
Reach Out Iowa supports 4-H and other youth development organizations throughout the state to involve young people in community based service-learning activities.   Projects will help local communities recover from the current economic recession and to become more environmentally sustainable.  Reach Out Iowa is a federally funded grant awarded to the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, implemented in partnership with Iowa State University Extension.

1.  How can my club apply for funds?  
4-H clubs can go to http://iowa4hservicelearning.ning.com and download a request for funding.

2. Is there a deadline for the requests for funding?

No.  Reach Out Iowa will receive applications on an ongoing basis through June 2012.

3.  Do I need to use the Public Adventures curriculum when applying for Reach Out Iowa funds?  

No.  Groups that apply for Reach Out Iowa funds are asked to follow the IPARDC model, but not required to use a specific curriculum.
4. What can the funding be used for?

Reach Out Iowa funding can be used to cover the direct costs of doing your service learning work.  This includes supplies, transportation costs, journals, reflection tools, and staffing costs.   The costs of food and snacks are not typically funded.
5.  How much funding is available?

The funding groups are eligible for depend on the number of young people that are involved in the project.  In general, the more young people (ages 12-17) that are involved, the more funding you can draw down.  
6. How do I meet the 15% in-kind requirement?

We are asking groups to provide 15% of the total costs of their project in-kind.  In-kind costs can include donated goods, supplies, costs of transportation, and professional staff time.

7.  What groups are eligible for Reach Out Iowa funds?

Any group or club that works with young people ages 12-17 is eligible for Reach Out Iowa funding, including after school groups, 4-H clubs, church groups, school groups, service groups, etc. 

8. What type of reporting requirements are there for Reach Out Iowa?

Clubs that use Reach Out Iowa funds will be asked to document their expenses and in-kind contribution, submit a final report and use the evaluation tools that Iowa State University Extension has developed.
9. How long will a service learning project take?  

You should allow a minimum of 6 weeks to plan for a service learning project.  Many take longer than this.
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[image: image2.emf] incorporating service learning into our 4-H club?  

Service learning benefits your community by strengthening the relationships between young people and adults.  As you work with partners, 4-H members will learn more about the community they live in, become more engaged in community work, and learn how to use their skills to make a difference. 
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