INCLINE FUN
What you need:

Small PVC pipe   and Variety of Marbles   OR

Children’s blocks and Toy Cars and marbles

Variety of containers

What you do:
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Cut the PVC pipe into different lengths.  Cut some in half so it is no longer a tube and leave some as tubes. You can also do this activity with blocks.  Give the children the materials and let them explore. Let them make ramps, tunnels, etc.   As they do, encourage them to problem solve by predicting what will happen before they let something run down the ramp and make changes when something doesn’t happen as predicted. For example, when we did this, the balls rolled off the ramp, so they children put blocks on both sides to make sure the marbles stayed on.)  Then give them some challenges: Make the car go the fastest; Make the car go the farthest; Make 2 cars get to the bottom at the same time, Make the cars/marbles go down a ramp and back up another ramp, etc.  Always encourage them to say their predictions and figure out what went wrong, so they can think about the changes they would like to make. Then, you can talk about what other ramps they’ve seen or used.  (Wheel chair ramps, skate board ramps, ramps for different roads/parking lots etc. Do you go down a high steep slide faster than a low not steep slide?)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964
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4-H LEADER LETTER

JUNE 2007
The Month of June is:
Dairy Month


National Fresh Fruit and Veggie Month

National Rose Month

National Safety Month

Zoo and Aquarium Month

National Adopt a Cat Month

Turkey Lovers Month

National Tennis Month

Special Days In June:
1
Stand for Children Day
3
Egg Day

4
Cheese Day

5
First Hot Air Balloon Flight


World Environment Day

10
National Yo-Yo Day


Race Unity Day

14
Flag Day

15
Fly a Kite Day

17
Father’s Day

18
International Picnic Day

20
 Bald Eagle Day

21
First Day of Summer


26
Toothbrush invented

28 
Paul Bunyan Day
Special Weeks In June:
June 2-10 – Natl. Fishing & Boating Week 

4th Week - National Camping Week
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What you need:

Birdseed

Sponge

Plastic plate

What you do:

Place a sponge soaked with water in a plastic plate and allow child to sprinkle it with birdseeds. Place the plate in a sunny place and watch for the seeds to sprout! The seeds will continue to sprout as long as the child keeps water in the plate.

POTATO BLOCK PRINTING

What you need:

Potatoes 

Paint

Paper


Paint trays

Knife 


What you do: 

Cut the potatoes in half.  Next cut raised shapes on the cut side of the potatoes.  (Carve away whatever isn’t part of the shape.) Use to block print.

DAIRY TASTING PARTY 
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What you need:

Lots of different diary foods

What you do:

Encourage children to taste the different foods.  With older children, you can blindfold them and have them guess between 2 similar diary foods to figure out which has more fat.

DROP THE CLOTHESPIN

What you need:
Clothes pins

Scissors

Milk Jugs

What you do:

Cut the top off the milk jugs.  Place them on the floor and have the children see how many clothespins they can get in by dropping them from as far as they can reach in the air.
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MOO?

What you need:

Variety of food items –
including lots of dairy

What you do:

[image: image7.wmf]Put all the items in a basket or a cooler. Everyone sits in a circle with their eyes closed. The first person reaches in the basket or cooler and grabs an item.  Just from the feel and smell alone – they should guess if it is a dairy item or not. If it is – they pass the item to the next person and say “Moo.”  That person passes it to the next person and if they agree it is a dairy object – they also say Moo.  If the person doesn’t think it is a dairy item – they say “No Moo” and pass the item. After everyone has had a turn to feel and smell and pass the item – open eyes and look at it.  Were they right?

DAIRY DIARY

What you need:

Variety of dairy products

What you do:

Let the children explore the dairy products – they should smell, taste, touch, and look at the different foods. Then get them into small groups and let them think up as many similarities and differences among the foods as they can.  (They all have to be kept cold, they are all yellow or white unless something is added to them, they all have different textures, What makes them all dairy foods? How can you tell if something is dairy? How many of those have you eaten? Etc.
CHEESE BUG

What you need:

Soft Cheese cut into 1x2 inch rectangles

Chow mien noodles
What you do:

Gently poke the chow mien noodles into the sides of the rectangle for the legs and put 2 into the top for antennae. (A soft cheese is important – like Mozzarella, Monterey Jack, Muenster, etc.

