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Are you having a good journey? 
Greetings from the Extension Office!  Itôs now March and by now you 
have most likely attended at least a few of your meetings. The county fair 
is on the distant horizon in front of you and like most youth you probably 
have all sorts of things that youôre involved with.  If this is your mindset 
right now, I hope through reading this note that you will re-evaluate your 
4-H journey, at least a little bit.  I say it all the time and I mean it - ñ4-H is 
what you make of it.ò  

As one of the premier youth groups in the nation and in fact the world, 
the 4-H program is designed to provide opportunities for you to learn 
many valuable life skills that you will use in the future as an adult.  And 
what are those life skills?  The list is most likely endless.  However, 
through setting goals, exploring project and other subject areas through 
participation in all sorts of activities and experiences and reflecting on 
your annual journey, you will gain life skills and knowledge for the future.   

How you get more involved.   

It takes a community to have a 4-H program as strong as we do.  Not 
only do we have volunteers and leaders, but you and your parents are 
associated with the success of our program.  Eventually we all grow up 
and have to transition to doing things more independently.  Here are just 
a few ways you might get more involved.  

1. Identify new activities that your club and/or community might be 
interested in and work with your club leader or another adult (Parent, 
etc.) to make sure it happens. 

2. Take a project area that you are well versed in and help out younger 
project area members or give a presentation on an aspect of the 
project area. 

3. Participate in 4-H Conferences and Camps. 

Obviously the above are not the only options out there.  My point is, that 
you will reap what you sow or in other words the more you get involved 
the more you will take from your experiences. The short path is not 
always the most beneficial in completing life tasks or 4-H projects.  The 
longer path might take more time, but it also has more rewards and 
better scenery (life skills and learning opportunities).  Regardless of the 
path you take or where your journey concludes, itôs important that you 
know that you gave it your best effort and that you feel accomplished 
from the things you learn and the people you met on your journey.  Take 
time to sit down and set your path from now to the 4-H fair and beyond.  
While your path might change, overcoming obstacles usually provides for 
learning opportunities. 

GOOD LUCK ON YOUR JOURNEY!!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY SECTIONS  IN  THIS  ISSUE ...  

EVENTS  ABROAD 2 

COUNTY  EVENTS  AND  

N EWS  
3 

VOLUNTEER & PARENT  PAGE 4 

MADISON  COUNTY  YOUTH  

COUNCIL  N EWS   
5 

4-H Challenges 5 

Horsing Around  6 

Livestock/Pet  7 

Scholarships  8 

Refrigerator Reference  9 

4-H E-UPDATES  
Would your family like to receive 
regular e-updates on activities 
and events related to 
the Madison County  
4-H & Youth 
program?  Send an 
email with the subject 
line ñ4H Updateò to 
mdeppe@iastate.edu.  Updates 
will include regular event 
updates as well as newsletter 
updates sent to the email of you 
choice. 

Visit Iowa State University Extension Youth & 4-H online at www.extension.iastate.edu/madison 
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4-Hôers In Action Photo Exhibition 
 

The Iowa 4-H Foundation encourages all 4-H mem-

bers to participate in the 3rd annual statewide photo 

exhibition titled, ñ4-Hôers In Action!ò  The theme 

this year is holidays and seasons, so photos submitted 

should represent this theme.  Requirements for pho-

tos include: 

* 4-Hôers In Action 

* 5x7 color photo taken after January 1, 2007 by a 

4-Hôer 

* Portrait or Landscape 

* Provide a high resolution, electronic version of 

the photo on a CD and the printed 5x7 photo 

* Reflects a 4-Hôer or group of 4-Hôers during the 

holidays or seasons 

* Include a photo story to depict what is happening 

in the photo and explain why it is the best exam-

ple of ñ4-Hôers in Action!ò from your county.  

(Captions limited to 75 words or less.)   

* Open to all 4-H members in grades 4-12.   

* You do not need to be enrolled in photography to 

participate 

 

Bring in your photo on Monday, July 13th during 

your clubs scheduled static exhibit judging time.  At 

the end of the day, the best ñ4-Hôers In Actionò photo 

will be selected to be displayed at the 2009 Iowa 

State Fair.  No premiums will be provided from the 

county or state fair, however a participation ribbon 

will be provided for the Madison Co. Fair.  

