Master Gardener Minute for November

Week of November 9, 2005
Hello, this is a Master Gardener Minute on fall watering.

Although the weather is beginning to turn colder, trees and shrubs that become too dry in the fall are less likely to survive.  It is very important to water landscape plants thoroughly as we head into winter.

Spruces, pines and other conifers can be dried out by harsh winter winds, especially if the fall is dry as it has been this year in Iowa.  Next spring the symptoms may show up such as purple Colorado blue spruce or reddish brown white pines and red pines.  When you notice this, it’s too late to cure the problem.

Don’t forget perennials sheltered under eaves or trees.  Hostas that aren’t watered going into winter ay not be back next spring.

Encouraging snow accumulation or heavy mulching in the absence of snow will help protect plants against low temperatures and drying winds.  A simple windbreak or covering the tress with plastic “tree guards” will help.  Don’t forget to remove the tree guards next spring when the trees begin to leaf out.

This message has been brought to you by the Iowa Stat University Extension Office and the Boone County Master Gardeners.

Week of November 16, 2005
Hello, this is a Master Gardener Minute on over wintering geraniums.
It is possible to over winter geraniums indoors.  Before frost, pot up individual plants, take cuttings or store bare-root plants in a cool, dry place.  Select only plants that are healthy and disease-free.

Dig up each plant and place in a 6 to 8 inch diameter pot.  Prune to one-half or one-third or their original height, then water thoroughly.  Place in a sunny window or under fluorescent lights no more than 10 to 12 inches above plants.  Lights should be on for 12 to 16 hours daily.  Geraniums prefer cool indoor temperatures.  Water thoroughly when the soil becomes dry.

Take 4 inch stem cuttings from the ends of the shoots.  Pinch off the lower leaves and dip the base in rooting hormone.  Stick cuttings in coarse sand or a mix of sand and peat moss.  Water well.  Place a clear plastic bag over the cuttings and put the pots in bright light but not direct sun.  After they have rooted, place the geraniums in a bright sunny window or under fluorescent lights.

This message has been brought to you by the Iowa Stat University Extension Office and the Boone County Master Gardeners.

Week of November 23, 2005
Hello, this is a Master Gardener Minute on fall chores.
Cover strawberries wither several inches of straw mulch to protect flower buds during winter.  Do not use grass clippings or leaves.

Fertilize lawns to promote root growth and encourage early green-up in the spring.

Mulch perennials and other landscape plants for winter protection.  Pine boughs are ideal, but straw, shredded leaves, pine needles and other materials also work.

Remove diseased foliage from iris and peonies to prevent problems next year.

Wrap thin-barked trees (such as maple) with paper or plastic to protect them from sunscald or frost cracks.  Prevent rabbit damage to young trees and shrubs with a wire mesh collar about 2 or 3 feet high.

Add 2-3 inches of manure or compost to soil surface in vegetable garden.  Leave “fern-like” foliage of asparagus to stand for the winter.  Check any vegetables you’ve stored for spoilage.  Remove damaged ones immediately.

Stop fertilizing houseplants until spring.

Clean sprayers and garden tools. Sharpen if needed.

This message has been brought to you by the Iowa Stat University Extension Office and the Boone County Master Gardeners.

Week of November 30, 2005
Hello, this is a Master Gardener Minute on fall clean-up.
The end of the outdoor growing season is the time for clean-up chores that will insure a good start to a great looking garden next year. Fall is the time to pull, dig, prune, rake and bag problem plant material.  If not removed, fungi that cause spots on leaves of your perennials may survive the winter and cause problems in the spring.  Leaves that are diseased may turn yellow or brown and drop to the ground or wither on the stem.  For example, peony leaves may get purplish sports and iris leaves may develop small oval-shaped lesions.  Once you spot these problems on peony and iris, cut the stems or leaves at the soil line and remove them.

Pull up annual plants such as zinnias, marigolds, and tomatoes by the roots.  Then rake and collect any plant material left behind.  Make sure to untangle tomato leaves and stems from their stakes or cages and collect that too.

The best option to dispose of diseased plant material might be to let it dry and burn it.
This message has been brought to you by the Iowa Stat University Extension Office and the Boone County Master Gardeners.

