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 Community Resources
Use local experts for talks, tours and presentations for your club meetings.  Find out how these people started in their jobs.  Use the topic suggestions as starters of what they might talk about.  

Each person can be asked…

What education is needed for their job and what are the opportunities available? 

What do you like/dislike about your job?

What are the biggest challenges/rewards about your job?

If you were in 4-H, did your 4-H experience influence your career choice?  How/why?

Agronomist

1. What do you do as an agronomist?

2. What is the most successful way to take a soil test?  Why should you soil test?

3. How do you determine field losses at harvest?

4. How do you select the right variety when purchasing seed/chemicals?

Antique Dealer

1. How did you get started as an antique dealer?

2. What do you collect?  Furniture, glassware, baseball cards?

3. What are some items that are easy to start collecting?

4. How should you display a collection?

5. How should you preserve or restore antiques?

6. Where do you find antiques/collectibles?

7. How do you know what your collectibles/antiques are worth?

Automotive Mechanic/Dealer
1. What are some good vehicle maintenance tips?  How often should you change oil, rotate tires?

2. What should you do to winterize your car?

3. What should you look for in a used/new car?

4. What are some new features in cars?

Auctioneer

1. How did you get started as an auctioneer?

2. What happens during an auction? What are the steps from start to finish?

3. How many other people are needed to run an auction?

4. What are the easiest/hardest things to sell? 
5. What are some of the most unusual/exciting things you have had to sell?

Banker

1. What is the proper/safe way to write a check?  How do you keep a bankbook (checkbook) balance?

2. What is a debit card?  How is it different from a credit card?  What are some safety tips for using a debit card?

3. What are the steps to getting a loan? (For 4-H projects, car, crops)

4. How to you get and keep a good credit rating?  Who checks on your credit rating?  Why?

5. What is the cost of living in Sioux County?  How does it compare to other areas?

6. What is considered a “good” income for our cost of living expenses?  (Rent, utilities, house payments, insurance, etc.)

Barber/Hair Stylist/Beautician

1. Can you show us some examples of hair and skin care products?  What do you recommend?

2. What are the cutting techniques you learned in school?

3. What are some of the supplies, materials you need to get started?

4. What are some of the new trends in hair and makeup?

Bowling Alley

1. How do you keep score?

2. What are some unique challenges in your business?

Bed and Breakfast 

1. How do you get started as a Bed and Breakfast?

2. How and where do you advertise?

3. What are some of the services you offer your guests?

4. What do you like about running a Bed and Breakfast?

5. What are some challenges about running a Bed and Breakfast?

6. How is your Bed and Breakfast different than a motel?

Bicycle Store/Bike Repair/Bike Club member
1. What are some bike safety rules?
2. What are the bicycle hand signals?

3. What are some tips for buying a bicycle?

4. How much does an average bike cost?  

5. What are some of the differences in bicycles?  Mountain bike, street bike, tandem bike, recumbent?

6. How do you plan a bike trip/preparation/supplies/safety?

Butcher

1. What are some of the most popular cuts of meat?  Why? 

2. What are some of the most expensive cuts?  Why?

3. What are some of the safety considerations for your business?

4. What kind of education do you need to be a butcher/meat cutter?

5. What are some tips for cooking different meat cuts?  

6. What are good grilling cuts?

7. How do you trim meat cuts?

City Mayors/City Council member
1. What are your job responsibilities and duties?