EVENTS ABROAD  

 

Central 4-H Intermediate Trip 2009  
 

Make plans to join the fun in discovering some great 

places around Minneapolis and St. Paul, June 23rd-

25th, 2009. You will meet 4-Hôers from 16 other 

counties in Central Iowa. The places youôll be visit-

ing are: Cabelaôs, Minnesota Zox, Mall of America, 

Rainforest Café, Science Museum Of Minnesota, 

Pizza Lucé, Valleyfair Amusement Park and more! 

 

Registration materials are available at the Extension 

Office. Early  registration deadline is April 30.  

Trip cost is $255. This covers all attractions, hotel, 

transportation and some meals. Register early.  If 

buses are not filled by April 30, youth who partici-

pated last year as 7th graders, may register for this 

year (must register by May 15th). 

State 4-H Conference 2009 -  

ñVoyage To Greatnessò 
 

Attention all 4-Hôers, grades 8-12!  Come and experi-

ence the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference held in Ames 

at Iowa State University on June 30 - July 2.  You 

will be able to attend workshops and participate in 

community service.  Or, maybe you would like to 

attend animal science round-up and choose various 

animals such as sheep, beef, dairy, horse or swine to 

study.   

 
Have fun in the evenings going to a formal banquet at 

Hilton Coliseum, dances, swimming and a picnic.  

During the three day conference, experience dorm 

life and make new friends from across the state.  You 

donôt have to be in 4-H to attend, so if you have 

friends you would like to invite - bring them along!   

 
Be sure to check out the upcoming newsletters with 

more information about how to register! 

2009 Summer Camp Information 
Now On-line at www.iowa4hcamp.com/

summercamp.   Twelve new camps for 2009!  

Discounts available for 4-H members, siblings, 

and early-registrations.  Camp registrations must 

be postmarked by April 1 to receive the early 

registration discount.  Financial aid forms for 

Iowa 4-H Foundation scholarships are due to 

county extension offices by May 1. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
L IVESTOCK  JUDGING? 

If you are, or know, a Madison County youth 

who would be interested in learning more 

about livestock judging please feel free to call 

the Extension or email mdeppe@iastate.edu.  

We hope to schedule some practices late spring 

and through the summer months.  During that 

time there will also be opportunities to travel to 

several contests across the area and state.   

Visit Iowa State University Extension Youth & 4-H online at www.extension.iastate.edu/madison 

http://www.iowa4hcamp.com/summercamp
http://www.iowa4hcamp.com/summercamp
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Visit Iowa State University Extension Youth & 4-H online at www.extension.iastate.edu/madison 

COUNTY EVENTS & NEWS 

ñSpring Feverò Day Camp 

Youth in grades first - third, be sure to save the dates 

for March 27 & 28!!  Molly Allen, Madison Co. Exten-

ion, and Emily Vant Hul, Madison Co. Conservation 

will again be partnering for a spring day camp!   

 

The camp will be held both days from 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

at the Nature Center in Pammel Park.  Please note that 

this camp is a one day camp, but is being offered both 

days to reach as many youth as possible!   

Communications Judging 
 

Please mark your calendars!  Communication entry 

forms are due to the Extension office by Monday, 

April 27th .  Again this year, judging will be held all 

day on Thursday, June 11 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at the 

Methodist Church in Winterset. 

 

If you would like a head start, communications entry 

forms are available at the Extension office or online 

at www.extension.isatate.edu/madison/kidsteens.htm.   

 

Boatload Of Fun 
Attention 4-Hôers: get ready for a boatload of fun! 

The Jefferson-Lee Jades 4-H club will be hosting a 

countywide workshop that is sure to be a blast for all 

ages! This workshop will take place at the old com-

munity building on Sunday, April 19. The excitement 

begins at 2:00 PM. The focus of this workshop is to 

play games and participate in activities that encour-

age and build life skills. More details to follow soon! 

Spring Fever Day Camp 

*Please note this is a one-day camp being offered on two different 

dates to accommodate as many youth as possible. Please choose 

either Friday or Saturday when registering.  

