YIPPEE SKIPPEE!  SEPTEMBER IS 

SHAMELESS PROMOTION MONTH!
Let’s celebrate it Clover Kids Style!
Here are some shameless (and some not so shameless) ways to promote being a Clover Kids Leader:
1. Visit a school as it is releasing for the day and talk with the parents who are picking up their children about the program.
2. Have a booth set up during open houses – with activities/curriculum/recruitment fliers. 

3. Copy from the toolkit – and pass out leader recruitment pieces at city/county events/stores/library, etc.

4. Wear your Clover Kids T-shirt every day and walk around after school blowing a balloon rocket.

5. Put a Clover Kids sign and 4-H balloons on your car and drive around town.

6. Bring activities and fliers to football and soccer games.

7. Check with volunteer groups in your county about getting leaders.

8. Contact After School Programs and offer to train their staff in exchange for THEM doing Clover Kids in their program.
9. Contact Joan to get a NEW LEADER WORKSHOP scheduled for your county!

It is also subliminal month…just say “Clover Kids” and “volunteer” every 3rd or 4th word when you talk with friends
SPECIAL WEEKS IN SEPTEMBER

Sept 1-7

National Childhood Injury Prevention Week

Sept 16-22

National Farm Animals Awareness Week

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964
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SEPTEMBER 2007
The Month of September is:
Better Breakfast Month

Classical Music Month
Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month

Library Card Sign up Month

National…..


Courtesy Month
Chicken Month

Honey Month

Rice Month 


Sewing Month
Piano Month




National Hispanic Heritage Month
September 15-October 15 

Special Days In September
3
Labor Day

4
Newspaper Carrier Day

5
National Cheese Pizza Day

6
Read a Book Day

8
International Literacy Day

9
Nationals Grandparents Day

11
Patriot Day

12
Rosh Hashanah

13
National Peanut Day

17
Constitution Day (Citizenship Day)

18
National Play Doh Day

19
Talk Like A Pirate Day

21
World Gratitude Day, Yom Kippur

22
Band-aid invented

23
Autumn begins

26
Johnny Appleseed’s birthday

28
Chinese Moon Festival 
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STICK FRAMES
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What you need:

12 sticks (straight – not too wide) 
Low temp glue gun (preferred)

Hemp string

What you do:

Gather 12 straight sticks that are skinnier than ½ inch in diameter.  They don’t all have to be the same width.  Wipe them off and take off the leaves. Then, break the sticks so half of the sticks are 10 inches and half of the sticks are 5 inches.  Arrange and lay out the sticks out so they make a rectangle. Use the glue gun to stick together the corners and then tie the corners using the hemp. Glue the picture to the back and then glue another piece of hemp for the hanger.

TWO EYES OR ONE?

What you need:

Basket
Beanie Babies       Eye patches 
What you do:

[image: image7.wmf]Let the children practice throwing the beanie babies into the basket.  Then, patch an eye and have them try again. Was it harder or easier with the patch on? What was different about it?  Let them walk around the room with the patch on. Is it easier or harder to walk? Run? Are they slower than they were with both eyes? Why?  How can they take care of their eyes?

NO SIGHT PICTURES

What you need:

Blindfolds
Paper

Colored pencils
What you do:

Give each person a piece of paper and some colored pencils. Ask them to draw a picture of their families.  Then, blindfold them and ask them to draw a picture of their houses.  Then, talk about the difference? What types of things did they do to help them draw even though they couldn’t see? Did anyone have any tricks?  Then, let them try again – after they have shared their strategies.
USING SIGHT MIXING COLORS


What you need:

Old crayons
       Oven
Cupcake holders

What you do:

[image: image8.wmf]Tell the children they are going to use their sense of sight to make new colors of crayons.  They should take the old crayons and break them into pieces. They should choose different pieces and predict what the new color will look like after they mix them together.  After they have predicted, put the crayon pieces into the cupcake holders and let them melt in the oven.  Take them out after they have melted a bit and stir them together.  When the colors are melted together, take them out and let them cool off.  Try the new colors to see if their prediction was on track. Was the color close to what they thought it would be?  What would they do differently next time?  How can they make the color darker?  Lighter?  Etc.  Let them try different combinations to get new colors.

DESCRIBE THE TOY

What you need: 
A variety of items

What you do:

[image: image9.wmf]Lay a variety of items on the table. You can use related items or random ones.  Put the children into groups of 2.  One child should choose an item on the table to describe. The only sense the child can use is sight – no touching the item.  After the child has finished describing the item, the other child guesses what it was – then switch places.  Talk about the sense of sight. Was this activity hard? What were some of the words you used to describe the different items?  How could you tell something was ______?  Etc.

BREAK A PINATA!

What you need: 

Blindfold
Stick 
What you do:

Blindfold one child at a time and let him/her try to break the piñata with the stick.   
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What you need:

Dusters-long oval ones

(not made of feathers)

Paint

Cookie Sheet

Paper

Paint Shirts

What you do:

[image: image11.wmf]Put paint on the cookie sheet.  Drag the duster (squirrel tail) in the paint and use it to paint on the paper.  Try twirling it, dragging it, splattering it-whatever!