2. What are some of the expectations and/or responsibilities of us as citizens?

3. What is the process for making/changing city law and ordinances?

4. How do city residents request for changes?

5. Why did you run for mayor/city council?

Chemical Applicator/Sales

1. What are some safety/health concerns about your job?

2. How do you calibrate a sprayer?

3. Who does crop scouting and what does that involve?

4. Do you need a special license to be a chemical applicator?

5. What are some new products for weed/insect control?

Chiropractor

1. How do you do a chiropractic exam?  What are you checking?

2. What kind of symptoms should you look for and report to your chiropractor?

3. What kind of treatments do you offer?

Computer Specialist/Salesman/Technician

1. What should you look for when buying a computer?

2. What special features are worth the money?  What are not?

3. What are some of the basic software you recommend?

4. What is the difference between hardware and software?

5. What is the Internet?  How do you get connected?

6. What are some of the new things coming in computers?

Construction/Contractor

1. What are some things to consider when mixing/pouring concrete?

2. What are some of the building supplies, materials, tools, you need?  Where do you get them?

3. What are some home care/repair maintenance tips?

4. What do you recommend for siding/insulation/windows?  What should be considered?

5. What is the difference between a contractor and a general contractor?  

Cellular Phone Dealer

1. What is the difference between digital and analog?  What do you recommend?

2. What is the difference in phone available?  What do you recommend?

3. What is a service contract?  What are some of the options available?  What do you recommend?

4. What do you recommend if someone has a problem with their phone or phone service?

Conservation Officer

1. What are some gun safety rules?

2. Can you show some examples of fur specimens?

3. Can you show examples of animal tracks?

4. What age do you need a hunting/fishing license?  Where do you get one?

5. Where can you go for hunter safety classes?  What age do you have to be to attend?

Drapery/Window Treatments

1. What do you think about when you decide what to do with a window(s)?

2. What kind of fabric works/doesn’t work for windows?

3. What are the trends in window treatment?

4. Are there any safety concerns with window treatments?

5. What do you look at in a room for style/color etc.?

Dentist

1. What are some basic teeth/gum care recommendations?

2. How often should you visit a dentist?

3. What foods are good/bad for your teeth?

4. What does fluoride/calcium do for your teeth?

Doctor

1. What does a basic physical involve?  How often should you have a physical?

2. What can you tell us about basic skin care and our health/eating/cleansing habits?

3. What do you like/dislike about your job as a doctor?

4. When/why did you decide to be a doctor?

5. What is the biggest health problem in Sioux County?  Is it the same as other areas?

Day Care Provider

1. What are some of the rules for being a licensed day care provider?  Who makes the rules and checks on your day care?

2. What are some safety considerations for a day care?

3. What is the difference between a day care center and a preschool?

4. What kind of education/experience do you need to be a day care provider?

Engineer

1. What kind of projects/jobs do you do?

2. What kind of education did you need to become an engineer?

3. What are the differences in the types of jobs engineers do?  What is the same?

Electrician (Individual electrician or electric company)

1. How to you wire a series and/or parallel circuit?  What is the difference in how they are used?

2. Can you demonstrate how to wire a single, 2-way, and 3-way switches?

3. What are some safety tips with electricity and wiring?

Extension Staff

1. What are the different job opportunities in Extension?

2. Why is Extension important to an individual or community?

3. What do you do in your job as a director/field specialist/youth coordinator?

4. Does every Extension office operate the same?  

5. What is the Extension Council and what do they do?

Farm Equipment Dealer/Repair
1. What are some of the new models of tractors/combines and their features?  Why would you want these new features?

2. What are some basic maintenance rules for tractors and other farm equipment?

3. What are some of the career opportunities in this field?  What are the educational requirements?

4. What are some safety rules with farm equipment?

Feed Sales

1. How do you determine the nutritional needs of livestock at different stages?

2. Feed ingredients – what is normally used and what can be substituted?

3. Can you show examples of feed rations and components in feed rations?

4. What is the difference between, ground corn, rolled, cracked, whole?  When is each used?

5. How do you read a feed tag?

Fire Fighter

1. What are some fire prevention devices for our homes/farms?  Fire alarms, extinguishers, fire escape plans, etc.

2. What kind of fire fighting equipment do you use?

3. What are the procedures you follow when responding to a fire call?

4. What do you recommend for fire prevention home safety checks?
Financial Advisor/Marketing Advisor

1. What are stocks/bonds and why do companies sell them?

2. What do I need to keep for financial records and how long do I need to keep them?

3. What is a contract?

4. How do I know if something is a good investment?

5. What kinds of investments are considered high/low risks?

Florist/Greenhouse 

1. Can you demonstrate some flowing arranging ideas?

2. What are some tips for keeping fresh cut flowers longer?

3. What are some tips for caring for live plants in your home?

4. Can you identify some of the common flowers used in arrangements?

5. What are some of the things to consider about flowers and greenery when making a fresh arrangement?

6. Can you demonstrate some floral arrangements using silk flowers?

7. What are some new trends in floral arranging?  

Furniture Restoration/Upholstery
1. What are the steps to restoring furniture?  Wood finish?  Fabric?

2. How do you choose the right finish/fabric?

3. What products do you recommend for refinishing wood furniture?

4. How do you get a nice smooth finish on wood furniture?

5. What do you use to restore old cushions?

Gardener

1. What are some basic planting instructions about when/where/transplanting, etc.?

2. What do you recommend for weed and insect control?  Chemicals/natural?

3. How do you harvest and process your garden produce?

4. Do you participate in a Farmers Market?  What does that involve?

5. What is a community garden?  

Grain Elevators/Grain Dealers 

1. How do you contract crops?

2. How do you prepare grain for storage/shipment?

3. What kind of markets do you have for the grain? (Value-added options, alternative crops)

4. How do you ship grain in and out?

Hardware Store

1. Can you show examples of different kinds of nails/screws and how/when they are used?

2. Do you do paint mixing and matching?  What does that involve?

3. Do you repair screens/windows?

4. How should I select the right wood for a project?

5. Do you need to know how to repair/fix things to work at a hardware store?

Hospital

1. What are some of the medical services available at the hospital?  What are some new services you offer?
2. Do you have connections to any larger hospital or medical services/specialists?