    Who: Open to youth grades 1-3 

    When: Friday, March 27, OR  

  Saturday March 28, 2009* 

  9:00 am-Noon 

    Where: Pammel Park Nature Center 

    Cost: $15.00 

Questions? Call 515.462.1001 or email 
mlallen@iastate.edu. 

Please check the camp your child will be attending:  

 

Childôs Name_____________________________  

Grade ______  Boy ____   Girl ____  

Mailing Address 

_________________________________________  

Email  _________________________________ 

Phone #______________________  

I give my child permission to participate in Spring Fever Day Camp.  Should 

an emergency arise during the program, I may be reached at                     

(         ) ________________.  A second contact person is 

________________________________ at                                        

(          ) ______________________.  In the event neither can be reached, 

I give permission to the program presenters to seek appropriate medical 

attention.  (Please attach an explanation if your child has any food allergies or 

special needs to be taken into consideration when planning snacks and activi-

ties.)  I understand that photos taken during this camp may be used in public-

ity produced for ISU Extension, Madison County and/or Madison County 

Conservation,  including their websites.  

  

Parent / Guardian signature  

_________________________________________  

___ Friday, March 27, 2009 (9 am-Noon) 

___ Saturday, March 28, 2009 (9 am-Noon) 

Please return completed registration form and 

payment by March 20th  to:  

Madison County Conservation,             

PO Box 129, Winterset, IA  50273.  

When:  Sat, Apr 4, 2009 (9 amï 10 am) 

Where:  Madison County Extension Office  

Topic:   Educational babysitting videos: 
  brainstorming and planning 
Who:   Youth babysitters 6th grade and up 

NEW MEMBERS  

WELCOME!!!  
  

REMINDER!REMINDER!REMINDER!    

Madison County Babysitting Club Madison County Babysitting Club Madison County Babysitting Club    

April MeetingApril MeetingApril Meeting    

Questions? Call Madison County Extension 
at 515 -462 -1001, or email 

mlallen@iastate.edu.  
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VOLUNTEER & PARENT PAGE  

Make your club more vibrant and get ideas from other counties - 2009 Spring 

Volunteer Training  
 

On March 26th, 2009 Madison County 4-H leaders and volunteers are invited to our 2009 Spring Volunteer 

Training.  We will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. and the location will be announced via email and postcard in the 

next couple weeks.  
 

This springôs topic is a compliment to the club vibrancy training that we held last fall.  Even though the topic is 

the same, Iôm sure you agree that this is definitely a topic that has many different facets.   

Canôt make it on the 26th of March? 
 

For those of you that canôt make it to the training on the 26th of March there will also be an opportunity for you 

to attend the same training with the same facilitators in Warren County on April 28th in Warren County.  We 

hope this additional option will allow you to not only fit a face to face training into your schedule, but to see 

what other counties currently are doing in this area. 
 

As always, if you would prefer to take the training online, visit www.extension.iastate.edu/4hvolunteers.  If you 

have any questions, contact Matt at the Extension office at 515-462-1001.   

PARENTôS CORNER - Involvement in your youthôs 4-H experience.  

Thank you for becoming part of the Madison 

County 4-H program.  Each year we receive many 

different questions from both new and well 

seasoned 4-H parents related to a wide array of 

topics.  In each case, a volunteer, leader or staff 

member do their best to provide the solution or 

assistance.  After all we want your familyôs 4-H 

experience to lead to many positive happenings in 

your youthôs life. 

One example that Iôd like to discuss briefly is the 

importance of your involvement in your youthôs 

experiences in the Madison County 4-H program.  

The Madison County Youth program reaches over 

280 youth grades 4-12 and 70 youth K-3.  While we 

rely on and appreciate all of the hours leaders and 

other volunteers put in, ultimately, your youthôs 

experiences rely on your involvement.    Your 

actions and involvement often effect the 

involvement and participation of your youth in the 

4-H program.  As a result, there are a few things 

you might think about as you continue on your 

journey in Madison County 4-H, learning valuable 

life skills and creating positive memories that will 

last forever. 

To the right are a few points to think about as you 

move onward in your 4-H journey.  Take some time 

to read through the topics and please feel free to 

call with any questions.  With your assistance and 

support, Iôm sure youôll agree that your youths 

future is better because of your familyôs 

involvement in Madison County 4-H. 

