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You, the out of school professional, have been se-
lected to receive this new professional newslet-
ter—focused on getting ready for summer. Look
for monthly editions leading up to June 2012.

This edition features: Project Based Learning (PBL)

Project Based Learning is:

Project based learning is an approach to learning
focused on inquiry. Youth voice is a large part of
the design of the project. This method allows youth
to practice communication, teamwork, and critical
thinking/problem solving. Hands on learning is at
the heart of this method.

Specially effective for:

Elementary-High School youth. Younger youth need
shorter projects while older youth need longer pro-
jects.

Making Project Based Learning Work:

Planning begins with student interest. What ques-
tions do youth have? What interests youth in your
program? What can they design, produce or per-
form? This month you can start by surveying inter-
ests, conduct discussions, vote and maintain a list of
qguestions from your participants. Use their inter-
ests to collect materials, websites and local re-
sources for them to use this summer.

Create the Driving Question

A driving question comes from your student’s curi-
osity and interests. Youth create their project to
answer their driving question.
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The question is open ended, relevant, authentic,

provocative, requires content knowledge and 21st

century skills (like communication, team work,
problem solving).

Good driving questions:

are open ended and go to the heart of a topic
are challenging

can arise from real world dilemmas that youth
find interesting

are consistent with curriculum

Sample questions for elementary youth:

What would my life be like as a lady bug?

How do we plan a vacation to Hawaii?

During the project:

Activities are hands on

Relate to the driving question

Engaging, messy and team work focused
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Celebrate with a Culminating Event

Organize a celebration event that showcases a
product demonstrating students’ learning:

e Youth share their answer to the driving question
e May be something youth do or create

e Demonstrate content/skills learned

e Motivating and rewarding

Examples include: video, play, collage, website,
song, proposal, panel discussion . This celebration
helps youth refine their life skills in communication,
leadership, and team building.

Tools to success for teachers:

http://ostprojects.wordpress.com/forms/

Find the forms and templates that will help you
structure your PBL program. You can use the Power
Point program to provide training to your staff!

Check Out These Videos about PBL

Visit www.edutopia.org and search for:

e From worms to wall street (elementary)

e Five year olds pilot their own learning
(elementary)

o Wetland Watchers (middle school)

Notice how each showcases PBL and its outcomes.

Research says:

Students are more excited about learning, because
in the PBL process, they design what they want to
learn. Research has also shown improvement in
test scores by using a PBL approach. PBL also gives
youth the chance to work together to learn and
solve problems—something they will have to do as
adults.

Next month’s Third Semester Topic:

Goal Setting and Evaluating Summer

References:

www.edutopia.org (This site was started by
George Lucas—creator of STAR WARS)

http://ostprojects.wordpress.com (National Sum-
mer Learning Association Conference 2011 by
Karen Smuck Tylek) Site also has sample projects
too.

http://www.hightechhigh.org/projects/

http:eduscapes.com/tap/topic43.htm (Shows dif-
ferences between project-based, problem based,
and inquiry-based learning.)

... and justice for all

Let’s Talk More About The Third Semester!

Ask for a free conference call about this topic!
Ann Torbert
lowa State University Extension

Urban 4-H Youth Specialist Program Specialist
3279 7th Ave., Suite 140

Marion, IA 52302

319-377-9839 atorbert@iastate.edu

Ann’s background includes 20 years experience in
youth development, professional development of
out of school providers, creating kits, as well as
working with staff to carry out a 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Center program at Johnson Ele-
mentary School (STARS).
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