ACORN MARACAS

What you need:

Large plastic eggs 
Acorns 

Masking tape 

What you do:

Place several acorns inside a large plastic egg and seal with masking tape.  The children use the acorn "maracas" to keep time to the music. 
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LEAF WREATHS

What you need:

Leaves

Paper Plates

Glue

What you do:

Cut the center out from a paper plate and let kids glue leaves all around edge to make a pretty fall wreath. (Optional: add a raffia bow)
LEAF PARACHUTE TOSS

What you need:

Leaves

Parachute or flat bed sheet
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What you do:

Take out a parachute, let the children pile leaves on it and toss them into the air! It is sure to bring lots of smiles! 


ANIMAL WALK

What you need:

Cards prepared with pictures/words of animals

What you do:

On colored sheets of 8" x 11" paper, write the names of various animal walks and/or draw a picture of the movements/animals.  Fold them in half so you can’t see the picture. 

[image: image14.png]


Randomly place the pictures around the facility.  Have the group move to open areas and get ready to move.   On the start signal, everyone begins to "kangaroo jump" around the area.  On your signal, each person goes to the nearest picture and does that movement until the next signal, when they choose another picture.

GET THE NUT

One child is chosen to be "it" & is given a nut to hold. The other children form a very large circle, sitting on the floor. They extend one hand & close their eyes. "It" tiptoes around the inside of the circle & puts the nut into one of the outstretched hands. The one who receives it opens his/her eyes, jumps up & chases after the other until he catches "it". He/she then becomes "it" & the game proceeds as before.
WHAT AM I?

Say, "I went to the zoo and I heard _____." (Make an animal sound like growl - lion or squawk - parrot.)  Then say, "I turned around and saw a _____."  Ask students to guess what animal you saw.  The next person gets to say the same thing, but replaces your sound with another sound for the group to guess.  It is a good idea to have a list or pictures of animals to help the indecisive children speed the game along. A variation of this game is to change the location (sounds in the country, in the forest, at school).
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CAMOUFLAGE
What you need:

White paper
       Crayons
       Scissors

What you do:
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Talk about what animals you might find in the woods (or park, or wherever you are going on your walk).  Have the children draw, color and cut out the pictures they have drawn.  During a nature walk, have the children put their pictures down somewhere – either on the ground or propped up on something.  Have them walk backwards from the picture until they can’t really see it very well anymore.  Mark that spot.  Then, turn the picture over and do the same thing with the white side of the paper  -  walk backwards until you can’t really see it anymore.  Which was harder to see? Which did you have to walk further backwards to not see?  How can you explain the difference?  What colors are the animals you drew?  How does that help the animals?  What would be a good color if you lived in the tops of the trees? How about down on the ground? What about near the water? Dessert? Snow? Etc.

NATURE KEEPER 
What you need:

Wide masking tape

What you do:

Wrap a piece of WIDE masking tape loosely around the children’s wrists so the sticky side is out.  Then, during a nature walk, they can save some things by sticking them onto the tape.   After, talk about the items they found – where they were when they found them, how they think the items got there. Was there anything surprising about what they found? Did anyone find things that didn’t belong in the woods? Etc
CLOVER KIDS WORKSHOPS

EMAIL JOAN AT JDONOVAN@LCOM.NET today to get your Clover Kids Workshop scheduled!  Weekends are filling up fast – get yours in now! (
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FIND THE BUG

What you need: 
Index cards
Crayons

Scissors

What you do:

After talking about camouflage, tell the children they are going to make and try to hide a bug in the room for their parents (or each other) to find.  Have them walk around the room and decide which colors they want their bug to be. Then, they should draw an oval on the index card, and color it according to where they want to hide it.  Then, cut it out and using a piece of double sticky tape, hide it (in plain sight) in the room. 


CAMOFLAUGE BOOKS 
ALL BY RUTH HELLER
· How to Hide a Butterfly & Other Insects. 

· Ruth Heller’s How to Hide a Gray Treefrog & Other Amphibians. 

· How to Hide a Polar Bear & Other Mammals. 

· How to Hide an Octopus & Other Sea Creatures
· Ruth Heller’s How to Hide a Whip-Poor-Will & Other Birds. 

NATURE CANDLE HOLDER

What you need:

Votive candle holder 
Glue




Tissue Paper

Water




Paint brushes

Dried flowers/leaves
Scissors

What you do:

Gather and press/dry flowers and leaves.  Next, cut (or tear) tissue paper into small pieces.  Mix glue with water (50-50) so it is very runny.  Brush the glue/water mixture onto the votive candle holder. Put the flowers on top of that. Then, cover the entire outside of the votive with tissue paper – making sure you overlap the pieces. Brush over the entire votive with more glue/water mix and let it dry.  [image: image1.png]
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