1
-8-


Ag Update from Adair County Extension

April, 2006

April
1
Clover Kids (K-3rd graders), 10:00-11:30 a.m., Extension office

April
1
Open house for Jack Payne, Vice-Provost of Extension, 3:00 p.m. Union 



County Extension, Creston

April 
2
Adair County 4-H Youth Council, trip to Ronald McDonald House, Des Moines

April
3
4-H and FFA Lamb and Bucket Calf Essay entries due to Extension office, winners

  
receive $50 towards the purchase of a lamb or bucket calf
April
4 
Bull Evaluation Center Tour, 10:30 a.m., Armstrong Research Farm, Lewis, no registration fee; call 712-769-2600 to reserve for lunch

April
4
Private Pesticide Applicator Training, 7:00 p.m. Union County Extension Office, 105 W. Adams St., Creston; $15 for training/$15 if license is renewed
April
6
ISU Block & Bridle Pig Sale, 7:00 p.m., Kildee Hall, ISU, Ames
April
6
Building Better Futures for All Children community forum, 11:30-1:00,

                           Greenfield Chamber Building.  No cost but must pre-register by calling 


  
641-369-4006 or e-mailing debschrader@mddc.com
April
6
Early Childcare Providers and Educators Appreciation supper sponsored by



FACT Empowerment, 6:30-8:00 p.m. No cost but must pre-register by calling 



641-369-4006 or e-mailing debschrader@mddc.com
April
        15   Money Talk: A Financial Guide for Women, $75, registration due
April
17 
Private & Commercial Pesticide Certification Testing by IDALS, 



10 a.m.-2 p.m., Adair County Extension office, large meeting room

April
20
Healthy Eating Options Action Team, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 


Extension office meeting room, RSVP by April 14th. 

April
22
4-H and FFA Lamb project Clinic, 10:00 a.m. – noon, Fairgrounds

April 
24
Extension Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Extension office
May
          1   Money Talk: A Financial Guide for Women correspondence course begins
May
3
4-H and FFA Horse practices begin, 6:30 p.m., and will continue every Wednesday night through July 12th.
May 
6
Clover Kids, 1st – 3rd graders, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., Extension office meeting room

May
7
4-H Youth Council meeting, 4:00 p.m., Extension office

May 
7
4-H Dog Obedience Class, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Fairgrounds
May
13
4-H/FFA Sheep Weigh-in, Fairgrounds
May
15
Private & Commercial Pesticide Certification Testing by IDALS, 



10 a.m.-2 p.m., Adair County Extension office, large meeting room

May
15
Extension Office open until 6:00 p.m. to accept 4-H enrollments and livestock



ID sheets
June
8
4-H Family Fun Night at the Farmer’s Market, Greenfield Square
June
8-9
SOFA Trip, Waterloo, Iowa Falls and Des Moines
June 
11-13
Royal Adventure for Intermediate 4-Her’s, Kansas City
June
12-15
Iowa Agricultural Youth Institute, Ames
June 
19
Private & Commercial Pesticide Certification Testing by IDALS, 



10 a.m.-2 p.m., Adair County Extension office, large meeting room
July
26-30
Adair County Fair

August 
10-20
Iowa State Fair
Producers Can Tour New Bull Evaluation Center April 4

A pioneering producer in western Iowa, Duane Warden, a retired doctor and owner of Warden Angus near Council Bluffs, has teamed up with the Iowa Beef Center and ISU Extension staff to develop a system that would allow the collection of individual bull feed intakes using normal feedlot type rations.  The operation system is called a Feed Intake Monitoring System, or FIMS.   Eight polyethylene feed bunks fitted with EID (electronic identification) antennas were mounted on electronic digital scales for continuous feed intake monitoring.  
 

The April 4 tour begins at 10:30 a.m. at the ISU Armstrong Research and Demonstration Farm near Lewis, with a few short presentations about how the equipment works, feed efficiency testing, and the daily routine of the operation.  It is followed by a free lunch.  The afternoon session includes a presentation about the genetics of feed efficiency, and possible uses for the FIMS technology. The program continues with a tour of the new bull testing facility and Warden’s 2005 bulls, on the Perry “Bud”Beedle Farm.