1. Set Goals 
 Setting true goals are a difficult concept for 

many youth to grasp.  When setting goals help 

your youth select goals that are a challenging 

but reachable.  Ensure goals set are under their 

control by their actions throughout the year 

and not as much in the control of others.  One 

example of a goal that really isnôt in their 

control would be ñTo have the grand champion 

steer at the county fairò as the ultimate 

decision is based on someone else's 

perspective.  After goals are set, assist your 

youth in making a plan of attack to reach the 

goals identified. 

2. Get Involved 
 Obviously we hope that you take every 

opportunity to challenge and assist your 

youthôs personal growth throughout their years 

in 4-H.  We also hope that you stick around 

during meetings and activities not only to learn 

about club and program activities and events, 

but additionally to assist the volunteers and 

staff associated with various events.   

3. Encourage 
 Every youth needs a little encouragement and 

positive support from time to time.  Similarly, 

every youth gets frustrated from time to time.  

Your encouragement during difficult times and 

situations will both help your youth reach their 

goals and learn from their mistakes. 



Page 5 - March, 2009 4-H Clover Connection 

 

MADISON COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL NEWS 

Geraniums Sale Canceled! 
 

After checking into pricing and 

availability of plants, the Madison 

County 4-H Youth Council has decided 

to cancel their upcoming Geranium 

Sale.   

 

In place of this fund raiser, the group 

has decided to put together a FREE car 

wash in June of 2009.  Please look for 

more information to come in future 

correspondences. 

Spring Area Council Retreat 
 

Mark the date, Saturday March 28th, 1 p.m. ï Sunday March 29th, 11 a.m. to attend the spring Central Area 4

-H Council Retreat! Youth 9th ï 12th grade are welcome to register for this event that is open to 4-Hôers from 

Central Iowa. The retreat will be held at the State 4-H Center near Madrid.  

 

The purpose of a retreat and area council is to bring     4-Hôers together from the central area of Iowa to have fun 

and make friends. Also during the retreat you will be sharpening your skills of leadership, citizenship and 

communication skill. Overall you will be taking steps to make 4-H more vibrant. 

To register or ask questions, contact Jeff Macomber,    4-H Youth Field Specialist (Area Council co-advisor), 

ISU Extension ï Dallas County at jmacombe@iastate.edu, 515-993-4281 (work) or 515-975-2677 (cell). 

Registration deadline is March 16th. The cost for the weekend is $15. This fee covers lodging, meals and 

activities. 

NOT FOR 

SALE 

4-H Challenges  - To Youth, Families & Leaders  

Challenge #1 - 4-H in the MOVIES  
Are you, your club, or other 4-H group putting together a community service or other 

activity that youôd like to tape and show others in our county?  Are you interested in 

putting together some basic ñHow TOò videos related to record keeping, a project or other 

4-H related materials?  If you answered yes to either of these or have other 4-H activities 

that youôd like to put on video, please email mdeppe@iastate.edu.   

Challenge #2 ï 4-H Cookbook Sale Winners - January to March 
As announced in the February newsletter, the Youth & 4-H committee is sponsoring a 

cookbook contest for all clubs to participate in.  Because of your efforts, the 36 more 

cookbooks were sold between the January and March meetings of the Youth & 4-H 

Committee.  The winning club this time was the Ohio Future Feeders, who sold a total 

of 21 cookbooks during the time period.  As a reward for their efforts, they have won a 

movie theatre night, pizza party or event of their choosing of equal or lesser value. - 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  

 

The next meeting of the Madison County Youth & 4-H meeting is the first part of 

May, 2009.  Between now and the May meeting, the rules change.  During March 

and April clubs are to sell as many cookbooks as possible.  The minimum number of cookbooks for clubs 

to sell in order to be eligible for the contest is 12, however, the winner will be chosen based on the 

average number of cookbooks sold per club member. - GOOD LUCK!!!   

