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Angela Johnston
4-H Club: Grove Champions

Career: Graphic Designer at Flynn-Wright Inc.

Education: 2005 graduate of Nodaway Valley High School, Greenfield. 2009 graduate of Grand View University having majored in Graphic Design with a minor in marketing and emphasis in entrepreneurship.

Your favorite part of 4-H: My favorite part of 4-H was the fair. It was the moment of the year to showcase EVERYTHING that you had been working towards all year long. All of your volunteer work finally pays off and all of your projects are on display for the community! 

Skills you gained or developed in 4-H that you use today: Prioritization, organization, efficiency, effectiveness, dedication, drive and passion; 4-H taught me many skills that I still apply to my life every day. 4-H helped me realize my passion for art and design. It allowed me to learn many of the basic elements of art and design at an early age allowing me to expand and grow through high school. By the time I was a sophomore in high school, I knew what my major would be in college; graphic design. 4-H taught how to prioritize and that has been a key lesson for me throughout my four-years at Grand View and now as I work at my job. 4-H taught me to set goals, no matter how high. 4-H gave me a passion and addiction for leadership. I continued my leadership roles throughout college by becoming a student ambassador, art club member, student leader and the student liaison for the Iowa Chapter of Art Director's Association. My involvement in the Art Director's Association of Iowa (ADAI) allowed me to make connections with business owners in the community, which led to internships and even the job I have now! In May 2009, following graduation, I was elected Treasurer of ADAI. Without goals, passion and drive I would not be where I am now. The economy for marketing and design was very strong 4 years ago and is now one of the most difficult fields to find a job. Regardless of the economy, I was going to find a job. 4-H taught me to go above and beyond what is asked for a project and I applied this to my job search. I created self-promotion pieces that showcased my art work and portfolio to hand deliver along with a resume and cover letter to 15 different design businesses in Des Moines. My hard work paid off. I received a call from Flynn Wright, 30 minutes after I dropped off my self -promotion asking me to come in for an interview and was hired the next day. 

Advice to current 4-H'ers. Stick with it. There are many days when it’s hard to go outside to walk the calf, finish that "bound-for-a-red" sewing project, complete your last write-up the night before judging or when your dog forgets how to sit days before the fair. But those are the instances that make 4-Hers stronger than non-4-Hers. 4-H will put you ahead of the pack. You will enter college with an excitement and confidence to meet new people, get involved and achieve your dreams; and that will set your grounds for success. Remember, connections are a necessity. Find your passion. Meet as many people
as you can. Make acquaintances. You never know who will be hiring you in the future!