 

There is no registration fee for the program and tour, but to assist the organizers in a head count for lunch, attendees are asked to contact Leann Plowmann-Tibken at the Armstrong Farm, (712) 769-2600 or leann@iastate.edu.  For more information on the tour or for directions to the Armstrong Research Farm, visit the Calendar page at www.iowabeefcenter.org 
 

The program and tour are sponsored by the Iowa Beef Center at Iowa State University, Tri-County Steer Carcass Futurity Cooperative, Allflex USA, Inc., ID-ology, Scale Source, and Miraco.
Alfalfa Stand Evaluation by Clarke McGrath, ISU Crop Specialist
Although we have experienced one of the mildest winters on record, winter injury could still be a problem in alfalfa fields.  A major factor to winter survival for alfalfa is to have a good insulating cover from snow.  As we all know, snow has been hard to come by this last winter.  In addition to cold stress, plants may be injured from heaving of plants from the soil and mid-winter de-hardening of plants.

Cold Stress

During the snow-free periods, the area experienced a couple cold periods that could have been injurious to your alfalfa stands.  Alfalfa plants may be killed or weakened during continued exposure to temperatures of 5 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit.

Heaving of plants

Heaving of plants may occur in wet soils during excessive alternate freezing and thawing actions.  The heaving action breaks roots and exposes crown and root tissue to lethal air temperatures.  Not as likely this winter as most soils were dry.

Mid-winter de-hardening of plants.

Extended warm periods the area observed this winter may further stress alfalfa plants.  Plants that de-harden use more of their carbohydrate reserves to regain a hardened state when cold temperatures return, leaving less reserves available for continued survival during the remaining winter and for spring re-growth.

Stand Evaluation

Winter-injured plants are often slow to recover in spring, so give the stand some time before making the decision on what to do with the field.  When evaluating the stand, consider crown condition, number of plants per square foot and age of the stand.

Begin checking the stand as soon as green-up is noticed.   Dig up crowns and look for dead or dying tissue.  A healthy plant’s taproot should be clean and white inside.  A taproot with more than 50% discoloration most likely will not survive past the first cutting.  Check the stand again when the alfalfa plants are 6 inches tall.  Select random 1-square foot sites for every 5 to 10 acres.  Count the number of stems per square foot.  University of Wisconsin research indicates that when an alfalfa field averages more than 55 stems per square foot, it has top yield potential.  (Table 1).  Some yield loss may be observed with 40 – 55 stems per square foot.  If the stem count is below 40 stems per square foot, replacing the stand should be considered.
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Source:  Undersander and Cosgrove, Univ. WI, 1992

What to do with winter injured fields.

· If the stand is marginal, it may be best to leave it and obtain what forage will be produced.  Delaying first harvest will help the stand recover.

· If the field has a legume-grass mix and the grass is in good condition, consider applying N to boost grass production.

· For unacceptable stands, reseed alfalfa into an injured stand only if the original stand is less than 16 months old.

For more information on winter injured alfalfa, and other options for dealing with poor stands, refer to ISU publication PM-1362.
Manure Management Update by Angela Rieck-Hinz 
The DNR has recently updated corn and soybean yields for use in DNR manure management plans.  The updated numbers are part of Appendix A8 of the manure plan forms and can found at: http://www.iowadnr.com/afo/forms/appena.pdf
Operators of confinement sites (any size confinement feeding operation) planning to do construction should be aware that the major water source list has been updated. The new major water source list can be found at: http://www.iowadnr.com/afo/newrules.html. 
The new major water source list will become effective on April 5, 2006, and will affect:

- New construction permits (for permitted sites) received on or after 4/5/06

- New Manure Management Plans (MMP) (for unpermitted sites) received on or after 4/5/06

- An animal feeding operation structure (for which a construction permit or a MMP is not     required), if construction begins on or after 4/5/06  

As a reminder, late last year the DNR implemented several email listservs for people who want to receive information specific to a certain program. The Animal Feeding Operation list server is targeted to those who own and/or operate animal feeding operations or those who are actively engaged in regulatory activities surrounding animal feeding operations. This list server will offer regulatory news, program updates and technical guidance. To subscribe to any of all of these options please visit: http://www.iowadnr.com/water/listserv.

Money Talk: A Financial Guide for Women

Pat Swanson and Cynthia Fletcher, Iowa State University instructor and professor, respectively, will be conducting a Web-based or by-mail course, Money Talk:  A Financial Guide for Women, beginning May 1. The goal of the course is to educate and empower women to take control of their financial lives.

