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TAKING ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES  
Itôs spring and Madison County is starting to green up in many ways.  
Lawns and pastures across the county are greening up and commutes 
through the county are dotted with new born livestock.  Soon (if not 
already) you and your family will be enjoying summer activities with 
friends and others.   
 
As we enter into the warmer season, donôt forget to plan some time to 
participate in club, county and state 4-H activities.  Along with that donôt 
forget that  this is also a great opportunity to plan and take advantage of 
many opportunities to come in Madison County 4-H. 
 
Perhaps you and your club have planned some activities this summer to 
spend time together, learn and have fun.  Or possibly you have signed 
up for an out-of-county 4-H camp or conference.  Regardless of your 
plans, make sure to have fun and participate in as many opportunities as 
you can.  Along the way take note of new things that you could bring 
back to Madison County and share with your club and other clubs, take 
time to meet new people and have fun. 
 
As always, itôs important to stress that 4-H is most definitely the greatest 
opportunity for you to participate in activities that will lead to greater 
things to come as you transition to a more involved member of your 
community.  The point made in the last newsletter is probably even more 
important though - ñYou get out of it what you put in itò.  As you are 
probably learning, with a little more effort, participating and reflecting on 
your experiences you will have a great 4-H experience like many others 
in Madison County. 
 
If you stumble along the way, feel free to utilize the great volunteers, 
family or the Extension Office to help you continue on your journey.  I 
wish you a great spring and wonderful summer to come! 
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QUICKLY 
APPROACHING DATES  

April 18 - H&P Safety Class  
April 19 - Boatload of Fun                                                

Workshop  
April 19 - Youth Beef Team 

Meeting  

4-H E-UPDATES  
Would your family like to receive regular e-updates on activities and events related to the 
Madison County  4-H & Youth program?  Send an email with the subject line ñ4H Updateò to 
mdeppe@iastate.edu.  Updates will include regular event updates as well as newsletter updates 
sent to the email of you choice. - Check your email for updates!!!  
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS - Summer Interest Clubs  

In an effort to grow the cloverôs impact in Madison 
County, the Madison County Extension Office is 
putting together afterschool and summer interest 
clubs for youth in 4th, 5th and 6th grade.  We 
hope youth enrolled in 4-H will take advantage of 
this opportunity and get more youth involved as 
well in the Madison County 4-H program.  Topics 
might include videography, GPS, plus many more.  
For more information about this program, contact 
Matt Deppe at the Extension Office. 

EVENTS ABROAD  

 Central 4 -H Intermediate Trip 2009  
 

Make plans to join the fun in discovering some 
great places around Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
June 23rd-25th, 2009. You will meet 4-Hôers from 
16 other counties in Central Iowa. The places 
youôll be visiting are: Cabelaôs, Minnesota Zox, 
Mall of America, Rainforest Café, Science 
Museum Of Minnesota, Pizza Lucé, Valleyfair 
Amusement Park and more! 
 
Registration materials are available at the 
Extension Office. Early  registration deadline is 
April 30.  Trip cost is $255. This covers all 
attractions, hotel, transportation and some 
meals. Register early.  If buses are not filled by 
April 30, youth who participated last year as 7

th
 

graders, may register for this year (must register 
by May 15th). 

State 4-H Conference 2009 -  
ñVoyage To Greatnessò 
 

Attention all 4-Hôers, grades 8-12!  Come and 
experience the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference 

held in Ames at Iowa State 
University on June 30 - 
July 2 .  You will be able to 
attend workshops and 
participate in community 
service.  Or, maybe you 
would like to attend animal 
science round-up and 
choose various animals 
such as sheep, beef, dairy, 
horse or swine to study.   
 

Have fun in the evenings going to a formal 
banquet at Hilton Coliseum, dances, swimming 
and a picnic.  During the three day conference, 
experience dorm life and make new friends from 
across the state.  You donôt have to be in 4-H to 
attend, so if you have friends you would like to 
invite - bring them along!   
 
Registration materials are in the Extension 
Office and will also be posted to the county 
website if possible.  For materials contact Matt in 
the Extension Office.  
 
For more information contact the Extension 
Office or go to: 
h t t p : / / w w w. e x t e n s i o n . i a s t a t e . e d u / 4 H /
StateConference/index.htm 

APRIL 25th Livestock Judging Contest - 

Ames, IA 
On April 25th the Animal Science Department and 
the Block & Bridal Chapter of Iowa State Univer-
sity are hosting their annual spring contest on 
campus in Ames.  For more information or to reg-
ister, go to http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/
Agriculture/Documents/isulvstkjdg.pdf. 