3. What happens when someone comes into the emergency room?

4. Do you offer rehabilitation services?

5. What is the difference from a medical doctor, physician’s assistant, nurse practitioner?  

6. What are some of the same-day surgery services you offer?

7. What is the difference between a (Chief Financial Officer) CFO and a (Chief Operations Officer) COO?

8. Do you hire professional EMT’s or are they volunteers?  How do you become an EMT?

Hobbyist

1. Where do you get your supplies?

2. What materials do you need to get started?

3. If sales are possible, how do you sell things and where do you sell them?

a. Cross stitching

b. Woodworking

c. Plants and gardening

d. Sewing

e. Bird watching

f. Rocketry

g. Quilting

h. Astronomy

i. Archery

j. Hunting

k. Fishing

l. Alternative farming – ostrich, emu, buffalo, bee keeping, llama

Interior Painter/Wall Paper 
1. Can you demonstrate some of the new techniques in painting?

2. What is the basic equipment you need for you job?

3. Do you have some good clean-up tips?

4. What are some of the challenges about hanging wallpaper?

5. What are some basic rules/tips for wallpapering?

6. What do recommend for removing wallpaper?

7. What do you recommend for covering over dark walls or areas with mildew?

Interior Decorator

1. How do you begin with a decorating project?

2. Is it easier/harder to decorate a new/old home?

3. What should I do to get ready to work with a decorator?

4. What do you do when someone has very different decorating taste/style than you do?

5. Why would someone hire a decorator?

6. How do I know who I want to work with as a decorator?

Insurance Sales

1. What are some basic things to look for in auto/health/home insurance?

2. What are some of the reasons for differences in premium rates?

3. How do I file a claim?

4. What is renters insurance and what does it cover?

5. How do I know what my insurance covers?

6. What does depreciation/replacement value mean?

7. Do I need a list of everything in my house?

Landfill

1. What things can be put in the trash collection and what things should be recycled?

2. What happens when someone brings trash to the landfill?

3. What is the life expectancy of a landfill and what happens when it is full?

4. What are some other options for trash disposal?  What are the benefits or drawbacks to each?

Lawn Mower/Small Engine Repair

1. How often should you sharpen your mower blade?  

2. What should I do to winterize my lawn mower?

3. How do you tune the engine on a lawn mower?

4. What do you recommend for weed eaters/trimmers?
Lawyer/Attorney

1. What does a lawyer do?  Who hires a lawyer?

2. Is every lawyer considered a trial lawyer?  

3. What happens before/during a trial?

4. Can you give examples and explain some common legal documents, like wills, trusts, contracts, etc.?

5. What does it mean if you are a court appointed attorney?  Pro bono?

Librarian

1. How can I find specific information for a school/4-H project or report?

2. What is the lending library (inner library loan) and how would I use it?

3. How do you decide to add/remove books from the library?

4. Does someone read all the books before you add them to the library?

5. What are some of the other things your library offers besides books/videos/magazines?

Livestock Buyer

1. What do you look for when animals are delivered?

2. What is the difference between selling on grade or yield?

3. What does it mean to “contract” livestock?

4. How do you determine your bid and why are discounts given?

Livestock Producer (Pork, Beef, Sheep, Dairy, Poultry)

