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Presentation Objectives
• Highlight the ISU AgDecison Maker Web Site

• Demonstrate how the ISU ACRE Calculator Works

• Create an Example Farm in Polk County Iowa

– Examine Potential ACRE Payments at 2 Price 
Levels (90% and 85% of 2008 National Cash)

• Compare the Farm’s potential ACRE Payments to 
those if you only enroll in the DCPthose if you only enroll in the DCP

• Highlight the importance of Farm Yield Decisions, 
National Cash Prices and Revenue Guarantees 
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Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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Production Evidence & Yield Data
• Review new FSA‐658 Form for required production 
information in total bushels

• Request EZ‐156 form from FSA for Certified Acres 

B h k F Yi ld Yi ld f E l F• Benchmark Farm Yield Yields for Example Farm
– 2004: 200 Certified Soybeans Acres, 51 bu/A

– 2005: 200 Certified Corn Acres, 195 bu/A 

– 2006: 100 Certified Corn Acre, 171 bu/A

– 2006: 100 Certified Soybean Acres, 53 bu/A2006: 100 Certified Soybean Acres, 53 bu/A

– 2007: 100 Certified Corn Acres, 201 bu/A

– 2007: 100 Certified Soybean Acres, 55 bu/A

– 2008: 200 Certified Soybean Acres, 42 bu/A 

Source:  Johnson, ISU Extension, July 2009

Farm Information & Yield Data

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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Farm’s FSA Information Needed

• Example Farm: Polk County Iowa/FSA Farm #1234

• Farm’s Base Acres and Yield Information (Request 
from FSA the EZ‐156 form)from FSA the EZ 156 form)
– 100 Acre Corn Base, 100 Acre Soybean Base

– 150 bu/A Counter‐Cyclical (CC) Corn Yield

– 42 bu/A Counter‐Cyclical (CC) Soybean Yield

• 2009 through 2012 Crop Rotation Plans:
– 100 Acres of Corn and 100 Acres of Soybeans Annually

• Estimated 2009 Crop Insurance Premium Paid
– $22.67/A for Corn and $10/A for Soybeans

Source:  Johnson, ISU Extension, July 2009

Current Payment Information

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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Farm’s FSA Information Needed

• Example Farm: Polk County Iowa/FSA Farm #1234

• Farm’s Base Acres and Yield Information (Request 
from FSA the EZ‐156 form)from FSA the EZ 156 form)
– 100 Acre Corn Base, 100 Acre Soybean Base

– 150 bu/A Counter‐Cyclical (CC) Corn Yield

– 42 bu/A Counter‐Cyclical (CC) Soybean Yield

• 2009 through 2012 Crop Rotation Plans:
– 100 Acres of Corn and 100 Acres of Soybeans Annually

• Estimated 2009 Crop Insurance Premium Paid
– $22.67/A for Corn and $10/A for Soybeans

Source:  Johnson, ISU Extension, July 2009

Farm, County and Iowa Yields & 
National Average Cash Prices

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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ACRE vs. Non-ACRE Multi-Year Comparison

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/

Potential ACRE Payments 
(Prices at 90% of 2008)

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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Farm, County and Iowa & 
Lower 2009-12 Prices

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/

ACRE Payments with Low Prices
(85% of 2008)

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
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Potential ACRE Payments – Low Prices

Source:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/

ISU ACRE Calculator Strategies
• Analyze Your Own Farms by FSA Farm Number

– Create a different file name for each farm you analyze
– Print off results and highlight assumptions
Accumulate production evidence for that farm– Accumulate production evidence for that farm

• Request FSA EZ‐Form 156 for Farm Information
• Compare Your “proven yields” annually for 2004‐08 to 
the County “plug yields”

• Create different price scenarios using the “toggle 
button” 

• Make a decision regarding 2009 ACRE enrollment well in 
advance of August 14th deadline

• If you notify FSA of intent to elect/enroll a farm in ACRE, 
follow through as your DCP contract is likely void.

Source:  Johnson, ISU Extension, July 2009


