Ag Decision Maker Activity





File A3-10 and A1-20

Crop Decisions 

Name:________________________________________

Jim and Lara want to raise crops on their farm but want to estimate the potential costs involved in raising corn, soybeans, and oats in order to make a decision. 

A. List the field operations needed and the average cost per acre. Be sure to 
include all costs (drying, hauling, and so on.) 

B. You should generate the document using the computer.

C. Work in-groups of 3-4 people.

D.
Remember that all groups may not have the same field operations.
E.
Decide on the operations to perform on an acre of corn, soybeans, and oats. 

F.
Use the average custom rate schedule using the latest Iowa Custom Rate 
Guide Survey (File A3-10) and determine the approximate cost of seed, 
fertilizer, herbicide, and insurance (File A1-20 p.4,6,8)

G.
Assume corn following soybeans, soybeans following corn, and oats and


hay production- seeding year costs.

      Step 1- List all the operations needed for each crop.

      Step 2- Determine cash rent per acre.

      Step 3- Use File A3-10 to find the average custom rate schedule.

      Step 4- Use File A1-20 to find approximate seed chemical costs.

      Step 5- Use the computer to set up the data and find total costs per


acre for each enterprise.

      Step 6- Determine the best alternative for Jim and Lara

1
. . . and justice for all            

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jack M. Payne, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.