AIR POWER
What you need:

Variety of small objects that vary in weight (Tissue Paper, Cotton Balls, Marbles, Milk Jug Caps, Etc.)

Straws

What you do:

[image: image8.wmf]Place the tissue paper on the table and ask them to use the straw to blow it across the table.  Then, have them predict which will be harder – the tissue paper or the cotton balls.  After they have made their predictions, let them try.  Use a variety of objects and let the children move them across the table using only their straw and own “wind” power.  Which items were harder to move? What did you have to do to move them? Why? What happens on a very windy day? How is it different from a day with only a little wind? Etc.
WIND CHIMES

What you need:

Sticks


Fishing line

Forks and spoons

What you do:

Tie different lengths of fishing line to the stick. Tie the table ware to the other end of the string. Use a piece of fishing line tied to each end for a hanger. Hand outside from a hook.
CONFLICTING WIND?
What you need:

Ping Pong balls

Straws


Table

What you do:

Place ping pong balls on the table.  Have children stand on all sides of the table.  Challenge them to see how fast they can get all the ping pong balls off the table by working together. Encourage them to share and try different ideas. 


WIND MILLS
What you need:

Pencils with erasers

Rulers
Short round headed pin
Paper (scrapbook paper makes a fun one!)

What you do:

[image: image9.wmf]Cut a square of paper so it is 20cm x 20cm.  Place the ruler from corner to corner to and draw diagonals so there is a big X on the paper.  Cut on each line about 11cm in from the corner. (A good opportunity to measure!) Curl each half corner with the hole in towards the middle. Have a partner hold that in place while you put the pin through the middle where the pieces meet and through the eraser.  You might have to wiggle the pin a bit so the paper has a little room to move around it. Predict what will happen when you blow on the windmill – which angle works best?  Why? What happens if you blow hard? Soft? Use a fan? Etc.  
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What you need:
Runny Paint 
Paper


Straws

What you do:

Place small amounts of paint onto the paper and blowing it through the straw, create beautiful creations!
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EROSION

[image: image12.wmf]What you need:

Play sand



Water

Watering can


Cake pan

What you do:

Get the sand slightly wet so it is easy to mold.  Have the children make a hill out of the sand and have them predict what will happen when they sprinkle water on top of the sand.  Let them do it and discuss how the water pushed some of the sand down the hill.  That is what happens with dirt when there are no plants in it. The rain erodes the soil and moves it away. 

If you can, find a hilly area outside to show the children how the plants help keep the soil in place. (Again – predict what will happen first)
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STRING PAINTING 
What you need:

1 foot pieces of string

Paper

Paint in containers

What you do:
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Fold a piece of paper in half and then open it out again. Put a piece of string into a container of paint until it is covered almost completely.  (You have to leave the end clean to hold on to, but the painty part should be all covered.) Lift the string out and gradually lay it on one side of the paper’s fold.  Leave the paint free end sticking out of the paper.  Fold the other side of the paper over the top of the painty string.  Hold down the paper and pull the string out.  Open it up and check it out. Then try more colors and more strings!


CATERPILLAR PLANTS
What you need:

Cardboard Egg Cartons
Scissors

Paint



Googley eyes
Pipe cleaners

Cellophane

Top soil


Lettuce seeds
What you do:

This is made similar to a regular egg carton caterpillar, except the egg carton doesn’t get turned upside down – which lets you plant seeds in the cups. Cut the top off the egg carton. Cut the bottom part in half so you have 2 long rows.  (You can cut those in half and give each child 3 compartments to make the caterpillar out of. Paint the outside of the carton.  Glue on some eyes and you can paint on a mouth, etc. if you want to.  Stick 2 pipe cleaners in above the eyes.  Place a piece of cellophane on the egg carton holes and push it down in so the base doesn’t get all soggy.  Place a small amount of soil in the cups – leaving about ½ inch at the top. Sprinkle lettuce seeds onto of the cotton balls and using the watering can. Sprinkle water on the seeds. 
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PEANUT BUTTER CATERPILLARS 

What you need:

Bananas

Peanut Butter

Grapes

Pretzel sticks

Knife


Plates

Chow Mien Noodles

What you do:

Peel and slice a banana. Join the slices together by "gluing" them with peanut butter. Break a pretzel stick in half and push through the top of the grape.  Use more peanut butter to attach the head (grape) to the front of the body, with antennae (chow mien noodles) pointing up. MESSY SNACK – but fun and worth it!
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