THE IMPORTANCE OF PROCESSING
When working with Clover Kids, we spend so much time getting fun hands on activities for our program! How much time do you spend figuring out how to extend the activity into a true experiential learning experience? How you process the activities is just as important as the activity themselves. When you choose a theme make sure you know what you want to get out of that theme. When you write out the meeting plans – include the processing question you are going to use with each activity to help the children make the connection between what they already know and what they are experiencing.  You can find more information on Experiential Learning at:

A good explanation and sample questions using Experiential Learning:

http://4h.missouri.edu/getinvolved/volunteer/volunteertraining/secure/Lesson2/instruct.htm
Tips on using Experiential Learning with K-3

http://www.4hccsprojects.com/learn/images/AgesStages.pdf
A PDF file including questions you can apply to your program:  (There are extra camping applications there- just ignore them!)

http://www.acacamps.org/handouts/mcneely.pdf
SPECIAL WEEKS IN OCTOBER
October 6-12      National Newspaper Week
October 7-13      Fire Prevention Week
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964
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International Dinosaur Month
National Book Month
Family History Month
National Apple Month
Diversity Awareness Month
National Pizza Month
National Popcorn Popping Month
National Roller Skating Month
Animal Safety and Protection Month
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Special Days In October
1
Child Health Day

2
World Farm Animals Day
3
Captain Kangaroo Day

4
National Golf Day

5
World Teacher Day
8
Columbus Day

9
First 2 way telephone conversation

[image: image8.wmf]Moldy Cheese Day

12
Día de la Raza

Farmer's Day
15
National Grouch Day


National Poetry Day

16
World Food Day

18
Alaska Day

19
Star Spangled Banner First Sung
20
Sweetest Day
22
National Nut Day

24
National Bologna Day

25
National Denim Day

28
Statue of Liberty’s Birthday

31
Halloween
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What you need:
Dowels (or sticks!)    Paint     
Glitter pens

Ribbon
What you do:

Paint the dowels – let dry. Then, decorate!
HOOTING OWL

What you need:

Cola bottle
Magic wands    Blindfold
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What you do:

Have everyone sit in a circle. Choose one child, (a witch or wizard) blindfold him and have him stand in the middle.  Turn him around a few times. The players sitting down start passing around the bottle.  When the middle child says “Opstay” with his magic wand, the children stop passing the bottle. Then, the wizard gets the owl to hoot by saying “ootay owlay”. The person holding the bottle blows gently over the top to create a noise. The middle child tries to guess the name of the person hooting.   
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WIZARD HAT MAKING
What you need:

Rolls of stiff brown packaging paper

Markers      Tape

Stapler

Stickers and other decorations

What you do:

Cut the paper into newspaper size sheets.  Decorate it, and then roll it to fit the child’s head. Staple/tape it securely. 
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What you need:

Crayons
 
Paper
      Paint brushes

[image: image14.wmf]Black Tempera Paint

Water
What you do:

Draw a “night” or Halloween or Harvest type picture with the crayons. Press pretty hard. Then paint over the picture with the slightly thinned black tempera paint. The paint will stick to the paper and not the wax from the crayons making it look like night.
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BROOM ART
What you need: 
Old Brooms

Paint

Butcher Paper

What you do:

Supply the children with a broom, a large piece of butcher paper and some paint. Tape the paper on the floor and add the paint. Have the children use the broom to paint the paper. You may want to have the children take off shoes and socks, and roll up long pants... MESSY!! It is also fun to paint with water on the cement!

TOMATOE SURPRISE
What you need:

Cream Cheese   Cherry Tomatoes  Knife

What you do:

[image: image16.wmf]Cut the center out of the cherry tomato.  Fill it with cream cheese. Enjoy!
OVER THE GOBLIN
What you need:

Rope, 5 to 8 feet long

One shoe  

What you do:

Tie a shoe to the end of the rope. Hold the end of the rope near the ground and turn around so the shoe spins around in a circle around you. The weight of the shoe keeps the rope near the ground. Players stand around the circle and jump over the “goblin” as it passes their spot. (Have them spread out to make it easier!) Have the center turner spin the rope progressively faster so that it rises higher and the jumping gets a little more challenging. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February 8 and 9 on your calendar for the State Leaders Retreat! The Clover Kids Tract should be wonderful! You can attend both Friday night and Saturday or just one or the other!

THE CREATURE GAME 

[image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]Choose one player to be the creature.  Everyone else spreads out around the room and closes his/her eyes.  The creature silently goes up to different players and stands behind them and counts silently to himself to 10.  The person he is standing behind must ask, “Is there a creature behind me” before the creature gets to 10 in his head.  If s/he goes say that, then s/he is safe…. for now and the creature goes onto another person. If the person does NOT say, “Is there a creature behind me?” s/he becomes a creature as well and the game continues.