Visit Iowa State University Extension Youth & 4-H online at www.extension.iastate.edu/madison 

mailto:jmacombe@iastate.edu
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Horsing Around  

Annual Horse Project Tack Auction , 

PIE AUCTION & SILENT AUCTION  
This annual fund raiser will be held on Saturday, 

March 14 at the community building.  This year we 

have added a pie auction and a silent auction.  Items 

donated so far include a quilt, carpet cleaning, an 

EZall Wash System, riding lessons, 

a framed Cartoon Drawing by 

Randy Wheeler, and a photo 

session with an equine 

photographer.  Doors open at 5 pm, 

silent auction begins at 5:30 pm 

with live auction beginning at 6 

pm.  Pork Loin sandwiches as well 

as other goodies will be served at the food stand. 

Horse Project Work Days Scheduled 
The horse project will have 2 workdays at Wildwood 

Hills Ranch as a community service project.  The 

dates are March 15 and April 18 beginning at 1 pm.  

Please consider doing your part and help out at least 

one of these days.  Thanks. 

2009 Roping /Goat Tying Practice Dates Set 
Dates are now set for the upcoming horse project 

year.  If you plan to participate in ranch roping, 

breakaway roping, or goat tying practices will be 

held at the Russ Parker arena beginning at 1 pm on 

each of the following dates. Roping and goat tying 

practice is sponsored by the horse project. If you 

have questions, contact RW Smith at 515-993-5159. 

March 28 RESCHEDULED to April 3, 6:30 pm 

April 25; May 30; June 27 

July 11- County Fair Roping & Goat Tying  Time 

TBA  

Veterinary Services Available at 

Remaining Safety Clinics 
For the convenience of our horse project families, 

Winterset Veterinary Center will be on hand from 

12:30 pm-2:00 pm at our March 8, April 18, and May 

17 safety clinics for routine 

vaccinations and worming.  

They have put a package 

together that includes a 4-way 

(EEE, WEE, tetanus, 

influenza), rabies, west nile 

virus, and worming for 

$50.00.  Other products will 

be available upon request.  

Additional horses are welcome. 

Good Luck to Horse Project Youth 
Several horse project youth will be 

competing at the Horse Jamboree in 

Ames on March 28 & 29.  Contests 

in which they will be competing in 

include hippology, horse quiz bowl, 

grooming team, public speaking, and other horseless 

horse categories.  Youth that will be participating 

include Sarah & Hannah Puderbaugh, Cicily Hook, 

Kelsey Patience, Taylor Hildreth, Sadie Archer, Zane 

Peters, Abbey Smith, Savanah Farrell, Jessica 

Hanrahan, Austin Bond, Jake Kinsey, Anna Garcia, 

Rachel Riley, Emily Rucker, Michael Garcia, and 

Maddie Hagerty.  Good Luck! 

Hippology Class Are Under Way 
The horse education class will take place at St. Josephs 

Parish Hall, 603 W. Green, Winterset from 6:30 ï 8:00 

pm on the following dates: March 9 & 30, and April 

13 & 27.  If you have questions, you may call Jana 

Peters @462-4177.  

Horse Project Fruit Delivery 
THANK YOU TO THE HORSE PROJECT YOUTH 

AND FAMILIES THAT SOLD FRUIT.  Over 600 

boxes of fruit were sold---Way to go!  You should be 

at the community building by noon or slightly before 

to help unload fruit on March 14.  

Please bring the money that you have 

collected from your fruit sales.  If you 

are NOT ABLE TO PICK UP YOUR 

FRUIT, make arrangements for 

someone else to pick it up for you.  

Thanks. 

Horsemanship Workshops Offered by 

Horse Project & Wildwood Hills Ranch 
 

A series of horsemanship workshops will be offered 

to Madison County 4-H horse project members with 

the purpose of improving horse handling and riding 

skills.  The workshops were limited to 20 riders and 

horses; there are a few spots still available.  If they 

are not filled by Madison County youth, the 

remaining spots will be offered to youth from other 

counties.  Please feel free to audit if you are 

interested.  The workshops are FREE to Madison 

County 4-H Horse Project members.  Dates and 

details are as follows: 
 

April 26, 2009 Horsemanship for All Disciplines;     
9 am- 4 pm 

Guest Clinician, Janell Ward will work with youth on 

pattern classes including trail, horsemanship, and 

reining in addition to show ring performance. 