2009 Summer Camp Information  
Now On -line at www.iowa4hcamp.com/
summercamp .   Twelve new 
camps for 2009!  Discounts 
available for 4-H members, 
siblings, and early-registrations.  
Camp registrations must be 
postmarked by April 1 to receive 
the early registration discount.  
Financial aid forms for Iowa 4-H 
Foundation scholarships are due to county 
extension offices by May 1. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LIVESTOCK JUDGING?  

As mentioned in the last newsletter, if you are interested in 
livestock judging, please feel free to contact Matt Deppe at the 
Extension Office by calling 515-462-1001 or emailing 
mdeppe@iastate.edu.  Currently we are contacting those that 
have called in when dates are scheduled for practices. 

http://www.iowa4hcamp.com/summercamp
http://www.iowa4hcamp.com/summercamp
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Visit Iowa State University Extension Youth & 4-H online at www.extension.iastate.edu/madison 

COUNTY EVENTS & NEWS 

Communications Judging  
 

Please mark your calendars!  Communication 
entry forms are due to the Extension office by 
Monday, April 27th .  Again this year, judging 
will be held all day on Thursday, June 11 from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. at the Methodist Church in Winter-
set. 
 
If you would like a head start, communications 
entry forms are available at the Extension office 

Boatload Of Fun  
Attention 4-Hôers: get ready for a boatload of fun! The 
Jefferson-Lee Jades 4-H club will be hosting a coun-
tywide workshop that is sure to be a blast for all 
ages! This workshop will take place at the old com-
munity building on Sunday, April 19. The excitement 
begins at 2:00 PM. The focus of this workshop is to 
play games and participate in activities that encour-
age and build life skills. Some of the many games to 
take place are: 

¶ Bingo 

¶ Puzzles 

¶ Human Scrabble 

¶ 2 Truths and 1 Lie 

¶ Newspaper Sculptures 

¶ A Blind Fold Trust Walk 

And Many Others! 
This workshop is sure to be jam-packed full of fun. 
Once you have completed it, you can take the games 
back to your clubs and play them at your meetings or 
at other club events! It will be tons of fun and a great 
time for everyone. Come and check it out! 

Nominate a 4 -H Volunteer  
  

Show our 4-H volunteers just how much we ap-
preciate them!!  Once again, you will have the 
opportunity to nominate a volunteer who has 
exhibited outstanding service to the 4-H pro-
gram to be recognized in the 2008 Iowa 4-H Hall 
of Fame! 
  
The Madison County Iowa 4-H Hall of Fame 
nominee will be recognized at an induction cere-
mony at the Iowa State Fair on Sunday, August 
23, beginning at 3:30 p.m. in the 4-H Exhibit 
Building.   
  
Nominees may be living or deceased and may 
be an individual or couple.  Nomination forms 
are available at the Extension office or online at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/madison and are 
due to the Extension office by May 15. 
  
Nominations will be reviewed and selected by 
the Youth & 4-H Committeeôs Volunteer Devel-
opment subcommittee.  For more information 
and to download a nomination form go to http://
www.extension.iastate.edu/madison/news/
Iowa+4-H+Hall+of+Fame.htm. 

OHIO FUTURE FEEDER PLANTER 
CONTEST 
This year the Ohio Future Feeder 4-H club is 
sponsoring a club planter contest at the Madison 
County Fairgrounds.  The event is intended for 
all clubs with the ultimate objective of clubs 
having fun planning the planters and 
beatification of the Madison County Fairgrounds.  
The planters will be  placed 
near several different 
buildings on the 
fairgrounds.  Stay tuned for 
more information from you 
club leader and in the next 
Clover Connection. 

4-H Challenge  

Do you have a great activity or event that your club 
is currently planning or doing?  If so - be proud and 
tell the world about it!  Take a few minutes to put 
together a descriptive article about the activity and 
send it to the local newspaper or the Extension Of-
fice.  Thereôs no better way to show what a great 
program that we have in Madison County besides 
getting it out in front of others in our community. 

Funding our great program.  
Currently the 4-H and Youth Committee is analyzing ways that we can provide more financial support to 
the entire Madison County 4-H program.  No worries - our funding situation is good, but to reach a goal 
to provide more financial support for county/state/national trips, we hope to build our resources for sup-
port.  In doing such, if you know of someone that would like to give towards our mission, please feel free 
to send them our way.  The potential is limitless and along with specific goals for funding in specific ar-
eas we are more that happy to manage funds towards a specific project area or activity in 4-H.  If you 
would like to give or would like more information feel free to contact the Extension Office. 
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PARENTôS CORNER 

 

For those of you that couldnôt make to the training on the 26th of March 
there is another face to face opportunity for you to attend the same 
training with the same facilitators in Warren County on April 28th.  We 
hope this additional option will allow you to not only fit a face to face 
training into your schedule, but to see what other counties currently are 
doing in this area. 
 