1. How does someone get started as a producer?

2. What are some of the basic things you need to know about animal care/

3. What are some safety issues for producers?

4. How do you decide how to market your livestock?

5. How do you decide on sire selection for your breeding stock?

6. What are the requirements for registering purebred livestock?

7. Do you use electronic ID?  Why/Why not?

Local Organizations

1. What is your organization and how does it differ from other similar organizations?

2. Who can join and how do you become a member?

3. How are you involved in the community?  

4. What are some of the community projects in which your organization has been involved?

a. Farm Bureau

b. Jaycees

c. Optimist Club

d. Kiwanis

e. Lions Club

f. Rotary Club

g. Chamber of Commerce

h. Big Brothers/Big Sisters

i. PTA (Parent Teacher Association)
Newspaper – Editor, reporter, photographer

1. How (who decides) do you decide what goes into your newspaper?

2. What do you need to know to write a good news story?

3. What do they mean when a story is called a “human interest” story?

4. How can you become a news reporter?

5. What kind of pictures are good news pictures?

6. How are news articles different from TV/radio news reports?

7. How has the Internet changed the news business?

Nursery/Lawn Care/Landscape

1. What are some things I should consider when planning to landscape my lawn?

2. How do you decide what to stock in your nursery?

3. Do you help people with landscape plans?

4. What do you recommend for basic lawn care?  Weed control and fertilizer?

5. Can people over-fertilize their lawns?

6. How can I identify a plant or tree I saw in someone’s yard?

7. Does it work to plant things that are not recommended for our temperature zone?

8. Do your plants come with some kind of guarantee?

Nursing Home

1. What are some ways community members can help nursing home residents?

2. What are some talents/skills/knowledge that residents have that could help 4-H’ers?

3. What are some of the jobs at a nursing home?

Pet Grooming/Supplies/Food

1. How do you know how to groom different pets?

2. What are some basic supplies and equipment needed for professional groomers?  Pet owner?

3. What should you look for in pet food?

Photographer

1. Did you have any special training to be photographer?

2. What do you look for in a camera?  Do you prefer a digital or a traditional film camera?
3. What are some of the other equipment you need besides a camera?

4. What are some background/lighting/posing tips?

5. What makes a good photograph?

6. What is the difference between doing portrait photography, scenery or action photography?

7. What is your favorite part of being a photographer?  Least favorite or most challenging?

Plumber/Heating and Cooling Contractor

1. How do you install a sink faucet?

2. What are some basic tips for furnace and air conditioning maintenance and care?

3. How do you repair a leak in a pipe?

4. What are some of the new items for home plumbing/heating/cooling?

5. What are some of the different types of heating/cooling systems?  What do you recommend?

Post Office

1. What are commemorative stamps?

2. What is the proper way to address and package mail?

3. What are some of the mailing options?  When would you need them?

4. What is the proper way to package mail, so it arrives safely?

Police Officer/Sheriff

1. What happens when someone call 911?

2. What are some personal safety recommendations?

3. What do you do when you investigate a crime or crime scene?

4. What do you recommend for protection from personal theft? (Bicycles, computers, Christmas gifts, cars/car stereos)

Radio Station

1. How do you make a radio news report tape/story?

2. What are the different job opportunities at a radio station?

3. How does a radio station decide what kind of format it will follow?

4. How does a radio station make money?

Real Estate Agent

1. What should you look for when viewing a house or apartment?

2. What are the steps for a first time renter?  First time home buyer?
3. What questions should you ask before making a final agreement to rent or buy?

4. What are closing costs?  Who pays them the buyer or seller?

5. What is an appraisal?  What is an assessment?

Retail Store Owner

1. How do you hire employees?  Do you have a written job description/training period for new employees?

2. Who decided what is in your store?  Is this store locally owned or part of a chain of stores?

3. What are some of the different ways you advertise?

4. Who/how do decide on the prices and when things go on sale?

5. Can customers request certain items or special order?

Restaurant

1. How do you hire employees?  Do you have a written job description/training period for new employees?

2. Is this store locally owned or part of a chain of restaurants?

3. What are some of the different ways you advertise?

4. Who decides what is on the menu?  What do you do before you add a new menu item?

5. How do you know how much to order/make?

6. Where do you get your recipes?

7. What is the difference  between fast food, family dining, fine dining?

Teacher/Administrator

1. Who makes the rules for a school and how are the decided?

2. How can individuals effectively share their ideas/concerns?

3. What are some of your biggest challenges?

4. What is your favorite part of your job?

5. Do you need to go to school to continue to be a teacher/administrator?
6. What do they mean when they talk about different learning styles?  How do you plan your lessons to reach children with different learning styles?

Telephone Company

1. Service options – what is available for home and businesses?

2. Do you offer Internet/cellular phone service?

3. What are some common phone problems we could probably solve ourselves?

Truck Driver

1. Truck driving safety – what do you need to know about turning, backing up, changing lanes, hours you can drive?

2. Are there special requirements for different kinds of cargo?

3. What kind of driver’s license do you need?

Veterinarian

1. What do you recommend for annual care of pets? (Dogs, cats, other pets)

2. What are some signs of a sick animal?

3. How and where do you give shots to livestock?

4. Should you feed your dog (pet) special dog food?

Don’t let this list limit your ideas…ASK!  Most people are honored to be asked to talk about their job or interests.  My experience is a one-time request or short-term commitment is seldom refused.

Ask youth for ideas of people and topics…don’t limit your list to your ideas.