For more information on 4-H Horse & Pony Events go to  www.madisoncountyhorseproject.org .  
  

http://www.madisoncountyhorseproject.org/


Page 7 - March, 2009 4-H Clover Connection 

 

LIVESTOCK/PET PROJECT NEWS  

2008-09 LIVESTOCK DATES  
 

All weigh-ins are held at the Madison County Fair 

Grounds.   

 

FSQA Training:  Sat., March 14, 2009 

   8 - 10 a.m. (ages 9-11) 

   8:30 - 10 a.m.  TEST OUT 

   10 a.m. - 12 noon (ages 12-18) 

 

Swine Weigh-In:  Sat., April 4, 2009 

   9 - 11 a.m. 

 

Sheep Weigh-In:  Sat., May 2, 2009 

   8 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

 

Livestock IDs due: Friday, May 15, 2009 

   (No IDs - 4-H & FFA - will 

   be accepted after 5 p.m.) 

 

Fair Entry Period:  May 1 - June 5, 2009 

 

Iowa 4-H Food Safety and Quality       

Assurance Program (FSQA) 

Questions & Answers 
  

Why FSQA? 

Ý Ý Iowa 4-Hôers produce over 13 million lbs. of 

meat each year, that all goes into the American 

food supply 

Ý Ý Consumers expect a safe, high quality food 

product. 

Ý Ý 4-Hôers need to know the food production 

rules and follow them exactly. 
  

What is FSQA?  

Ý Ý The FSQA program focuses on seven Good 

Production Practices that help ensure the safety 

of the food you produce. 

Ý Ý When 4-Hôers meet the 4-H FSQA certifica-

tion, they also meet the Beef Quality and Pork 

Quality Assurance certification. 
  

Who needs FSQA? 

Ý Ý All youth exhibiting swine, beef, sheep, dairy, 

poultry, rabbit or goat at the Madison County 

Fair or Iowa State Fair. 

Can I test out? 

Ý Ý  Youth ages 12 to 18 by January 1, 2009 are 

allowed to test out of the intermediate and senior 

levels. 

Beginning September 30, 2008, 4-Hôers exhibiting 

beef, meat goats, poultry, swine and sheep (and animals 

that may not be sold until years down the road = dairy 

cattle, dairy goats and breeding stock) need to have a 

COOL affidavit or documentation from your seller.  

There are 2 main types of livestock, Type A; those born 

& raised in the U.S. and Type B; those born in a for-

eign county but fed/harvested in the U.S.  Though most 

4-H animals will be type A, itôs important to have an 

affidavit or documentation on hand in case of a audit.  

A sample affidavit is available for 4-Hôers at 

www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/Agriculture/documents/

cool.pdf.  For questions, contact Matt at the Extension 

office at 515-462-1001.   

  

Poultry Project Planning 
 

Itôs time to be planning your poultry 

projects for 2009.  How about expand-

ing your poultry project with a static 

exhibit project?  You could learn about different 

breeds, types or color patterns of feathers, egg quality 

or a host of other topics.  If you are planning to order 

chicks to show at the fair, now is the time to order 

them.  Chicks hatched between March 26 and April 

23 will be old enough to show well at the fair, but 

young enough not to need Pullorum-Typhoid testing.  

Whether you order your chicks or buy them from a 

store, be sure to get ñCountry-of-Originò documenta-

tion.  Poultry exhibitors also need to be FSQA certi-

fied.  Time spent in planning your project now will 

pay off at fair time! 
 

If you are planning a poultry project and have not received 

a postcard from the poultry project this year, please call 

Laura Bertelson, so we have you on the mailing list. 

 

Questions?  Call Superintendents Laura Bertelson (515-

981-9269) or Colleen Haglan-Lynch  (515-462-2577) 

More Livestock and Pet Project information on Page 9 

Upcoming Goat Project Workshop(s) 
If you are currently enrolled in or 

possibly want to learn more about 

the 4-H goat project, please make 

sure to watch your mail and this 

newsletter for future dates.   

In the mean time please feel free to 

send your questions related to goat production and 

other project area topics to Matt Deppe @ 

mdeppe@iastate.edu. 