The five course modules will cover financial basics, insurance, investing, retirement planning, and planning for life events.  ISU Extension education programs do not promote any product or company.  These distance education courses will run from May 1 to June 2.

The cost of $75 includes the 190-page Money Talk workbook.  Pre-registration is needed by April 15.  Registration brochures are available at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/financial/  or at the extension office.  Make checks payable to Iowa State University, and mail along with your name, address and email address, to Minnihan at 68 LeBaron Hall, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa  50011.  For more information call our office at 641-742-8412, 1-800-ISUE-399 or Ellen Minnihan (515- 294-6568).
Herbicide Updates by Clarke McGrath, ISU Crops Specialist

A few “new” products of note, short descriptions below with some information shared from Iowa State University, University of Illinois and product labels.    

Impact 2.8SC- Amvac- (topramezone) will be commercially available this year.  Impact provides post control of many annual grass and broadleaf weeds in corn.  Topramezone controls susceptible weeds by inhibiting the formation of specific plant pigments, similar to the mode of action of Callisto.  Impact will often be used in tank mixes with other herbicides (especially atrazine) to broaden the weed control spectrum.  It has shown good efficacy on broadleaf species such as velvetleaf, smartweed, pigweed, common ragweed, lambsquarters, and cocklebur, as well as many annual grasses such as giant foxtail.  Application rates range from 0.5 (north of Interstate 80) to 0.75 fluid ounce per acre, and spray additives will need to be added.  We are right on the rate “border”, so work with your Local Dealer in trying this product as far as rate, placement, additives and number of acres to try.  In plots that I saw last year, it looked like a pretty impressive product.  
Radius 4SC- Bayer- (flufenacet + isoxaflutole) contains the same active ingredients as Epic but is formulated as a liquid and at a different ratio (less Balance, more Define).  Radius can be applied at 7 to 28 fluid ounces per acre, and from up to 21 days before planting until corn emergence. 

Canopy 75DG- DuPont- (chlorimuron + metribuzin) has been brought back on the market by DuPont.  Application rates generally range from 4 to 7 ounces per acre, and may vary depending on tank-mix partner. 

Gramoxone Inteon 2S- Syngenta- (paraquat) is the next generation of paraquat-containing herbicides.  The labels of Gramoxone Inteon and Gramoxone Max 3S are virtually identical (except for differences in application rates due to differences in amount of active ingredient per gallon). Gramoxone Inteon is designed to improve human safety in cases of ingestion by minimizing paraquat absorption in the digestive system.  Over the next 2 years, Gramoxone Inteon will become the primary formulation as Gramoxone Max is removed from the market. 

Select MAX 0.97EC- Valent- (clethodim) is a new formulation of Select used at 6 to 32 fluid ounces per acre.  “Faster and more complete control of volunteer Roundup Ready corn” is what Select MAX is promoting, so it may have a good fit for growers who are having trouble eliminating that weed with other products in tank mixes with glyphosates.  

Harmony GT XP 75DF- DuPont- (thifensulfuron) can be applied at 0.083 ounce per acre (1/12th oz) post in corn. Applications can be made to corn up to 12 inches tall or through V5, whichever is more restrictive. This product's weed control spectrum is limited, and Harmony GT XP has some restrictions pertaining to insecticides, talk to your local dealer.  

Resolve 25DF- DuPont- (rimsulfuron) has been available only in premixes (Basis, Basis Gold, Steadfast, Steadfast ATZ), prior to the registration of Resolve.  It is a post corn product generally being targeted as a residual providing tank mix partner for glyphosate on glyphosate tolerant corn.  Resolve has some restrictions pertaining to insecticides, talk to your local dealer.

Stout 72.5mp- DuPont- (nicosulfuron + thifensulfuron) contains the active ingredients of Accent and Harmony GT XP. The product comes as a "multiple pack" and should be applied to corn at the rate of 0.5 to 0.75 ounce per acre.  Stout has some restrictions pertaining to insecticides, talk to your local dealer.

