so it represents a standard when evaluated by judges or    viewed by the public?

We have a resource that can help you decide if a food item is an appropriate food exhibit. Now is the time to check using inappropriate Food Exhibits for Iowa 4-H Fairs, 4H3023 revised in 2009. This resource tells what acceptable and unacceptable food items are and shares the reasons why. Make sure to stop by the Extension Office and pick up a copy today or get it online at: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/4H3023.pdf
What To Do When Your 4-H Exhibit is Judged

Here are some steps you may want to practice before you come to share what you have learned in your 4-H project with the judge.  You might practice these skills with your parents, grandparents, brother or sister, or even work on them during your 4-H club meeting.

Introduce yourself when you come in and before you sit down.  The judge really does want to know your name so try these steps to practice.

1.  Look at the person you are going to meet and smile.

2.  Use a pleasant tone of voice.

3.  State your name - “Hello (Hi),  my name is ...”

4. While saying this, extend your hand and shake the judge's hand.

5.  Following the judge’s greeting telling you his/her name, respond with “It’s nice to meet you”

The judge will try to make your sharing about your project as easy as possible by asking you questions that will help you tell about it.  You will find that when you are done sharing your project, the judge will share comments on the things that they see that went well as you learned and they may have some comments on new ideas you might try, to learn more about your project or to help you improve in meeting your goals.

When you are through with your judging session, don’t forget to shake the judge’s hand and thank them for their time.

JUDGES EVALUATE EXHIBITS ON MORE THAN LOOKS

Judges think about more than how your exhibit looks when they decide what ribbon to award you at the fair.  The appearance of your exhibit is important, but it is also judged by what you learned. Judges want to know what goals you had as you made your exhibit and how you made it.  That is why they talk with you as your exhibit is being judged. Be prepared to answer the following:  


· What were your goals for this exhibit?  

· What steps did you take to reach your goals?  

· What was the most important thing you learned as you worked toward your goals? 

· What ideas or plans do you have for the future based on what you learned?  
As in the past, Write-ups will be optional with any exhibit at the Cass County Fair. This means that fair judges will read any write-up that accompanies a fair exhibit; however, judges will not penalize exhibits that do not have write-ups. If you choose to include a write-up with your exhibit, be sure to answer the four questions listed above. 

The Iowa State Fair requires that all exhibits have a write-up, so doing them for county fair would be good practice.  Here’s a form to help you out: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/hotsheets/GeneralExhibitInfoForm.pdf
Junior Day Camp
“Aim for Adventure” is the theme of this year’s Junior Day Camp. The camp is Friday, July 8th from 10:00 – 2:00 PM at The Cass County Fairgrounds. The camp is being sponsored by the 4-H Youth Council.  Activities at camp will include: first aid kits, bulls eye snacks, passports, friends and more! This camp is open to all Junior 4-H’ers in grades 3-6. Registration information was mailed to all Jr. 4-H’ers and deadline is extended to July 6.

Leadership Councils
The Youth Council is open to all youth in 10 – 12 grades. The number of years  a 4-H’er may serve on YC is now 2 years and there is no limit of how many youth may serve on the council. YC interviews will be held September 23 and the new YC will be installed at County Convention October 9.

We will also continue with the Youth Council 2 (YC2) with 7 – 9th grade 4-H’ers. These youth will not go through an interview or selection process but will need to complete an application.

All Intermediates and Senior 4-H’ers will receive information on the Youth Councils after county fair. Make sure you look for this in the mail and get the applications completed so you don’t miss out in 2011-2012.
Senior Savings Bond
The Cass County Fairboard is once again awarding $100.00 Savings Bonds to graduating High School Senior 4-H’ers who: 

· Have participated in at least 3 Cass County Fairs
· Have completed their 4-H record book half of the years they have been in 4-H, including their senior year. (i.e. if you have been in 4-H for 9 years, you must have 5 years of your record book complete, including your last year.) [The Youth Action Committee considers a complete record book to mean the goals & evaluation on each project area enrolled in are completed as well as any appropriate worksheets (livestock feed records etc.)]
These savings bonds will be presented at County Convention on Sunday, October 9th.

County Convention Awards
The Youth Action Committee is pleased to announce several new awards that will be presented at County Convention on October 9.

· Best Window or Display promoting 4-H During National 4-H Week – Many clubs do displays already, now we want to recognize you for your hard work. A nomination form and .jpeg or print photograph of the window must be submitted by 4:30PM October 4 to the Extension Office or xcass@iastate.edu. These will be mailed to club leaders. Your window or display must be up by Monday, October 3 at 8:00 AM. YAC members will judge the displays. 

· Best Club Community Service Project – We know how active our 4-H clubs are with community service projects during the year. Pick one project your club has worked on to nominate for the Community Service Award. Create a poster showing your club’s involvement and complete the short application that will be sent to club leaders. These must be turned into the Extension Office by September 17. Posters will be on display at County Convention. 

· Top Historian, Treasurer & Secretary Book – Our club officers work hard all year long to keep club records current and accurate. We want to recognize these individuals for their hard work.  Club officers must turn their books into the Extension Office by September 19 to be judged. 

4-H T-shirts
4-H T-shirts can be purchased at   “J & J Custom Graphic” at 217 Walnut St. in Atlantic. Make plans in advance as they may not be open on Saturday and Sunday of fair.  Check page 9 of you fairbook to see when you are required to wear your 4-H uniform.

DeadLINE  REMINDERS

July 1 Deadline

     (from 4-H member)

· Best of Iowa 

· Clothing Selection Fashion Revue

· Decorator’s Showcase

· Educational Presentations

· Extemporaneous Speaking

· Working Exhibits

· State Fair Livestock Entries

July 11 Deadline

· Crop Entries (from 4-H members/FFA)

· Livestock Entries (from 4-H leader/FFA)

· This includes Beef, Dairy, Goat, Pet, Poultry, Rabbit, Sheep, Swine,

· Dog Entries are taken separately
· Horse Entries are taken at Mock  Horse Show on July 10












