June 12 (MLH/BN/JL)
Guidelines for Iowa 4-H Social Networking sites

Iowa 4-H does not have a policy on the use of social networking.  If used responsibly, all social networking tools and Web 2.0 technologies can be used within the Iowa 4-H program.
· The use of social networking sites within 4-H is an option for youth whose parents have already allowed them to have a social network account. We should not usurp parent’s permission or responsibility for their child’s safety when using the Internet.  

· We can make information available for those who choose to access our information using social networks, but we should not make a 4-H social network page mandatory, or use it as the only option for communication. Participation and establishment of accounts by members should be optional and voluntary.

· Remember that the use of some social networking tools is inappropriate for younger members. Some sites require a person be 13 or older.  
· We recommend that a club/county 4-H networking account page be established as a group, not as an individual page. An adult (leader or extension staff) should be an account administrator, and should be familiar with privacy settings so appropriate controls can be implemented regarding group membership and postings

· Just as with web pages, try not to include full identifying information about club members on social network pages. If photos are posted, either post first names only or no names at all. 

· Include links and provide additional resources on Internet child safety for 4-H leaders, 4-H staff, and 4-H families on your pages.  Consider using the Social Network videos from ikeepsafe.org 

· Websites created by youth groups should be regularly monitored by an adult. Maintenance and monitoring should be planned when the account is created.

· Showing YouTube videos for club meetings and/or project meetings may be appropriate if videos are reviewed by an adult volunteer/staff prior to being shown to youth, with particular attention to advertising and promotions that may be inappropriate for young people. Teacher Tube is a better option. If in doubt, do not use the video.
· Posting/uploading of videos by 4-H members should be encouraged to be to approved and established 4-H video websites. (ex: Iowa 4H YouTube, Iowa 4HTV). An adult should be included as a site/page administrator and regularly review and approve the content.  
If 4-H members wish to post a 4-H video, encourage them to use approved 4-H video websites, such as the Iowa 4-H YouTube channel 
( www.youtube.com/iowa4h ) or Iowa 4HTV (www.extension.iastate.edu/e-set/4htv.html ). An adult should be included as a website/webpage administrator and regularly review and approve the content.

· Encourage Internet child safety as a topic for 4-H club meetings. Include discussion about best practices.

· Don’t forget that the use of the 4-H Name and Emblem is protected by 18 USC 707. Inappropriate use of the 4-H Name and Emblem on social networks is prohibited. Individuals or clubs may be required to remove offending pages. 