Milestone- DowAgrosciences- (aminopyralid) is a new addition to the pyridine class of herbicides that we will use mostly in pastures for broadleaf weed control.  Similar in activity to Tordon/Grazon/Stinger products, in research across the Midwest, it has shown equivalent or better control of biennial (musk, bull, etc.) and Canada thistle species.  It looks to be a little weaker on weeds in the carrot family, including wild carrot, wild parsnip, and poison hemlock.  A 2,4-D amine premix with Milestone called ForeFront may be available this season as well, it will be more effective on the carrot family weeds, or you could tank mix to widen the control spectrum.  Milestone has some advantages over Tordon/Grazon in regards to soil half life and use near water, talk to your Local Dealer for more details.  
Horticulture Update by Richard Jauron, ISU Extension Horticulturist 
Planting Strawberries
When selecting a planting site for strawberries, choose an area that receives full sun and has well-drained soil. Do not plant in weed infested areas. Perennial weeds, such as quackgrass, are extremely difficult to control in strawberry plantings. Also, avoid sites where strawberries, tomatoes, potatoes and peppers have been grown in the last two years to reduce the possibility of root diseases.  

 

Purchase virus-free plants from a reliable garden center or mail-order nursery. Plants from an old planting or the neighbor’s garden are often diseased. If planting must be delayed after purchase, place moist wood shavings or peat moss around the roots of the plants and place them in a plastic bag. Store the plants in the refrigerator at 32 to 40 degrees F. They can be safely stored in the refrigerator for one to two weeks.  

 

April to early May is the best time to plant strawberries in Iowa. Remove the strawberry plants from storage when ready to plant. Trim off the older leaves, place the roots of the plants in water for one hour, then plant immediately. Set each plant in the ground so the crown of the plant is even with the soil surface.  

 

The type of strawberry determines plant spacing. June-bearing strawberries should be planted 18 to 24 inches apart within the row. Rows should be spaced 4 feet apart.  Everbearing and day-neutral strawberries are typically planted in beds consisting of two or three rows.  Rows should be spaced 1 foot apart within the bed. In the row, space plants 1 foot apart.  Beds should be separated by 2-foot-wide paths.  

 

Potato Varieties 
Looking to add some color to your potato patch?  Try some of these suggested potato varieties for Iowa. While the standard potato varieties, listed below, perform well in Iowa, there are other varieties with unusual colors and shapes. All Red, for example, is a mid-season variety that produces medium-sized tubers with a red skin and pale pink flesh. Russian Banana produces small, banana-shaped tubers, which are excellent in salads. Heirloom and novelty varieties are tasty and fun additions to the vegetable garden.  

Red Norland is an early maturing red variety that produces oblong, smooth potatoes with shallow eyes. They are excellent boiled or mashed, but are only fair when baked.  
Russet Norkotah is an early season russet variety that produces blocky, oblong potatoes. It is an excellent baking potato.  

Yukon Gold is an early season yellow-fleshed variety. They are excellent baked, boiled or mashed. The potatoes also store well.   

Superior is an early to mid-season variety with round to oblong tubers and medium deep eyes.  The potatoes are very good baked, boiled or mashed. It is resistant to scab.   

Goldrush is a mid-season variety that produces oblong to oval tubers with a russet skin and white flesh. Baking quality is very good.   

Katahdin is a late maturing white variety that produces smooth, round, shallow-eyed tubers and is excellent for baking.  

Kennebec is a late maturing white variety with block-shaped tubers and shallow eyes. Cooking quality is excellent.  

Red Pontiac is a late maturing red variety. Potatoes are oblong with deep eyes. It produces high yields with many large tubers. Table quality is only fair. Storage quality is very good.  

            

Potatoes are susceptible to several serious diseases; buy certified, disease-free potatoes at garden centers and mail-order nurseries.  Potatoes should be planted in early spring, late March or early April in southern Iowa.  Seed pieces (cut side down) and small whole potatoes should be planted 3 to 4 inches deep and 1 foot apart within the row.  Rows should be spaced 2.5 to 3 feet apart.  
Scholarship Opportunities for High School Seniors
Farmers Electric Cooperative – parent must be a member. Applications are due April 3rd and are available at the Extension office or for more information call Donna Neideigh at (641) 743-6146.

Kelly Laughery Memorial 4-H Community Service Scholarship applications are due April 3rd and are available at the Extension office. You must be a 4-H member and have completed service work.