As always, if you would prefer to take the training online, visit 
www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt at the Extension office at 515-462-1001.   

The adult 4 -Hôer  & Expectations 

 

Each year we get the opportunity to work with many different Madison County Families in the 4-H 
program.  In these interactions there are many great opportunities to provide a lending hand and to 
challenge our youth to learn and explore.  Because of this there are a few things that you might consider 
as you work with them on projects and with their interests.  Below are a few examples of statements that 
we typically get from parents, leaders and other adults in the program. 
 
ñIt is their project and they need to figure it out on their own.ò 
I hear this every year and the correct answer is that depending on the youth, subject matter they are 
exploring and the age of the youth, parents and adults might or might not need to be involved.  In every 
case it is the adultsô duty to help the youth explore and gain some success.  This doesnôt mean that we 
(adults) need to do it all for them, and sometimes we gain many valuable life lessons from a little failure.  
Parents should make sure that they ask questions not only about the project, but also the goals set for 
the subject area in the current year.  Parent involvement most likely will be different for youth that are 
younger vs. those that are older.  However, there are always lessons to be learned from experiences 
and a lot of times those lessons are more clear given there is an adult available to encourage, challenge 
and help reflect. 
 
ñDonôt worry mom, I can write down my goals before I hand in the project at the fair.ò 
The literal reality of this is true, but youth should take some time and the beginning of the year and 
during the year to set and re-visit the goals that they have set for themselves.  Additionally, goals should 
build on one another and become more complex as the youth gets more advanced in the project and as 
they get older.  We utilize goals to help set our journey each year to explore further interests and learn 
more about the subjects weôre interested in.   
 
ñThe fair is over and Iôm finished with my projects. Next year I want toéò 
Each year after the county and sometimes state fair I see this in many different families.  In actuality 
there are a couple parts of the puzzle left to put together.  First, right after the fair is a good time to put 
together the record book for the year.  Not only does each youth receive $10 for completing the record 
book, but more importantly this helps each family and youth reflect on the year to identify their 
experiences and plan for next year.  It can be a challenge for both youth and adults, but the pay off is 
much greater than the $10 the youth receive for completing the record books. If you have questions or 
get confused, donôt be afraid to ask your leader or the Extension Office for help. 
 
The list goes on and on.  However in each situation a little common sense and knowing what our 
objective is will help you on your way.  As you think through and make these decisions just remember 
that there are always helpful hands at the Extension Office and through our volunteers that are there to 
help you and your family maximize your 4-H experience.    

Donôt Forget to go to training. Volunteers  
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VOLUNTEER PAGE 

 

 

YOUTH ADULT PARTNERSHIPS - THINK ABOUT IT  
  
At our March 26th training we talked about how all of us can use the youth-adult partnership model to 
make what we do more impacting on our young peoplesô lives.  The concept is very important as we 
continue to grow the quality of the Madison County 4-H program.  The concept truly helps us work 
toward focusing our trend towards youth making their own decisions.  As a result there will be no doubt 
that our young people will be more highly skilled, and better leaders of the communities in which they 
live as adults. 
  
What are youth adult partnerships and how do they fit into how we work with youth.   
Each one of us is involved in positive youth development for a reason.  The basic concept that we live 
by in 4-H is instilling life skills through experiences in projects and club work (Special Interest and 
township).  Our end product is that we assist in the positive development of our youth towards becoming 
leaders and competent members of their communities in adulthood.  The concept of youth-adult 
partnerships fits the overall objective that we are aiming for with all of our youth.  The goal is to make 
competent adults/older youth that will have the skills to reason and make decisions because of their 
experiences in 4-H. 
  

How do I view youth in my club or group. (My attitude and behavior of youth I work with.)  
To keep it simple our perceptions of why or how we work with youth can be categorized into three 
different groups.   

Volunteers, Parents, Adults that view young people as objects.  
Adults that perceive youth as objects typically have the attitude that they ñknow what is bestò for 
the young people.  In this situation the adult allows for little if any input on decisions and typically 
sees it as the responsibility of the young people to take advantage of the opportunity developed 
by the adults.  This might be where some of us are currently. 

