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Traci (Kordick) Erickson

Education – Nodaway Valley High School; Grand View College 2006-2007 in Des Moines, Iowa (now Grand View University); Southwestern Community College in Creston, Iowa- 3 Fast Track Courses; Missouri Western State University 2007-2010 in Saint Joseph, Missouri 

Career – Staff Nurse, RN, BSN at Nebraska Methodist Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska, on the Acute Care for Elders and Acute Rehabilitation Unit 

4-H Involvement – Summerset Stars 4-H Club (1996-2000)- Summerset Stars 4-H Club combined with the Washington Workers 4-H Club forming the Washington Stars 4-H Club- Washington Stars 4-H Club (2000-2006). I held 4-H Club Offices of President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Recreation Leader, and Photographer. Adair County 4-H Youth Council (2002-2006). I was the President of the Adair County 4-H Youth Council 2005-06. Southwest Iowa Area 4-H Council (2004-2006). Southwest Iowa Junior 4-H Camp Counselor in Madrid (2005 and 2006). National 4-H Congress Delegate in 2005. State 4-H Leadership Award in 2005. SOFA Participant in 2006. Speak Out for Operation Military Kids (2005-2006), 4-H Recordbook Evaluator 

Favorite Part of 4-H – My favorite part of 4-H was meeting people. By being on the Southwest Iowa Area 4-H Council, I was able to meet other 4-H members across the area. I was also privileged to meet even more top 4-Hers across the state when I attended National 4-H Congress in 2005. To this day, the people I met through the 4-H program are some of my closest friends.   

Life Skills Gained – The most vital life skill I gained from 4-H is communication. As a Staff RN, a positive patient outcome is the goal for each and every patient. Communicating with physicians, certified patient assistants, charge nurse/s, other staff nurses, respiratory therapists, etc., is key to promoting positive patient outcomes and key to promoting patient safety. I also gained strong organizational skills.  

Advice to 4-H’ers – Always be willing to try something new, whether it is a new project area, a new or different animal to bring to the county fair to show, or a new or different category in the communications contest to participate in. You will be amazed at what YOU can do, learn, and accomplish! 

 