Teens Can Explore Ag Careers through Speak Out For Agriculture
SOFA - Speak Out For Agriculture is open to all 7th – 12th graders interested in agricultural careers.  
The program will feature an overnight trip June 8-9. Stops will include the Meyocks Group, in Des Moines; Hawkeye Community College and Cedar Valley Arboretum and Botanical Gardens; John Deere Engine Works; Hawkeye Renewables, an ethanol plant; and the World Pork Expo. Hawkeye Community College has put together eight workshops choices: CSI: Crop Science Investigation; Electronic Animal I.D; Isn’t That Spatial?; Build a Bird Habitat; Caddyshack; Would You Drink This Water?; Got Blood!; and College 101.  Participants may choose two.

Registrations forms for the SOFA trip are now available at the Extension office.  Cost of the trip is $30 and includes a t-shirt, meals, lodging and transportation.  Remember the bus fills up fast so register early. For more info contact members of the SOFA planning committee – Elizabeth B, Christine D, Alyse H, Dawn M or Kathy Rohrig at the Extension office.

Iowa Agricultural Youth Institute 
Students in 9th – 11th grade interested in agriculture will want to attend IAYF June 12-15 at the Iowa State University Campus in Ames. What do Schools, Renewable Fuels, and Animal Identification have in common? Apply to the 26th annual Iowa Agricultural Youth institute to find out! Cost for the 4-day conference is $50. Registration deadline is May 2nd. One hundred delegates will be selected to attend. Contact Adair County Extension for more details and an application form.
Community Members Needed to Help In Fight Against Obesity

Teams of community members are working to put together plans to fight obesity in Adair County as part of a special Wellmark grant administrated by Extension and Adair County Home Health. Three target areas have been identified: 1. Nutrition Education, 2. Increasing Physical Activity, and 3. Offering Healthy Eating Options at Public Venues.

Anyone interested in exploring the concept of offering healthy eating options at public venues are urged to participate in a special planning meeting on April 20th from 11:30-1:30 at the Extension office meeting room. A complimentary light lunch will be served to participants. Advance sign up is requested to plan for the meal. If you are interested in helping, call the Extension office by April 14.
Online Resources 
What’s hot in value-added agriculture – switchgrass, biomass and agritourism check out these topics and more at Agricultural Marketing Resource Center website http://www.agmrc.org   
Performance-based Environmental Management: The Hewitt Creek Model is now available on the web at: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM2013.pdf 

Publications 

The following publications are full color booklets and can be ordered through our office

PM 1713 Pasture Management Guide for Livestock Producers $10.00

This guide provides a general pasture management reference for livestock producers, agriculture advisors, and teachers and students.  It covers practices to increase production and returns by improving management of grassland.

PM1945 Soybean Growth and Development $4.00
This publication can help soybean producers achieve better yields. It includes photos of soybean vegetative and reproductive stages and updated information about soybean growth and management.

SR 0048 How a Corn Plant Develops $3.00

This publication can help producers increase yields.  It identifies the different stages of development, vegetative and reproductive stages of corn.
IDEA Small Fruits- Insect and Disease Management for Backyard Fruit Growers in the Midwest $5.00  Pesticide and non-chemical controls for common insects pests and diseases of strawberries, brambles, grapes, and blueberries.  A must read for the backyard fruit growers.

PM 1594 Hardy Perennials: Hostas $2.00

Hostas are among the oldest and most popular perennials in the world, having come to us from China, Korea and Japan.  From a wide assortment of colors, sizes, shapes, and textures, the perfect hosta can be found for almost any garden situation.

PM 1942 Annuals $5.00

This gardener’s guide to annual flowers includes 106 plant descriptions plus 186 color photos.  A comparison chart makes it easy to choose plants by height or flower color.  Recommendations are also given for specific uses, such as drought tolerance, fragrance, and cut-flower bouquets.

Welcome Cindy Armstrong to Our Staff
Please help us in welcoming Cindy Armstrong to our staff as the office assistant. Cindy is from Greenfield.  She is married to Russ Armstrong and has three children.  She is a graduate of AIB and is looking forward to working with the residents and youth of Adair County and the surrounding counties.  Make sure to stop by and introduce yourself to our newest staff member.
Check out the latest news from Extension at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/ 

     Check out the Adair County web site: www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/
Prepared by: Kathy Rohrig


         Administrative Assistant - Ag