POTIONS CLASS
What you need:

Baking soda

Vinegar
Spoons

Food coloring
Water

Milk

Table covering
Cola

Bowls


Labels


Measuring cups
Clear plastic cups
Measuring spoons

What you do:

[image: image19.wmf]Set up the area so each child (or group of children) has 4 clear plastic cups, a small bowl of baking soda and a spoon. Talk about chemical reactions and how they are going to try to make a “potion” by making a chemical reaction. Ask the children to measure ¼ cup of each liquid into a clear plastic cup. Then, predict what will happen when they put baking soda into each liquid. Do the vinegar last. For each one – ask if they think a chemical reaction occurred? How can they tell if one happened?  
TOASTED PUMPKIN SEEDS

What you need:
Pumpkin seeds

Skillet

Seasoning (garlic salt, seasoned salt, etc)

What you do:

Wash and let the pumpkin seeds dry overnight.  Toss the pumpkin seeds in a skillet and constantly stir. When they are golden brown and start to open – they are done!  Sprinkle with seasoning and let them cool before you serve them.
OOBLECK (POTIONS CLASS)

What you need:

Corn Starch

Water

Bowls


Measuring cups
Table covering


What you do:

COVER THE TABLE!  Then, let each child measure and put into a bowl ½ cup water with ¾ cup cornstarch.  Have them mix it up with their fingers.  Let them explore it for a while and talk about how it changes from a solid to a liquid.  Ask what they think would happen if they changed the amount of either ingredient. Let them try different combinations and record their answers by writing or drawing pictures in their science journal. Talk about their experience. What did they do? How did that work? Did anything they did surprise them?  Why? What changes did they make to the experiment?  What did they think would happen? Why? What did happen? Why? Etc.
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MAGIC SCREEN PICTURES

What you need:

Crayons    Index Cards
Nail

What you do:

Completely cover the index card with color. Color random colors all over it – but press hard so the colors are bright. You can use any color but black.  Then, color over that DARK with a black crayon.  Completely cover all the other colors.  Using the nail, scratch your picture in the black and the color below shows through!

[image: image21.wmf]
FLASHLIGHT PUPPET
What you need:

Flashlights


Brown lunch bags

Pencils

Scissors

What you do:

Draw a face on the paper bag using the closed end of the bag as the top of the head. Cut out the pieces of the face (eyes, nose, mouth, etc.).  Gather the bottom of the bag at the bottom around a flashlight.  When you turn the light on and the room lights off – the face glows like a jack-o-lantern!
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FAVORITE BOOK PUPPETS

What you need:

Cheap gardening gloves

Markers


Yarn

What you do:

[image: image23.wmf]Have each child bring his/her favorite book to the group and tell about what happens in the book. After each person has talked about the book have them picture what the main characters looked like. Then, they make a glove puppet by drawing the face of each of the characters on one finger of the glove. You can add yarn hair or draw hair and you can add clothing or draw it on. 
FAMILY BOOK

What you need:

Copy paper
Construction paper    Markers

What you do:
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For book month and family history month – why not make a family book?  Staple 4-5 sheets of paper in-between 2 pieces of construction paper. Discuss families with the children – who is in their family, what their families like to do together, what each person in the family is good at, what the families favorite foods are, etc.  Then, let them write/draw picture in their books! 


BEING SAFE AT HOME

What you need:

House/Home Magazines

What you do:

Ask the children to think about their homes.  Are their homes safe places? What makes them that way? Is there anything that could be dangerous at their homes?  What?  Look through the magazines and have groups of 2 or 3 choose a picture of a room. They should find as many areas that could potentially be dangerous as possible. Then, have them share their findings with the group and let the group come ups with rules/guidelines for staying safe around those household items.


CLEAN YOUR ROOM
What you need:
Beanie babies
Rope

What you do:

Use the rope to mark a large circle in the middle of the room. Place a bunch of beanie babies – about 3-4 per person inside the circle.  Place half of the group inside the circle and the other half outside the circle. Discuss safe ways to throw the beanie baby.  On your mark, the people inside the circle must clean their room by throwing the beanie babies outside the circle.  At the same time, those outside are trying to mess up the room by throwing the beanies back inside.  This can also be used with cones and soccer balls outside.


SNAP CRACKLE POP
What you need:

Beanie babies

What you do:

Divide the group into teams of 3.  Have the one person from each group form a circle with the one person from the other groups by holding their arms out as far as they can.  Have the other 2 from the group stand behind the first girl who is in the circle. So – they kind of form wheel spokes. Place a beanie baby (or a few) in the middle of the circle. Number the person closest to the center of the circle Snap, the second person in the middle of the other 2 is named Crackle and the person on the outside of the circle is Pop.  You will call a name – snap, crackle, or pop.  When you call a name - all those with that name (one from each team) run around the outside of the circle back to their team. While they are running – the other 2 on the team make a bridge with their arms.  The runner has to go under the bridge into the middle of the circle and grab the beanie baby. Then repeat using the other names randomly.   [image: image1.png]
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