Cass County Master Gardener Training Begins September 8

Master Gardeners are members of the local community who take an active interest in growing flowers, vegetables, fruits, shrubs, trees and lawns.  What really sets them apart from other home gardeners is their commitment to learning and sharing what they learn with others.

Master Gardener trainees attend 40 hours of classes taught by Iowa State University Extension staff and specialists in topics ranging from lawn care, flower and vegetable gardening, ornamental trees and shrubs, fruit crops, and houseplants to insect, disease, and weed control, soil and plant nutrition, and pesticide safety.  More information may be found on the Master Gardener web site http://www.mastergardener.iastate.edu/.
In exchange for training, participants are asked to volunteer 40 hours of service to their local extension program. The service opportunities range widely from answering telephone requests for gardening information, staffing plant clinics or displays, speaking to local groups, teaching youth, providing horticulture therapy activities for the elderly, and supervising or judging county fair horticulture activities as judges or serving as project coordinators.

The first session will be Tuesday evening, September 8, at the Cass County Community Center and training continues on consecutive Tuesday’s through October 27.  There are also be four Thursday evening sessions and one Saturday will be spent on the ISU campus for hands on training in the horticulture department.  Click here for the full schedule.  The cost is $125 per person.  That amounts to just under $10 per session with a lot of great information, reference material and training provided.

Registration forms must be in the Cass County Extension office by September 1 to have materials available for the first training session.  The Cass County Extension office is located at 805 W. 10th Street in Atlantic, phone 712-243-1132.