  
Volunteers, Parents, Adults that view young people as recipients:  
In these types of scenerios, the adults still ñknow what is bestò for young people.  Young people 
are the recipients of the benefits of the opportunity, but may get to participat in the development 
of the opportunity, but only because of the ñvalue of the experienceò.  Adults are still controlling 
the conditions and the are typically concerned with preparing young people for the future.  This is 
making progress to where we need to be. 
  
Volunteers, Parents, Adults that view young people as resources:  
In this situation the adults are able to respect the contributions that young people are able to 
make to the program now.  Leadership and decision making are shared between adults and 
young people with the understanding that the youth ultimately come up with options and make 
decisions.  This is where we should be aiming with the groups that we work with. 

  
Making it work for you.  
Obviously there are many variables that have to be considered when approaching the place that we 
ultimately want to be in our youth and adult partnerships.  For instance we might be working with a 
group of youth that typically donôt lead the planning of activities and events or donôt speak up at 
meetings but have an opinion.  Typically younger youth are more reluctant to be as outspoken as older 
youth, and need to be worked with and helped along the way more.  Regardless where you are currently 
at with your club, a committee, or other 4-H group, donôt forget our ultimate mission.  We are working 
towards the development of positive life skills and development of our future adult leaders.  Sometimes 
when the dust settles and the youth we work with are adults it might not be about the specific great 
event they planned, but rather the lessons they learned from the successful and not so successful 
events they were a part of in every step of the decision and participation levels. 
  
For more information please feel free to call the Extension Office!  
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MADISON COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL NEWS 

4-H Challenges  - To Youth, Families & Leaders  

Challenge #1 - 4-H in the MOVIES  
Are you, your club, or other 4-H group putting together a community service or other 

activity that youôd like to tape and show others in our county?  Are you interested in 

putting together some basic ñHow TOò videos related to record keeping, a project or other 

4-H related materials?  If you answered yes to either of these or have other 4-H activities 

that youôd like to put on video, please email mdeppe@iastate.edu.   

Challenge #2 ï 4-H Cookbook Sale Winners - January to March 
As announced in the February newsletter, the Youth & 4-H committee is sponsoring a 

cookbook contest for all clubs to participate in.  Because of your efforts, the 36 more 

cookbooks were sold between the January and March meetings of the Youth & 4-H 

Committee.  The winning club this time was the Ohio Future Feeders, who sold a total 

of 21 cookbooks during the time period.  As a reward for their efforts, they have won a 

movie theatre night, pizza party or event of their choosing of equal or lesser value. - 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  

 

The next meeting of the Madison County Youth & 4-H meeting is the first part of 

May, 2009.  Between now and the May meeting, the rules change.  During March 

and April clubs are to sell as many cookbooks as possible.  The minimum number of cookbooks for clubs 

to sell in order to be eligible for the contest is 12, however, the winner will be chosen based on the 

average number of cookbooks sold per club member. - GOOD LUCK!!!   

The Madison County 4-H Youth Council would like to thank everyone that attended 
and helped out with their annual county lock-in.  The overnight event was filled with 

many different fun activities and had all kinds of time to hang out and have fun.  Over 25 youth 
participated in the event.  Special thanks to the adult volunteers that donated their time during the event 
and to Wildwood Hills Ranch for use of their facilities for the evening.  Stay tuned for more fun activities to 
come! 

Youth Council Car Wash  
To provide a community service and for a fundraiser, the Madison County 
Youth Council is hosting a ñFreeò car wash in June.  The fun concept was 
developed by your Madison County 4-H Youth Council.  Youth council 
members will be soliciting per car pledges from community members and a 
free will donation box will be available for patrons the day of the carwash.  All 
proceeds will go towards trips and activities sponsored by the Madison 
County 4-H Youth Council.  Look for more information to come in the next 
newsletter! 

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT 4 -H STORY OR NEWS FOR OTHER MADISON 4-HôERS? 
We (leaders, extension staff, superintendents, etc.) to get you all of the information you need to get in-
volved and have a great experience in Madison County 4-H.  If you or your club have any write-ups that 
you would like to share about successful activities or programs you are working with, feel free to share 
them.  Simply write up a story or marketing piece for the event or activity and send it to 
mdeppe@iastate.edu.  Weôre always happy to share great news about 4-H activities in Madison County.  
Currently we have a 4-H E-update list, the newsletter and our website for places to publish.  Our hopes 
are to expand more towards web based publication with more topics in the near future.  For more infor-
mation or if you have questions, please feel free to contact Matt Deppe at the Madison County Exten-
sion Office! 




